C.—13.

1917.
NEW ZEALAND.

AGGREGATION OF PRIVATE LAND.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3lst MARCH. 1917.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assemdly purswant to Section G5 of the Land Laws
Amendment Aet, 1913,

SIR,— Departinent of Lands and Survey, Wellington, 1st May, 1917,
I have the honowr to submit the following report for the year ended 31st March, 1917.

The powers given by Part VIT of the Land Laws Amendment Act, 1913 (regarding land
acquired by way of aggregation), have been cxercised in all cases that have come under notice.

Instructions were issued o officers of the Lands and Survey Department to report any cases
of aggregation of which they may become aware; and a number of roports have been received,
all of which have heen thor ouéhlv investigated.

In all cases in which there appeared to be any probability Lh(l,f the land acquired would be
sufticient. for a scparate holding, the Board of Land Purchase Commissioners was divected to
report. whether the aggregation was contrary to the public interests, and whether the land was
switable for acquisition hy the Crown. None of the reports reccived from the Board have been
favourable to the acquisition of the land by the Crown. In the cases of blocks thiat may have
been suitable for settlement, the reason gencrallyv was that the price paid by the purchaser wus
in cxcess of that at which the Board considered the land could be dealt with and leased to
gettlers with prospects of successful settlement and reasonable margin of profit.  Consequently
no propertics have been acquired by the Government durving the year. The Board has still some
propertics under consideration.

Purticulars of cases of aggregalbion, with the action taken, and the result of the investigation,
are as follows

AvckLaxp Lanp Disrtricr.
Le Awamulv.—While preliminary investigation was being made the properties affected were
subdivided by the owners.
Hawkn's Bay Lanp DisTricr.
Tuahu and Hoangaroa Survey Diséricts.~—Four transaetions, cach of which involved aggrega-
tiom, the sume person being the purchaser in each case, were referred to the Board of Land Purchase
Commissioners, and are at present under consideration.

WeLLiNgTOoN LaAnn DisTricr.

Survey Disiricts of Hautapu, Ongo, Apiti, and Oroua.—Six owners were concerned, but of
these three were found not to have acquired land by way of aggregation. Fourteen transactions
by the remaining three persons were investigated, and seven of these were veferred to the Board
of Land Purchase Commissioners.  The Board reported that only one block was suitable for sub-
division, but that they could not recommend the acquisition of 1t at the price paid for it by the
owner.

Orago LaNp Drsrrier.

Lake County.—Two cases were reported.  Upon investigation it was found that the trans-
actions did not cowne within the definition of aggregation.
T have, &c.,
T. N. Bronriok,
Under-Secretary for Lands.
The Right Hon. W. F. Massey, P.C., Minister of Lands.

Adpprozimate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given ; printing (850 copies), £1.

By Authority : Marcus' T, Marks, Goyvernment Printer, Wellinglon.—1917.
Price 3d.
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