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At Waipatiki and Waitangi, near Whatatutu, boring was discontinued, results being negative.
The Kotuku Prospecting Syndicate, operating near Greymouth, drilled a hole to a depth of 930 ft.,
with negative result.
AsBESTOS.

The New Zealand Asbestos Company, operating near Takaka, produced 5 ewt., valued at £50.

SULPHUR.

At Rotorua, on a Crown lease situated south of the racecourse, and held by Messrs. Donne and
Birks, 873 tons 12 cwt. of crude fumarolic sulphur was obtained, as against 746 tons 3 ewt. during the
previous year. o
VI. STONE-QUARRY INSPECTION AND STATISTICS.

By scction 2 of the Stone-quarries Amendment Act, 1920, the application of the Act was
extended to include every place, not being a mine, in which persons work in qudrrymg stone and
any part of which has a face more than 15 ft. deep, and also in any tunnel in the construction
of which explosives are used. The Act, however, does not apply to any Government operations,
or any road or railway-cutting, or excavations for buildings.

The stone-quarrying industry continues to advance in importance, during 1921 the value
of stone, &e., produced being £358,362 as against £314,470 for the previous year.

The following is a table showing the number of quarries under the Stone-quarries Acts, also
the number of persons ordinarily employed thereat, and the annual output and value of crude
stone durmu ]921 :
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QUARRY ACCIDENTS.

The following is a summary ol scrious accidents during 1921 at quarries under the Stone-quarries

Act: - B
i Number of Accidents. \ Number of Sufferers.
Cause., | T ‘ A K e
‘ Fatal. Scrious. ] Killed. ’ S;;r]lg;lefgv
S e R . o e e S
Explosives . . . . .. .. .. ‘ 1 - 1 1
Falls of ground .. . .. 1 ; .. ‘ 1 | ..
Falling from face or during ascent or dosce nt. .. .. .. ‘ 3 ‘ .. i 3
Totals .. .. .. .. .. 1 ‘ 4 1 |

'I‘he fatal accldent is in the proportion 0-64 per 1,000 persons employed.

The following is a brief description of the fatal accident : On the 19th April, while David Bower
(60), manager of the Balclutha Borough quarry was barring down rock in the quarry, a large piece
came away suddenly from the face stmLmtr him on the ](g and breaking it. Later he developed
pleurisy, and on the 5th June he died of embolism due to the accident. No inquest was held.

VII. STATE ATD TO MINING.
(1.) SuBsIDIZED PROSPECTING.

During the year ended 31st March, 1922, twenty-nine approved prospecting-parties were
granted subsidies amounting to £1,980, of which £502 was expended during the year. In addition,
£3,261 aunthorized during previous years was expended.

Upon subsidized prospecting operations sixty-five persons were intermittently employed during
the year; in five cases the results attained were satisfactory.

The following is a statement showing the number of subsidized prospectors, the amount of subsidy
granted, and paid, also the character and result of such prospecting operations, from the 1st April,
1921, to the 31lst March, 1922.
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