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The principal decreases were—
Absconding from industrial schools .. 41 Illegally on premises .. .. 83
Abusive, insulting, or threatening words or Indecent exposure or behaviour .. .. 53

behaviour . . .. .. . . 50 Keeping disorderly houses or brothels .. 37
Cruelty to animals .. .. . . 42 Neglected and criminal children .. . . 48
Deserting from Military Forces . . . . 173 Obscene and profane language . . . . 81
Deserting from merchant ships . . .. 155 Soliciting prostitution .. . . 73
Drunkenness . . .. . . .. 1,571 Vagrancy offences .. .. .. 253
Failing to maintain wives and families . . 261

The following return shows the number of offences reported in each police district during the
year, the number of cases in which arrests or summonses resulted, and the number in which no
prosecution followed :—

The percentage of arrests or summonses resulting from offences reported during the year 1918
was 94-62, the figures of the preceding year being 95-29.

Serious Crimes.
The following is a return of the number of serious crimes as compared with the previous year :—
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Indecent and sexual offences were as under:—
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