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named was £115,546, it will be seen that, taking all the schools together, the con-
ditions of the Act were complied with. A few of the Boards, however, did not
carry out this condition—owing in most cases to the impossibility of obtaining the
required number of suitable teachers—and in all such cases refunds will be made to
the Department.

Taking into account the monetary assets and liabilities of the twenty-two
Boards of public secondary schools in operation it appears that the total debit
balance at the end of 1918 was £37,239, ten Boards having a debit and twelve a
credit balance. The debit balances are for the most part due to loans raised or
overdrafts incurred on account of the erection of necessary buildings ; one school
alone is responsible for a liability of £24,000 on account of recent large purchases
of land, and another school for over £15,000 in connection with extensive building
operations. The following is a summary of the monetary assets and liabilities
at the end of the year :—

Monetary Assets £ Liabilities. £

Bank balances ..
.. .. 42,055 I Overdrafts and loans .. .. 65,626

Other assets ..
.. ... 22,229 Other liabilities •..

.. .. 35,897
£64,284 £101,523

Debit balance .. .. £37,239

It should be pointed out that the Boards' assets in the way of buildings and
sites are not included in these figures ; otherwise all Boards would show large
credit balances.

Further details of the income and expenditure of individual secondary schools
will be found in Tables K5-KB.

Secondary Education Reserves Revenue.
The total amount received by High School Boards from this fund amounted

in 1918 to £8,313. Details of the distribution are shown in Table K9.

Lower Departments of Secondary Schools.
(Table K10.)

The Education Act provides that pupils who have not obtained a certificate
of competency in the subjects of Standard V or a higher standard of the public-
school syllabus may be admitted to a lower department of a secondary school if
they are taught in a separate building or class-room, and if no part of the actual
cost of their instruction or of the maintenance of the department is met out of
the endowments of the secondary school or out of any moneys granted' by the
Government. There were lower departments in fourteen secondary schools during
1918, the total number of pupils in these departments (which increases each year)
was 665—397 boys and 268 girls. The total payments on account of the salaries
of teachers and incidental expenses were £4,658, and the total receipts from fees,
&c, were £4,626. Taken, as a whole these departments were therefore practically
self-supporting ; in two cases still, however, the payments exceeded the receipts,
and controlling authorities are warned against the illegality of using secondary-
school funds for the upkeep of such institutions.
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