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TARANAKI.
Extracr vrom i Rurorr o tun EpvcaTion Bosrb,

Stralford. District High School—Despite the changes in the school staff, the work of the
Stratford Distriet High School’s secondary departmeunt retains a satisfactory efficiency. The school
HOW pmvul«.s in addition to the ordlna,rv literary studies, full courses of training in domestic
and rural scicuce and in commercial work. For these subjects special instructors, in addition
to the ordinary staff, are cmployed. The whole of the work of the school has a bias towards
agriculture, and that important subject is taken as a study in every class.

WANGANUL
Exrracr rroM Tk RuporT oF THE INSPEOTORS OF SCOHOOLS.
Durin;_; the year the district high schools suffered greatly through changes in the teaching
staff. It is a thousand pities more young teachers do not prepare for secondary-school teaching
but so long as they avoid science during their University course so long will they be of lltﬂb
service in the district high schools. We do not remember a time when teachers of the type we
require were so scarce. Trom this cause our district high schools are languishing: the largest
departiment, which a few vears ago had more than eighty pupils on the roll, has now about half
that number; three of the smaller departinents have a desperate struggle for existence, and dis-
establishment is threatening. In two instances the departments are prospering, and in these
cases the staff has been permanent and the instruction regular and efficient. We do not think
the failure of the smaller departments is to be taken as indicating that there is little demand
for secondary education in the country districts. We ascribe the failure to lack of efficient
teaching and to lack of continuity in the instruction. The Board's special vocational courses
in animal husbandry and in shearing were well attended by pupils fron the Wanganui Technical
College and the district high schools.

HAWKE’S BAY.
Exrracr yroM Tk REPORT or THE INSPECTORS 0F SCHOOLS
The following table shows the roll number at the end of the year in the distriet higl schools :—
(=] )

Boys. Uirls. Total.
Hastings Lo 19 20 39
Waipawa L28 20 43
Woodville . .. 16 16 32
58 56 114

Towards the end of the year the Department decided to establish a district high school at
Waipukurau. This iy preparatory to providing a technical high school for that part of Hawke’s
Bay. DPlans of buildings have been submitted to the Department. Meanwhile secondary work
will be comumenced under temporary conditions. In course of time, with proper application of
such endowments as the Howard bequest, this school should rival the Agricultural College of
Hawkesbury, in New South Wales.

Of the works in these divisious generally it may be remarked that in studies bearing on
vocabtion, such as agricultural science and dairy science, there appears to us to have been great
progress in education during recent years—progress more marked than at any other stage of
primary or secondary work, infant-roomn teaching possibly excepted. Arrangements are in hand
to extend the facilities for a commercial education at Hastings, at which centre there is a move-
ment to disestablish the district high school with a view to instituting a technical high school.

Exrracr vroM Rupronrt or EpvoarioN Boarp.

As in previous vears, the first- and second-year pupils of the secondary departments of the
distriet high schools took the rural course. The aim of the course is to prov1de a good general
education in secondar N subjects, and also to prepare the pupils for the Public Service Entrance
Kxamination. The science work has been continued for the third and fourth year, thus enabling
pupils to take science for their Matriculation Examination. The following table shows the
numbem on the 10113 ot the various schools at the end of the years 1918 and 1919 respectively :(—

School. Class. Roll itgllgnd of Roll ?&Jg'nd of
Hastings .. .. .. | Rural—Benior . - 18 16
Junior .. .. 17 26
. Matriculation .. .. 4 5
Waipawa .. .. .. | Rural—Senior - .. 12 12
Junior .. .. 22 22
Matriculation .. .. 9 4
Woodville .. .. .. | Rural—Senior . .. 10 9
Junior .. .. 14 19
Matriculation .. .. 8 4
Rural course totals .. .. .. . 93 104
Mutriculation totals .. .. .. .. 21 13
Grand totals .. .. .. .. 114 117

Tlhe average attcndanu, of pup11~; in the secondary departments for the year was as follows:
Hastings, 40; Waipawa, 50; Woodville, 34: total, 124.
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