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the British Avmy books. Now, I saw a little about the British Army when in Africa, and I am
perfectly couvinced that their rules and regulations, and especially their method of carrying them
out, want altering absolutely. T do not believe the officers here are any more to blame than the
officers ave to blame for what goes on in Eugland. There is no preparation beforchand for what
ix almost sure to happen in stationary cumps. The men are crowded together, as many as 640
and 650 to the acre, and we know that crowding men in large numbers in a small space in itself
predisposes to illness, and then no provision is made for dealing with those epidemics on the
spot. My esperience has been that transporting measles cases over a distance is very unfavourable
to the ease. The only cases of pnenmonia that we had in Newecastle following measles occurred
in the base hospital, wherve they had been sent some miles.

23. Do you think that provision should have been nade at the outset of the establishment
of the Trenthamn Camp for hospital accommodation in case of sickness?—Some hospital accom-
modation, not a great deul.

24. The ('harrman.] That is. not for an epidemic$—No.

25. But for ovdinary camp wmaladies?—Yes, what they used to call a “field hospital ”’ in
the old dayx. They call it a ¢ base hospital”” now in France. You can call it what you like,
the nae does not matter.

26. Mr. Skerrett.] Ave von preparved to express an opinion ax {o the measure of hospital
accommodation which should have been provided in this standing cawmp without any refcrence
to the outhreak of an epidemic—any ratio?—The number of heds provided per man in a hospital
in a standing camp would depend upon the distance you would be removed from the prineipal
base hospital.

27. You suggest, I understand, that the vatio to population of a standing camp would
depend upon local conditions?—Yes.

28. And you would not like to say definitely what it ought to he —No. ‘

29. You have already said, and we know, that from November to Mavch there was an
increasing quantity of sickness in the eamp, increasing month by month, and including infec-
tious diseases and measles : what do vou think should have been done, and by whom, in that
connection #--Well, T helieve it is the duty of the Quartermaster-General to attend to those things.

30. What should he do?-=He should have instructed the Prineipal Medieal Officer to take
steps to control the epidemic.

31. In what manner to control the epidemic?-—-By quarantine rvegulations and isolation of
the cases.

32. The great complaint made ahout the medical side at Trentham is that they saw the
epidemic coming on and they made no adequate provision for the proper treatment of the cases ?—
I do not think there was really anvbody to do the work at Trentham. Ar far as T can find out
one gentleman was appointed at a salary of £150 a vear, and then he had to earn his own living
in other wayvs. :

33. The Chairman.} You are speaking of the Administrative Officer?—Yes. He did not
have enough to live on, and had to do something elte. He had to De down here examining
soldiers, and T do not think he could he called upon to stop this epidemic. 1 do not know
whether the Quartermaster-General palled upon him to do so or not. Tt seems to me it is not
the fault of any particular individual, hut the fanlt of the way that these things are always
managed, that we hegan without any organization. We put men into positions who are not
capable of filling them efficiently, and we Aid not pay them enongh money to enable them to live.
The saving of a few pounds has been effected at the risk of the men.

34. Mr. Skerrett.] You are speaking in a general way, and veferring entively to the general
military operations?—Yes; T do not want to cast any reflection on anybodv in connection with
this eamp, becanse T do not think anybody is responsible : it is the vesult of a general muddle.
You must look at the characteristics of the people vou are dealing with in order to find out how
the things happened.

3h. Have vou got anything to say ahout the desirability duving the time Trentham was
occupied by an encampment of shifting the camp-site by degrees and from time to time?—Well,
opintons differ to some extent., hut the Japanese, who are the greatest medical authorities in
military matters, shift camps often. They shift the sitc of the tents often. They will take
a tent up and move it to the next site opposite or beside, and the next onc a tent-distance away
to nse a fresh piece of ground, and then move it back again after a fortnight or three weeks.

36. What is your opinion about that?—Well, if the weather is suitable and dry it is o good
plan to do it—after the weather has heen dvy for two or three days.

37. But in had weather 7—T would take the tent up. burn the straw and sweep the site, and
put the tent back again. with fresh straw. By that means vou pretty well kill all the little
chaps in the straw that get into the men’s clothes. That could be done always when fresh drafts
came in. Rither the tents should be shifted and fresh straw put in, or the tent lifted and
the site cleaned and fresh straw put in.

38. That relates to the <hifting of the individual tents {0 a new place :  do vou think the
further precaution iz necessary-—namely, of shifting all sections of the tents to entirely new
situations from time to time ?—VYes, that ought always to be done. '

39. Tell the Commission what you think ahout that?—I do not think a body of men should
occupy one set camp-—T mean one site on the same spot or a number of acres, sav, an area for
an indefinite time.

40. What do vou mean by ‘“ indefinite time 7 7-—T think at least once in cvery three months
it would be a good plan to shift camp.  We used to shift once in every six wecks in South Afriea.

11, The Chairman.] Was that hecause the Boers drove you off 7--No; we were in a stationary
camp.  We shifted camp for various reasons; sometimes we lind horses, and we nsed to hurn the
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