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Trade with the Pacific Islands.
The Committee lots inquired into the question of trade with the Pacific islands, particularly the
Fijian, Samoan, and Cook Groups. The information available is limited and inclusive in
character, but there are many indications that the resources of the islands arc capable of con-
siderable extension, especially in regard to the fruit and copra industries, the production of
fruit in particular being capable of almost unlimited development, which would secure for the
Dominion a plentiful and cheap supply. It was further shown that, owing to the shortage and
irregularity of shipping and the high freights ruling, the import and export trade has been
considerably restricted.

The Committee recommends to the favourable consideration of the Government:—
(1.) That the Government should take measures to bring about an improved and regular

steamer service between the various islands and the Dominion.
(2.) That an exhaustive inquiry be made by a competent business man, who should be

engaged to visit the principal islands and report generally upon the whole ques-
tion of the present and future possibilities of trade.

(•j.) That investigations should be made regarding the possible existence of phosphates
and guano deposits.

19th October, 1917.

Jasper and Aroillite Industry.

I have the honour to report that the Committee has been approached by the owners of the Jasper
Quarry, Island Bay, for assistance in obtaining the necessary permit from the authorities to
enable the shipment to Great Britain and America of samples of jasper and argillite for the
purpose of exhibition.

After hearing evidence thereon the Committee recommends that the Government grant the
necessary facilities to the Wellington Jasper and Argillite Quarries (Limited) for the shipment
of a limited quantity of samples tit the company's expense to the destinations indicated above.

Further, the Committee suggests that, where practicable, samples of these anil other suitable
stones or marbles shall be used in the construction and embellishment of the new Parliament
Buildings, it being the opinion of the Committee that the decorative effect of the building would
be enhanced, and the stone itself be of interest to the public as a specimen of New Zealand
production.

27th October, 1917.

Special Report.

I have the honour to report that the Industries Committee desires to place on record its hearty
appreciation of the capable, painstaking, and courteous manner in which the Chairman, Mr.
Wilkinson, has directed the business of the Committee during its proceedings.

27th October, 1917.

Special Report.
I am directed to report that the Industries Committee desires to place on record its appreciation
of the services of the Clerk (Mr. C. Hartridge), who has carried out his duties with promptitude,
ability, ami tact throughout the present session.

27th October, 1917.

Final Report.

I am directed to report that the Industries Committee has had under consideration the general
question of the industries of the Dominion, paying special attention to new or neglected enter-
prise, and in connection therewith considerable evidence has been taken.

Reports have been presented to the House on the following subjects : (1) The utilization of
steel scrap; (2) tar products; (3) trade with the Pacific islands; and (4) jasper and argillite.

The Committee has held thirteen meetings, which have been well attended.
In response to a circular letter forwarded to fifty-five Chambers of Commerce and three

industrial associations throughout the Dominion much valuable information has come to hand,
which it is anticipated will prove of great assistance for future reference.

27th October, 1917.
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