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The expenditure last year was reduced by the sum of £1,857, and I am glad to report thatby the strictest attention to detail by the whole of the staff I can this year report a further diminu-tion of £2,181, the expenditure for 1917 being £45,785, as against £47,966 for the previous year.
Following is a brief summary of the work carried out at each resort during the year, viz.: —

Rotorua.
Despite the continuance of the war the number of visitors to Rotorua during the year hasbeen well over the average. For obvious reasons the number of oversea visitors has greatlylessened, but this deficiency has been made good by the increased number of visitors fromwithin New Zealand. The absence of the wealthier class, and the consequently reduced spending-power of those who came, is evidenced by the fact that the revenue from the various tripsshows no material increase. A faotor in the numerical increase of visitors was doubtless the factthat there are in Rotorua a large number of soldiers in the local military hospitals whose relativeshave been visiting them.
The booking of tours at the local office shows a satisfactory increase, the amount rising from£1,374 to £1,679. &

Works.
Buildings, Reserves, <&c.—The various buildings and reserves have had the usual attentionas regards maintenance. Work in the gardens has been somewhat curtailed owing to scarcity oflabour and a desire to confine work to bare requirements.
Water-supply.—Nineteen new consumers were connected to the system during the year.2,000 ft. of 16 in. steel spiral pipe was laid in Fenton Street, extending from the intersection ofHineinoa Street to within a short distance of Malfroy Street. Eight new connections were madeto the sewage-system during the year.
Electrical Supply.—The service has been maintained during the year with great regularitythe work of rearranging the system of distribution throughout the town is gradually beingproceeded with, the chief hindrances being the scarcity of labour and the difficulty in procuringmaterial. The steadily increasing demand for energy is taxing the generating plant considerably*

and the margin of reserve power is now quite negligible. Owing to the departure from the townof most of the electricians m private business the Department has had to take up the work of),V "'\n£ Premises when necessary. During the year new consumers called for power to the extent ofob£ kilowatts, and 420,063 units were generated at the power-station.

Acclimatization.
Fishing.—The season which closed in May, 1916, was very successful, that at Waitahanui(laupo) being particularly good. An English angler camped in that neighbourhood secured in twomonths 1,060 fish, the heaviest of which weighed 111b., the average being 41b. A stretch ofthis stream has recently been cleared of snags and debris brought down by various floods andshould thus be more accessible to anglers for some time to come. During the'current season (whichopened in October m the southern portion of the district) the fishing at Taumarunui was par-ticularly good, some very fine trout in excellent condition being obtained. The fish in LakeRotorua have not been quite so plentiful, due no doubt to the vigour with which netting operationshave been pursued. At Tarawera a good average has been maintained.Shooting (Game).—.The season this year was the statutory close season which occurs every thirdyear but owing to the alleged plentifulness of quail and teal a concession of opening for twomonths was given Thirty-four brace of quail and five pheasants were liberated in the TongariroNational Park, which should form an ideal sanctuary for game. Twenty-six brace of quail, threepheasants, and one mallard duck were liberated at Taumarunui..Deer -During the 1916 season the Rotoiti herd gave the best results to stalkers, heads withfrom twelve to seventeen points being secured. Several other good heads were sighted, but owingto heavy bush cover the stalkers were unable to secure the stags. The Galatea herd was in veryfine condition, but was not very closely stalked, as the landowners in that locality are inclinedto conserve the stock and discourage indiscriminate shooting.During the year twenty-five deer were received—four from Mr. Chirnside, of Victoria andtwenty-one from the game farm at Paraparaumu.
A new herd has been started at Mount Edgecumbe. This is one of the best localities in whichdeer have been liberated; cover, feed, and water are plentiful, and this herd should make rapid

Morere Springs.
An unfortunate land-slide has been responsible for the demolition of the old bathhouseHans have been prepared for a new' and inexpensive structure which will be an improvement onthat destroyed, and which, it is hoped, will be erected in time for next season.

Hanmer Springs.
There is little to report from Hanmer Springs so far as this Department is concerned, as theplace is now practically used for the restoration of returned invalid soldiers. The revenue from£1*732 tea " h°USe' *°" shows a considerable increase, however, having risen from £1,594 to

Hermitage, Mount Cook.
decrelse6 l&? °De thk The reve " ue Bh°™ * flightdeciease, from £4 539 to £4,235, but the previous year was an exceptional one. The buildingsthough sorely taxed at holiday seasons, have met the requirements of the travelling publio faSfy
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