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ANNUAL REPORT BY THE ADMINISTRATOR
FOR THE YEAR 1923-24.

I. TRADE.

From the point of view of trade the past year has been one of depression, and the revenue of the
Administration has suffered heavily in consequence.  The total trade figures were little more than
half those of 1920, which was a record year for trade in Samoa. In making comparisons with 1920
it must be borne in mind that trade conditions were not then normal, owing to the high market values
and to cxcessive imports that year to the extent of nearly £200,000, from the cffects of which Samoa
is only just beginning to recover. One interesting feature of last year’s trade is that in spite of the
depression the exports of copra were almost double those of 1920,
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From the foregoing graph it will be seen that the trade returns have been falling since 1920, and
that last year’s trade was the lowest since 1917, but higher than any previous to that date. The
reduced volume of trade last year was not due to diminished production by the Natives, whose sole
contribution to the trade of the Territory is copra, the Native output of this product for 1923 being
10,000 tons, which quantity has been exceeded only on two previous occasions in the history of
Samoa—viz., 1919 and 1922.

The principal causes which contributed to the reduced trade during the past year were—
(1) Extremely low market price of our products; (2) damage done to plantations by the heavy rains
in March, 1923, causing a considerable reduction in the cacao crop; (3) excessive imports over exports
during the years 1920-21 to the extent of nearly £342,000, causing an accumulation of stocks by
merchants and thereby reducing imports for the years 1922-23.

At time of writing there are indications of increased trade and prosperity. The Natives are
responding to the efforts being made to get them to utilize more fully the resources of their plantations.
The visible crops are good, and market values are now higher than for the previous year, and other
exports for the past two years have exceeded imports by £100,000. For the above reasons I feel
justified in predicting greatly increased production, better economic conditions, and improved trade
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generally, in the near future, although I cstimate only for a good average year in 1924 owing to the
fact that Samoa 1s still suffering hom the effects of the «Lf()l(’lll(‘ll(l()n(‘d excessive importations, and
consequently the import trade is likely to be below normal for probably the whole of the present year,

II. NATIVE AFFAIRS.
Poricy.

The policy of the Government to give primary consideration to the interests of the Native race
in all matters of administration is being strictly carried out, and is evidently being appreciated by
the Natives themselves, as shown by the report of the Secretary for Native Affairs.

Without absolute confidence in their Government the Natives will not readily respond to
instructions given by its officials iri their own interests. They prefer their Native customs, and
thereby retard their own development. Events comprising the history of Western Samoa have not
been conducive to promoting unity amongst the Natives in support of their Government. The
confusion which reigned prior to the three Powers assuming control in 1889, the unsettled conditions
prevailing during the latter regime (the change of Government in 1899 and again in 1914), followed
by four years and a half of uncertainty as to which flag this Territory would be under after the war,
also the change from military to civil administration “under a mandate granted by the League of
Nations in 1920, have all had a disturbing influence on the minds of the Natives, making them fecl
that the Government was without any fixed policy on Native interests, and that changes might recur
any day without their having any voice in their own affairs.

The Native leaders have informed me that these past events in their history created a suspicion
in their minds that their country was being exploited, and that the Natives—the real owners of the
soil—were not receiving the consideration to which they were entitled.

Recent experience in dealing with the Natives has shown that they desire permanency in the
existing Government, and appreciate its sympathetic treatment of their problems. 1 am pleased to
be able to report that they are responding gradually but surely to the gospel of sclf-help, which is
being instilled into them by all Government officials.

DistricT COUNCILS.

The custom of the Natives in making appeals to the Government to do many things for them
which they could do equally well for themselves, such as minor repairs to roads, sanitary improvements,
&e., is a practice which, if allowed to continue, will retard the object of the Government to educate
the Natives to control their own affairs. To obviate this it is proposed to establish District Councils
to deal with local matters in cach district, such as sanitation, compulsory cducation of children,
maintenance of roads and bridges, compulsory planting and development of plantations, allocation of
land, increasing production, remodelling of villages, &c.

