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APPENDICES.

APPENDIX L—SETTLEMENT OF CROWN LANDS.

EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS OF THIE COMMISSIONERS OF CROWN LANDS ON
SETTLEMENT OPERATIONS DURING THE TWELVIE MONTHS WHICH ENDED ON
THE 3lst MARCH, 1916,

AUCKLAND.,
(H. M. Sgrrr, Commissioner of Crown Lands.)

Lands opened —The area of Crown land open for seleetion within the district at the beginning
of the vear was 250,753 acres, and a total avea of 51,104 aeres was opencd during the vear, includ-
ing 21,323 acres offered under the optional systen. Theve were not any noticeably large hallots,
hut there has been satisfactory competition for most of the areas offered. The total area of land
taken up under settlement tenures was 62,359 acres.

Cenerad Condition of Settlement - The reporis received from the Crown Lands Rangers have
Been generally ol a satisfactory character, and show that, notwithstanding the difficaltios caused
by the scarerty of Tabour and the cost of building and feneing material, grasssseed, and mannres.
tenants generally arve continuning to develop their holdings ax well as cirenmstances permnit, and
conditions arce on the whole heing well fulfilled.  The disadvantages mentioned, and the absence of
many Crown tenants who have gone to the war, will neeessarily retarvd the development of many
holdings, and receive due consideration in dealing with cases where fulfilment has fallen short
of requirements.  Settlers on holdings which have heen ocecupied for some time and reached the
veproductive stage have heen enabled, by the high prices ruling for produce, to clear off liabilities,
and will therefore be in a hetter position to meet future contingencies.  The past season has been
eoenerallv favourable, although parts of the distriet suffered to some extent from nnusual dryness,
but not sufliciently to seriously affeet the agricultural ('mmnunit\' In the bush districts good
bhurns were obtained, but there was a satisfactory absence of destructive fires.  There Tiax been
a healthy tendeney towards the improvement of the classes of stock kept, and the growing of
green-fodder erops ix inercasine, with good results. A ereat development is noticcahle, especeially
in the north. whose genial climate and hitherto- llnkll()\\‘t] possibilitios are now attracting scttlers
to Crown and other lands from distant parts of the Dominion.  The Bay of Plenty landx and
the King-country are also attracting land-seekers. The Land Beard has during the vear dealt
with o number of applications for lenieney in regard to fullilinent of occupation eonditions;
those from tenants who have joined the Uxpeditionary Forvees are granted as o matter of hare
justice to the men who are risking theiv lives for their country. and in other cases such reasonable

concessions  were  granted as cirenmstances  demanded  to enable  seleetors to overcome  their

diffieulties.
Transfers.—The number of transfers dealt with and approved by the Land Board—isx.
shows 1 smiall deercase from the previous vear. A few casex were refused after full investigation,

principally on aceount of aggregation.  The Land Board s applyving to transfer the same rule
as regards applications for Tand by refusing to entertain applications in favour of single men
eligible for military serviee.

Pevenue. ~The total revenue of the distviet for the vear was £223,672, showing, notwithstand
ine abnormal conditions, an inerease of LIRZ8] over the previous vear. The colleetion of this
revenue from 7,860 tenants, occupying an avea of 1945977 aeres, as well ax from a large variety
of substdinry sources, involves a heavy amount of work. '

Lands o he opened . The total area of Crown Tand open for selection at the end of the vear
was 225,971 acres, and 1 estimate that an area of about 81,0”“ acros will be opened l]llllng_ the
ensuing vear. a considerable portion heing alveady under suvvey or in course of preparation
for advertising.  The areas to bhe opened will include some bloeks in the North Anckland distriet,
for which there have been many inguiries.  Probably some 200,000 acres of land of which the
survey is now nearly completed will he set apart for discharged soldiers.  Notwithstanding the
difficuliios which present conditions impose on new settlers, there ix a Targe and steady inquiry
for Crown Tands in most parts of the distriet. while the inquiries from soldiers have added very
materially to the volume of work in that line.

Edweation l,m/ml"menh\ —The total area of education endowments administered by the Land
Board 1e 1263063 acres, of which TR,.001 acres are leased at an annual rental of £5,796.  Reneowals
of expiring leases over an vrea of 6,002 acres have heen arvanged during the veur, at an inercase
of £296 over the previous rent; these rencwals ave in the majority of cases arranged on the hasis
of the Ranger’s report without the neeessity for resorting to avhitration.  The reports show that
the holdings generally are well worked and improved.
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