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cut out, but north of Mohaka the conditions of the industry are sound, and the demand for timber
keeps steady, with the result that all the mills have ready sale for their output.

Number of Mills working, dc. Ten mills in all have worked during the year, the sawn output
from the log of cach kind of timber during the vear being as foll()ws Rimu, 3,118,775 sup. ft.;
matai, 163 G‘M sup. ft.; white-pine, 2,2]7,()I2 sup. ft. ; : totara, 13,016 sup. ft.; birch, 19,706 sup. ft.

lx’of/all,z(’,.s' and L’cn/s received from Ticenses and sales of tnnbm: from Crown lands, £107 10s.

Net Wholesale Prices. Per 100 sup. {t. : Rimuw—0.B., 15s. and 16s. to 20s. 3d.; clean Q.B., 18s,
to 195, Matar- O.B., 15s. and 16s. to 20s. 3d.; heart, 19+ 6d. to 28s. Totara— Clean heart, 44s.
and 45s. White-pine - - Ordinary, 20s.; clean, 22s, ()d. Kauri--First class, 42s.; rough heart,
37s. 6d. )

Approwvanate Duration of Suwpplics—Under present conditions the trade supplies in lower part of
the Hawke's Bay District will probably not last more than three or fuur years, and so far as the
northern patrt of the district is concerned it may last from twelve to fifteen years at present rate of
cutting.

Utilization of Timber formerly litle wsed.-There ig an increase in the production and use of Pinus
visignds and poplar.  Silver-beech is not utilized so far in the southern end of Hawke’s Bay District.

" There was practically no destruction by fires.

There is o clamant need for a vigorous afforestation policy to make provision for future require-

ments in view of the fast disappearing bush here, as clsewhere.

WELLINGTON.

a0 11 M. MeCrure, Conservator of State Forests (Commissioner of Crown Lands).

The general condition of the sawmilling industry is sound, and orders are numerous. Forty-nine
mills are in operation, cutting from 80 000 to 300,000 sup. ft. per month, a mean average being
150,000 sup. ft., or o total of 70,()00,000 sup. ff.. per annum, the principal timbers being rimu, 45 per
cent. 3 totara, 15 per cent. ; matai, 30 per cent. ; and kahikatea, 10 per cent.

The net wholesale cash prices per 100 sup. ft. on trucks are as follows :——Rimu : 0.B. scantlings,
5.3 O.B. boards and planks, to 9 in. wide, 20s. (clean, 24s.) ; O.B. boards and planks, to 12 in. wide,
21s. (clean, 2b1.) 5 & in. full-cut vough lining, 8 in. or 9 in. by } in., 12s. 6d. ; % in. rough lining, T. and G.,
6 in., 8in., or 9in. by £ in., 19s. 6d (dry, 22+.); O.B. rimu, 4in. or Gin. by §in., T.G. and B. or V.,
22s. 6d. (dry, 26s.); rough hea.rt, to 91n., 22s.; rough heavt, 10in. and 12 in., 284. ; bmldmg heart,
to 9in., 36s.; heart, 10in. and 12in., 385. ; (,lmn heart, to 9in., 36s.; clean heart, 10 in. (md
1210, 38.  Matai: Clean heart rustic or T. and G., 34s. 6d. (dry, 37s.); rough hea.rt rustic or
T and G, 275, 6d. (dry, 29s. 6d.); O.B. rustic or T. and G, 24s. (dry, 26s. 6d.). Totara: O0.B.
scantlings, 2ls.;  clean O.B. boards, 25s. (dressed 27s. 6d., dry 2s. 6d. extra); rough heart, 25s. ;
bml(lmtf heart, 39s.; clean heart, 41s. 6d. Specified lengths in scantlings 1s., other sizes 2s., per
100 ft. extra.

No milling-timber has been destroyed by fire during the year, and the above-mentioned are the
only classes of timber at present being milled.

The time-sheet of an average mill will total £500 per month ; running-expenses, royalty, oil, belt-
ing-repadrs, and renewing plant, £250 per month.  During the war the output fell about 33 per cent.,
but is mow practically normal.

Royalties received : From State forests, £39; rents, £267; from timber cut on Crown land,
£2,364 ; national endowments, £647 : total, £3,178.

MarLBOROUGH.

H. J. Lowk, Conservator of State Forests (Commissioner of Crown Lands).

The timber industey in this district is gradually dying out on acconnt of the milling-timber in the
native forest being almost exhsusted, and unless beech (birch) timber becomes more popular com-
mereially the end of the industry so far as this district is concerned is within sight.

During the year ten mills have been in operation, seven in the northern portion of the district
and three small plants in the Kaikoura district. Two old-established mills have closed down, leaving
cight working at the close of the year. Of these five (including those in the Kaikoura district) are
«uttmu on private property, the bulance being one on Crown lands and two on State forest. About
half the outpit of the northern mills is absorbed between Blenheim and Nelson, but the southern plants
do not cut suflicient for the local requirements.

The amount of royalties received during the year was as follows : Crown lands, £305 16s. 1d.
State forests, £1,228 9s. Td. ; land for sottlemcnts £80 19s. 4d. : total, £1,615 Bs.

The net wholesale prices per 100 sup. ft. charged for the different timbers are as follows: O.B.
rimu, 23s. 6d.; clean lLeart vimu, 29s. 6d.; white-pine, Is. 6d. less than rimu; matai, 35s.; beech
(birch), 37Ts.

The prices at Kaikoura for imported timber are gencrally dearer, being——for local production
of all sorts of timber, 20s. ; for imported timber, O.B., on wharf, 30s.; heart rinu, on wharf, 45s. ;
heart matai, on wharf, 44s.; heart totara, on wharf, 49s. ; white-pine, on wharf, 37s. 6d.

The approximate duration of the industry is five years, although, with isolated and at one time
unpayable patches of timber, the diminishing supply, through exhaustion, and the attention now
being directed to Pinus insignis, the 1ndustry may be prolonged for a few more years. There are
some very fine plantations of exotic timbers, but not sufficient to supply the annual consumption.
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