Namive Lawps,

Great satisfaction has been expressed by the representatives of the Native race (the Faipules)
ab the decision of the New Zealand Government not to sell its Crown Estates lands, but to teniporarily
dispose of them by lease in order that these lands may be available in the future for the Natives
should they increase in numbers to such an extent as to ultimately require additional land for
settlement. )

In considering the future requirements of land by the Natives it must be borne in mind that the
present generation of Samoans will not establish new villages inland, where there is plenty of room
for settlement. They insist on living quite close to the sea-shore, and would ridicule as inferioxs
those who lived in the bush. There are evidences of the previous existence of many old village
settlements in the bush at some distance from the sea-coast, indicating that in their early history the
majority of the Samoan Natives lived there, and not, as they do now, practically on the beach.
From stories which have been handed down it is concluded that superstition and danger of being
kidnapped by invaders were responsible for this custom.

To-day it would be advantageous to some of the Natives to go and live inland near good water-
supplies and within casy reach of their plantations, but their strong resentment to ridicule as ““ bush
Natives ” prevents me from effecting any change in this direction and thereby simplifying difficulties
in providing land for expansion of some villages on the northern shores of Upolu. For a distance of
twenty-five miles of the most thickly populated area of the north coast of Upolu—-viz., from Letoga
to Mulifanua—the boundaries of either European or Crown Estates land extend for practically
fifteen miles either on the sea-front or so closec to the sea that villages have no room for expansion.
As the Natives must, in accordance with their communal customs, reside in their own territorial or
political district, and also will not live inland, provision must now be made by acquiring land for
expansion for those villages which require it, in the above-mentioned area.

There are large areas of undeveloped land in Samoa, but every bit of it is owned communistically
by a chief or district, and no Natives from one district where land is scarce can go to a district where it
is plentiful and acquire it for their own use. Therefore, during the existing stage of social development
of the Natives sufficient land for their plantations must be provided for each village in its own
political territory. This would constitute a difficult problem for me in dealing with the request of
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sowe of the villages along the twenty-five miles of coast-line referred to previously, but for the
decision ol the New Zealand Government to ““rescrve power to the Administrator to define certain
arcdas in any of the leased properties now forming })dlt of the Crown Kstates for nse when required
by the Natives cither as village sites or for plantations.”

Reservations have now been made of small areas of Crown Hstate land adjoining some of the
villages which are now situated close to swamps, or whose malae (area in front of villages) is being
rapidly diminished by the erosion of the sea. On these areas newly modelled villages will be
constructed which will be more sanitary and provide for many other improvements over existing
Nuative villages. Also, limited arcas of undeveloped land formmg part of the Crown Estates the
been reserved for Native plantations. Neither of these reservations materially affects the leasehold
value of the estates, while they should add considerably to the health and contentment of the
Natives concerned.

In all parts of Samoa other than that portion of the northern shore of Upolu previously referred
to the Natives have far more land than they will require or be able to cultivate for many years 1o
conme, and in some districts do not take full use of those lands they now have under cultivation, cither
because there are too fow Natives to work them or that they can obtain all their needs without
doing so.

Phere are great possibilities of further development by private enterprise of uncultivated land for
coconut plantations, but Native land for this purpose could only be obtained by lease and under such
conditions imposed by the Government that the interests of the Natives would be safeguarded

NATIVE AGRICULTURE.
Copra.
Although the Natives produce 76 per cent., of the copra cxported, it is calculated that they could
Although the produce 75 | pra exported, .
castly increase this amount considerably and so enhavce their own wealth as well as the revenue of
this teritory. That they are beginning to realize -the advantages to themselves from increased
production will be seen from the followmg graph. I predict that tho increase will be more marked in
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FarropEs.

The legislation enacted by the New Zealand Parliament last session Whueby the Fono (Couneil)
of Faipules was legally constituted to deal with Native matters has given satisfaction to the Natives
generally, and has inspired the Faipules with confidence that under the present Constitution no
legislation affecting the welfare of the Samoan race will be introduced without first obtaining the
wishes of their pcople and the advice of their representatives, the Faipules.

