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The respective quantities of meat shipped from each port from the 3rd
March, 1915, to the 31st March, 1917, are set out in the following table :—

The quantities of meat which had either arrived at destination or were
afloat as on the 31st March were as follows :—

Beef (quarters) ... ... ... ... 1,268,627
Mutton (carcases) ... ... ... ... 5,140,964
Lamb (carcases) ... ... ... ... 6,809,934

The balance is accounted for by quantities of meat then on board steamers
loading in New Zealand and losses in the steamers " Clan MacTavish " and
" Eotorua."

The important work of inspection, grading, and cheeking weights, together
with the certification of statements furnished with regularity by the freezing
companies relating to quantities of meat on hand, killings, &c, is carried out
by the Live-stock Division of the Department of Agriculture.

System of Payment for Meat.
The system of payment for the meat adopted at the outset has been adhered

to, and has proved satisfactory. The method adopted is for consignors to for-
ward shipping documents and invoices to the Department of Imperial Govern-
ment Supplies and draw on Wellington, which by an arrangement made with the
banks in the Dominion they are able to do without any expense. In the case
of freezing companies freezing on account of clients, however, it has
been arranged that the company concerned shall forward all documents
direct to the Department in Wellington, together with a statement showing to
whom payment is desired to be made for specified shipments. Cheques are
thereupon posted directly to the clients named, and are made payable free of
exchange. This method obviates the necessity for the freezing company fur-
nishing more than one set of documents, and prevents the delay which would
arise if a set of documents had to be prepared and forwarded to individual
clients and subsequently submitted to the Department in Wellington for settle-
ment.

Payment is made for shipments by the Department usually within twenty-
four hours of the receipt of documents.

The funds required for the purchases are provided by the Imperial Govern-
ment through the High Commissioner, to whom application is made by the

fort of Shipment.
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