REPORT.

I.THE WORK OF THE YIEIAR.
I, Work armsiNg ot or rak War.

AEavy volune of unn-\]mml(nu with the Government Statisticinn and the Defence Department
respeeting persons drawn in hallols has been dealt with,

The Miditary Serciee del, 1976, ="The most important work under this Act during the year
was the balloting ol wnenihers of the Sceond Division. This matter is discussed in detail iu the
Government Statistician’s Report. )

A number of applications by Reservists under seetion 42 of the Act for permission to chauge

therr arnes were received and dealt with. A peeuliar feature of this work was that many of
the wpplications were for |u-|~miwinn for the Reservists to use their real numes, this arising
frow the faer thai the At nidkes it compulzory for every Reservist to use the name by which

he was custonareily known on the st November, 1915,

Pevinits and Passporis. The number of applications from persons for permission to leave
New Zealand dor other comntries s well maiutained, a noticeable feature being the inerensed
mnber of travellers to Canada the United States of America, aud Japan.

Reservists who arve classed in for serviee are not allowed to leave the Dominion except under
wsubstantial hond 1o cusnree their return \\'illlin a xpecified period.

I order to corserve the man-power of the Dominion the departure of men over military age,
and those of military age whose services are not required in a military capacity. but who are
of value for civilian ocenpations. i restricted inoa manner similar Ao that pertaining to fit
Rexervists, with the exeeption that when the reasons adduced are deemed to be of pressing neeessity
permission is pranted such men to remain absent for an indefinite period,

Retnrued soldiers discharged afrer serviee abroad and exempted from further serviee arve
granted permission to leave the Dominion uneonditionally.

The hoperial Governmeni's restrictions against women and children joining a ship travers
ing the danger-zones, which canfe into aperation during February, 19170 ave still in foree, hut
during the Tast few months the pressure of applicants has relaxed, owing to the shortage of
accommolation on vessels sailing by diveet rontes and the substantinl inerease in fares.

The War Regulations of the 20st Angusic 19160 and the 26th February, 1917, governing the
Lurdine in the Domdnden of percons arriving by oversea vessels, arve proving to be of great value,
for. v addition o the cheek kept on all sueh persons. it hax heen found possible effectively to
prevent men of amlitary aee coming 1o the Dominion to accept lucrative employment whilst
evading their responsibilities ander the Alilitary Service Act, 1976, This has been accomplished
withont harassing the bonea fide visitor.

During the vear the American Government has issned directions that no alien will be allowed
to Land in the United States of Mmerien unless iu possession of o passport viséd in the country
tn which the passport was issueil. Visé mayv he effected by the Consul-General at Anekland, or the
Consulir Oflicers at Wellington, Christehureli. and Dunedin.

The Japanese Government has made o similar provision. and all travellers to Japan must
obtain visé of their passports by the Consul-General for Japan at either Svdnev or Honolulu,
according to the route taken.

Registration of Alicns Aet, 1917 In the Government Statistician’s report is given an interest-
g table showing bivthplaces by ares and sexes of aliens registered under this Aet as at Tst July,
LT Despite the extremely short time available after the passing of the Aet in which to make
regulations and ihe neeessary arrangements with the Police and Customs, the work haxs proceeded
<noothlv from the heginning. The Aet not applying to aliens naturalized in New Zealand, the
of conrse, not a trne indication of the total number of persons in the Dominion
of forcign extraction: in partientar they do not show anvthing like the munber .of =o-called
Anstrians, Chinese lead the sty the total number heiug 1,826, Austro-Hungarians (the great
majority of whom are Dalimatinns) come nextowith 1,123 Germany, thivd, with 785 ; Danes fourth,
with 395, Tn the whole of the Dominion there are hut six Japanese.  The numbers of French and
Svrians, 103 and 153 vespeetively, are also surprisingly low,

Chunges of Namwes of Persons other than Reserpists -=The usnal number of applieations by
alien enemies under the War Iwgu]atmn\ for permission to change their names were received.
fn addition wany British \'nl)]ui\' with German munes are seeking permission to adopt English
names. Fach application is tveated on it mervitse and where inguiries made on behalf of 1he
Department disclose that the applieant is thoronghly Toval and bevond doubt of British nationality

fonres given are,

the desived permission ix usually granted.
War Funds det. 1975, - The leaislation of Tast session which made it necessary for those

promoiing patriotic entertainments to obfain permits therefor has led to a great increase of
work in the War Funds Office.

The svstem of monthly statements of transactions of Patriotic Socicties has heen discontinued,
ilie <ocieties now heing n-qmu-d to furnish quarvterly statements onlv.
recognize that the War Funds Office exists not to keep a cheek on
their aetivities. bt fo belp them with the resalt that whatever little diffieulties in the way of
wilisfactorily administering the Aet existed in the first vear or so have now heen overcome.
and socictios readily seek adviee from the office on varionux

Socicltios now eenerally

Yetiens are farnished promptiy,

matters,
e reculidions umler the Aet were amended o view of the fresh legislation, and the

Patriolic Secictiod’ Handhook was vewritten, published. and distributed to all societies.
A very valuable statistieal refurn showing the tr ansnctions of all socicties for the past three
vears ling Leen prepared by the officer in charge. and will be presented to Parliament as a separate

'l‘l])( r.
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