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Table showing the Grading-points scored by the Creamery Butter and Cheese graded throughout New
Zealand for the Year ended 31st March, 1921.

Charge for Grading Butler and Cheese.
A charge for services rendered by this Division in the grading of butter and cheese has been

under consideration on various occasions. In the earlier days of the industry the work of grading
was undertaken as a national duty for tho purpose of improving the quality of butter and cheese
manufactured for export. The developments since then bear testimony to the wisdom of the plan
and methods adopted. Keener competition evidenced in the disposal of butter and cheese for
export caused buyers to give more attention to quality. The grade-note was accepted in lieu of a
buyer's examination, and this has grown into a custom which saves buyers considerable expense as
compared with present practice in North America and elsewhere. Tho grade-note has therefore
practically become a commercial document.

The costs relating to tho grading of dairy-produce and the instruction at dairy factories have
boon increasing during recent years owing to the growth of the industry and the payment of higher
salaries. It was therefore deemed necessary to institute as from the Ist January, 1921, a charge
for the services rendered, and a fee of Id. per box of butter and ljd. per crate of cheese was
authorized. It is only fair to state that no complaint has yet been heard from any dairy company
against such fee being charged.

Casein.
The increase in the production of butter was accompanied as a consequence by an increase in

skim-milk. There was a greater inclination to convert the latter into casein, and the output of this
product showed a very considerable increase, the export at 1,760 tons denoting an increase of some
75 per cent.

Both lactic and rennet casein were manufactured, a large proportion of the latter being produced
toward the end of the season. This variety improved somewhat in quality this season, but it is
considered there is still a good deal of room for improvement before the New Zealand article attains
to the degree of excellence maintained by French rennet casein, which supplies the highest class at
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