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SurrLy 1o Locan AUTHORITIES.

Large extensions of the reticulation svstem have been carried out during the year by the
Christchurch City Couueil, the Waimaivi (,/()‘unt'\,, Lytielton and Sumncr Bomu(rhx, and the Tai
Tapu_ bairy (litmll’mll,\'. The Kaiapoi Borougl Council took over the reticulation within their
boundary at the end of the finaneial vear. l]m Eyre County, Rangiora County, and Rangiora
Hmmwh Counetls are m,\l‘\llm«r reticulations, which will he put in service during the ensuing year.
The Christchurch Dratnage Bo.m] s osewerage pumping plant was converted to electric d11v1ng,
the supply being given Hnmlnh the Ciiy Council. The change has eficeted a substantial reduction
in the cost of puniping. The Sumner Borough waterworks pumping plant was converted from
an oil-enging drive to an electric drive, and a contract was entered into for operating the Lyttelton
Borongh pumping plant. the electric supply being restrieted {o night service.

Bunk-surrny CoNsSUMERS.

A contraet was centered into during the vear with Messrs, Waddell and Sons for a supply of
power for steelsmelting, A contrack was unnplelul with a syndicate for the supply of electric
cenergy for the manufacture of caustic soda and hydunhlml(: acld.  Arrangements were made
during the year to supply the last of the tanneries and fellmongeries, seven in all, within reach
of the existing power-lines. Al five flour-wills in the arca of supply are now being supplied with
power from Lake Coleridge. A supply to a secd-cleaning plant was cffected during the year,
the electrie motor in this case replacing a suetion-gas engine.
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Errenae Viamens Traomox,
Remrkably suecossful vesults lve heen obtained during the vear in the application of the

clectrie hattery to road Araction in Christehureh, There are now abont twentyv-live vehicles in
vegithar cammerciad operation in the eity, two eleetvie dorries being in use by the Public Works
Bepaciiment and fous by the Cheistehoreh City Couneils Phe vated milonge of Aty o sixty miles
pee dayis heing well madntained in practices and the cost of running is ])l'4)\‘ill;l‘ Toss than half
teat of petrol. The advantage of electricbattery traction from an cleelvic snpply point of view i
iat the hatterios are chareed during the night when the power plant s lghtly loaded.  "This offers
the possibility of a fovther improvement e the Toad factors and the City Conneil are making
preparatians for developine the business on aovery Taree seale.
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