H.—-24.

8

2. It may be of interest to note the following comparative ligures i—-

Yoar.

1917
1916
1915

to14

! Bituminous,

Tons.
1.247,989
1,422,074
1,404,400
1,494,315

Coa) produced in Dominion.

Other Kinds,

Tons. ‘
820,430
855,061 |
804,224 ‘
781,280 ’

Coal imported.

Lons.
291,597
203,956
363,471
518,070

Total.

Tons.
2,360,016
2,051,091
2,b62,08H
2,793,663

It will be observed from the above schedule that the figures Tor 1917 show a decrease of 191,075

fons when compared with the same period for 1916,

sible Jor 186 3 tons ol this shortage, and the importations 2,309 tons.
ble for 188,716 [ &l hortage, and the importations 2,359 t

CompArisoN or (Acruan) Oureurs ano Imeowrrearions ror Figsr Ning Montns ow

1918 RESPECTIVELY.

Coal produced within the Dominion is respon-

1917 AND

1917, 1918:
M Produced in Dominion. Produeced in Dominion.
onth. Coal . Coal
B | ’ (r)thel: ! imported. | Total. ()thorr im[;(:?{scd. Total.
Hard Coal. ; Kinds. | i Hard Coal. Kinds.
e : i ‘
Tons. "Tons. Tons. ¢ - lons, ; Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons.
January 89,049 i b58.5H81 14,722 | 162,352 i 76,816 67.535 15,925 160,274
Lebruary 84,104 52,517 29,958 | 166,579 | 90,696 63,108 18,560 172,364
March 97,816 59,394 90,682 247,892 75,963 67,453 18,793 162,209
April o 25,484 43,793 7,804 77,081 82,420 73,545 20,733 176,698
May.. | 110,667 | 67,115 56,491 234,273 97,991 85,607 36,497 220,095
June 103,254 i 62,376 29,654 195,284 096,489 | 74,427 22,093 193,009
July 109,682 69,430 27,071 206,183 93,537 86,581 24,727 204,845
August 110,882 75,523 11,995 198,400 69,709 82,741 25,991 178,441
September 99,126 71,866 548 171,540 85,221 79,865 30,628 196,714
Grand totals | 830,064 | 560,595 | 268,925 (1,659,584 | 768,842 | 680,860 | 213,947 |1,663,649
....... .
CeNsus 01 Coan STOCKS BY GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN,
"'ons.
As ab 30th Aped, 1917 185,286
As at 3lst July, 1917 218,907
As at 3lst October, 1917 191,249
As at 3lst January, 1918 P78, 192
As ab 30th April, 1918 151,866
As at 3lst July, 1918 ° 178,301

. R
To e it is a matbter for regret that New Zealand dues not under war vounditions produce suflicien
coal to mecet its needs, and so release from employment the valuable tonnage used in bringing over

extensive gquantities from Newcastle.

The beneficral results which would flow to the Dominion {rom

sueh o release would, in my opinion, constitute a permanent advantage 1o our people,

FACILITies #OR HANDLING COAL-suPPLiks At iy Four Main Powrrs in Nuw ZRaLAND.

3. On the 28ud August, 1917, 1 addressed my colleague the Hon. Minister for Public Works, ax

[ollows :

“{1.) Attention having been dirccted to the Toss of time and the expense incurred in
handling coal-supplies at main centres, it has occurred to we as advisable to colleet inforna-
tion in regard to labour-saving appliances, with a view to obtaining a comprehensive report
[rom some competent source in regard to the matter generally.

*“(2.) I shall be obliged, therefore, if you can find it convenient to depute one of your
officers, or to request your Department, to investigate the position and furnish me with a full
report in regard to the matter.
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