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(wood, brick, and concrete), foors and walls (wood, brick, and concrete), roofs suitable for farm
buildings. The care, sharpening, and management of tools have been made a special feature in
the curriculum.

Palmerston North and Main Trunk.~The course of work followed was interesting, instrue-
tive, and useful. The thirteen classes tuken in this district are from the following schools:
Campbell Strect, College Street, Terrace End, West End, Taihape District High School, and
Hunterville District High School.  The attendance for the year at Palmerston North was generally
good. The first yvear is devoted to the use of the various tools and the making of joints, inter-
spersed with drawing-lessons and notes on various timbers.  This vear the work done by Stan-
dard VI has been more of a wseful and constructive nature, and ineluded nail-boxes, book-shelves,
bandage-winders, model yachts, and periscopes; drawings to scale of each urticle had to be first
made by the boys. At Taihape District High School the boys have shown their usual keenness
and departed from the ste reotyped course of lessons, O(D]lV(,I‘tID{_» some old sheds into a trap-shed
12 ft. by 9ft. At Hunterville District High School the models made included farm-gates, dog-
kennels, beehives, tabourets, book-shelves, salt-boxes, flour-bins, and periscopes, the majority of
which were stained and varnished. The boys have also almost completed the lining of the new
woodwork-room.

xrracrs rroy tri Reronts or THE INstRUcTORS IN (fooKERY ANDH HoME SciencE.

Northern Distriet—Classes in cookery, home science, and dressmaking were held at Hawera,
Kltham, and Patea. At Hawera three primary classes and one secondary class were held in
cookery. Secondary classes were also held in dressmaking and home scicnce. The gn].s made
some very useful and becoming garments. The apparatus for home science was vather meagre,
so that the experimental work was not as successful as it might have been. At the Eltham centre
classes were leld in cookery, lLome science, hygiene, and dressmaking. The girls took a very
keen intervest in the cookery and dressmaking.  The work done in heme science and hygiene was
satisfactory.

lhmg(umz and Suburbs.—"The usual classes from Victoria Avenue and Queen’s Park have
been in attendance, and in addition arrangements were made with the tramway authorities to
bring in the classes from the suburban schools. The attendance was excellent in all the classes,
and the work done was good on the whole. The usual practical examination was held at the
eud of the session, and the examiners professed themselves pleased with the results.

Southern and Main Trunk Districes—Owing to the large number of pupils from Campbell
Street, Terrace End, and West End (Palmerston North) it was again found necessary to employ
an assistant instruetor. 1In order to give headmasters and teachers an insight into the work
done by the pupils, each class cooked a meal (without assistance), to which they weve invited.
Judging from the favourable comments and the pleasure it gave the givls, T consider it is an
experiment worth repeating. At Feilding four classes were held. Outside distractions some-
what hindered the work. An exhibition of the pupils’ work was given early in the year.
Fxaminers reported favourably upon the work. The boys’ class at Marton was very intevesting,
although carvied on under great disadvantages. The boys, however, enjoyed their work
and proved apt pupils.  The attendance of the classes at Pohangina, Marton, Hunter-
ville, ard Taihape was good on the whole, although in the winter months a number of
children were unable to attend on account of illness.  Throughout the whole vear the
childeen seem to have been interested in the work, and have shown good results in their
practical work. Three girls entered for ¢ housecraft’ in Senior Scholarship, and a number
took ‘“hygiene’ as one of their subjects. Classes were wlso held at Bunnythorpe, Halcombe,
Kimbolton, Rongotea, and Bull’s District High School.

Exrracr rrov rHE REPORT OF 1HE SUPERVISOR 0F DRAWING.

During the year visits have been paid to all of the main schools of our district, to most of
the two- and three-teacher schools, and to a number of the smaller ones. The work of the
pupils has been inspected, and model lessons in drawing, design, &e., have been given to all
classes to assist teachers in wmethods of training. Opportunity has been taken also to get the
staffs of the schools together for the purposes of discussing the syllabus requirements, the drawing-
up of schemes of work, and the best mcthods of teaching. A great deal of attention has btf)ll
given to free drawing from the actual object (natural and fashioned), which now entirely takes
the place of drawing from the old-time flat copy. Such considerations as light-handed worl,
the use of trial outlines, and the discouragement of “rubbing out” have heen consistently
stressed ; and, with the view of instilling more life, interest, and expression into drawing, the
study of line-expression, pen-and-ink work, and light and shade have been introduced. Tree
brush drawing, colour-work, the principles of design, and instrumental drawing have also
received their due share of attention: There is no doubt whatever that drawing in our schools
is improving rapidly, but there is still abundant scope for further efforts to place the subject
upon a sound basis. Teachers are beginning to recoguize the great use of drawing as a means of
expression—a language in fact—and its immense cducational value in developing habits of
observation and a love of the beautiful in visible things; and, as to the teaching of drawing,
that there is more comimon-sense than genius requived.  Teachers’ clusses have been vegularly
conducted at Feilding on Saturdays during the year with an average attendance of about fifty
teachers, mostly pupil-teachers and probationers, bhut still with a fair sprinkling of older teachers.
The adoption of a striet system of following up each week’s lesson with a regular homework
exercise has been productive of very gratifying vesults, some really good work being done, and
progress made by all students. 'P]ns home exercise requires 1ndiv1dual effort, and brlngs out
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