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MANUAL INSTRUCTION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Classes approved under the Regulations for Manual Instruction were
carried on in connection with twenty-seven of the secondary schools (thirty-one
in number) in receipt of Government grants.

The subjects most generally taken up and the number of classes were as
follows :—

Bubjects. Number of Classes.

1915. 1916.

Pree and instrumental drawing ... . . .. 40 39
Domestic subjects U (1] 75
Woodwork . .29 31
Experimental aud natural science ... ... 287 274
Elementary agriculture .. . 23 21
Swimming and life-saviug 24 28
423 468

Capitation earnings for the year awmounted to £2,164, as compared with
£1,974 for the previous year. The expenditurc on maintenance of classes was
i:l, 72. Special grants totalling £1,600 in aid of buildings and equipment
for manual instruction were made duri ing the year, the expenditure during the
same pertod being £1,829.

Additional accommodation for classes for manual instruction has been
recently provided as follows: Whangarei High School (agriculture), Wanga-
nul Girls’ College (science), Palmerston North lIluh School (agriculture), Otago
Boys” High School (science); while equipment for ‘practical work in science has
been prov1ded at New Plymouth High School, Wanganui Girls’ College, Wel-
lington Boys’ College, Timaru Girls’ lllgh School and Otago Boys’ High School.
The provision in thc way of laboratory accommodation is very satisfactory,
all of the boys’ and most of the girls’ schools being now adequately equipped
for practical work in science. Increasnw attention is being given to instruc-
tion in subjects relating to the home, and the staffs of the girls’ schools now
include teachers specially qualified to give instruction in this 1mportadnt branch
of a girl’s education. Of thesc teachers, seven received their training at holders
of home-science bursaries at the Otago University.

Approved classes for subjects bearing on rural life and pursuits were
carried on at twelve schools. At many of the rural secondary schools more
or less complete courses of agricultural instruction are now included in the
school curriculum, and should as they develop form an important feature
thereof, especially if, as appears to be the case, they continue to receive adequate
support at the hands of the communities concerned.

STAFFS 0F SECONDARY SCHOOLS.
(Table K4.)
The number of teachers on the staffs of secondary schools, excluding lower
departments, in the years 1915 and 1916 was as follows :—

- 1915, - 1916. ,

] Males.  Females.  Totall Males.  Females. Total.

Regular staff o174 126 300 175 148 323
Part time 44 42 36 41 45 86

[0

Included in the muulm stall of 828 teachers were 33 principals and 290
assistants.  According to the provisions of the Education Act, 1914, the num-
her of assistants in any secondary school must be not less than one for every
25 pupils, and it appears that for all schools taken together the average number
was 24. War conditions have made it difficult, and in same cases impossible,
to carry out the provisions of the Act, with the result that in individual schools
the number of pupils per assistant teacher ranged from 15 to 33. Including
the principals, the average number of pupils per teacher was 22, the numbm
ranging in the individual schools from 14 to 28. The cormbpondlng figures
for secondaxy schools on the grant list in England and Wales 1s 17-3, and for
schools in Ontario 24.

The head teacher of a district high school generally takes some part in the
secondary instruction, and receives from the Government the sum of £30 in
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