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greatly interfered with the regularity of attendance. The percentage of regularity
(89-8) does not fall far short of the highest figure yet attained—namely, 903, in the
year 1919. Every education district shows an improvement in this respect, the
percentages ranging from 88*4 to 92-2, the latter high figure of attainment being
reached in the Otago District. Compared with the results achieved in other
countries, the regularity of attendance in New Zealand is distinctly good, and it is
felt that the improved attitude of parents towards this matter is largely -responsible
for the high standard reached during recent years.

The following figures represent the total number of children (of whom the
average weekly roll number was given above) in average attendance at registered
schools giving primary instruction : —

Public .schools (excluding secondary departments of dis- '920. 1921.
trict high .schools) .. .. .. .. 168,8.16 179,866

Native village and mission schools .. .. .. 4,861 5,198
Registered private primary schools .. .. .. 19,162 20,941
Lower departments of secondary schools .. .. 688 710

Totals ..
.. .. ..193,527 206,715

Classification, Age, and Examination of Pupils.

Classification and Age of Pupils.
The classification of pupils is reported by the Inspectors of Schools to be

carried out intelligently by the teachers as a whole. In small country schools
where previously there was weakness in this respect the assistance given by the
organizing teacher has resulted in a considerable improvement. The seriousness
of undue retardation of pupils has been previously emphasized in this report, and
teachers as a, whole now realize the importance of, as far as possible, allowing the
pupil to progress at his natural rate.

The following table shows the classification of pupils of primary schools, the
numbers between the heavy horizontal lines representing children regarded as of
normal classification, those above the upper lines children brighter than the
average, and those below the lower lines children below normal classification :—

Classified Return of the Numbers on the Rolls of Public Schools at the end of 1921, excluding
Secondary Departments of District High Schools.
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