In the past the Samoans have not taken much interest in the work of the Faipule Fono, but now,
through its newly acquired legal standing and the publication of its proceedings in the Native Press,
they are gradually realizing its value as a national institution where the opinions of the people can be
made known and where their interests will be safeguarded.

That this Fono (Council) 1s an active institution will be realized from the following list, giving
a few only of the many matters dealt with during the three sessions held during the past year:
(1) Compulsory medical treatment of Natives for certain diseases ; (2) village sanitation ; (3) scheme
for increasing production of copra ; (4) education matters, including compulsory education of children,
&c.; (5) scheme for roadmaking; (6) provision of Samoan labour in substitution of Chinese ;
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(7) change in Jand policy allocating a definite area of Jand to cach taxpaycer; (8) establishment of
District Councils to carry out the administration of certain local Native matters in cach district ;
{9) rearrangement of districts for Faipule representation ; (10) investments of money by Natives to
be controlled ; (11) establishment of Muscum for Samoa ; (12) Native regulations.

The forthcoming visit to New Zealand of Faipule representatives will be greatly appreciated,
and should result not only in cementing the good feeling that now exists between the Natives and
the Government, but should also he of educational value,

Epvcarion or Namives.

Generally speaking the Natives are well educated in the vernacular, and there are very few who
cannot read and write, while not a few—particularly those who have been trained in the Mission
theological colleges—are comparatively highly -educated ; but very few Samoans have a good
working knowkdgo of the English language. Whether it is desirable to institute a system to
plovule for the teaching of hllt)llsh in a]l s(hools is a matter that requires most carcful consideration
as to its cffeet on the future devolopment of Samoa and the race,

1 have received numerous requests from the Natives to establish Government schools in every
district in Samoa, in order that all Native children may be taught English, There is a tendency for
some of the Natives to think that the mere learning to speak English will at once invest them with
the powers and knowledge of an educated Furopean, and so enable them to obtain appointments as
Government officials.

Realizing that the future prosperity and Lappiness of the Samoans depends largely upon their
cducation being harmonized with their-future needs, their surrounding conditions, and the needs of
these islands in which they will be compelled to reside no matter how highly they are developed, I
have devoted a portion of my time to studying the present system of education and the future needs
of the Native race. T have ascertained the opinions of many chiefs, pastors, and teachers on this
question.  Some recommend confining the teaching of English to the sons of chiefs and orators ;
others consider that Government schools should be established all over Samoa, and that HEnglish
should be made the chief object of study ; while a few would eliminate entirely the English language
from Native schools.

I consider that Samoa’s most urgent needs are—

(1.) The education of the people in the laws of health and sanitation, so that the race may
become healthy and multiply.

(2.) To educate them in improved methods of cultivation, and to make them realize that their
future lies in developing their lands, and so enhance their prosperity and the economic
advancement of Samoa.

(8.) To train the younger generation in such arts, crafts, and vocations as will enable them
to further their own development with less dependence upon European assistance than
they are now compelled to receive.

From past experience it cannot be said that those Natives who have learnt English are more keen
to stay in their villages and use their knowledge to further the interests of their people, their villages,
or their plantations. Rather they tend to leave their homes and seek appointments as Government
officials or vocations in Apia, where the vocational needs are so himited that only a small number of
Natives can be absorbed.

I am of the opinion that in all Native schools the first object should be to harmonize education
with the future needs of Samoa, and to teach pupils to thoroughly acquire the art of writing and
reading their own language—a by no-means small effort—and to insist upon attaining a high standard
of efficiency in the mother-tongue as the spoken language. The teaching of English is to be confined
to a limited amount of oral or very elementary instruction only, and to reserve the real study of
English in written form to the small number of scholars whe display special ability and show themselves
worthy of assistance to undergo a prolonged course of training in a third-grade school to fit themselves
for those vocations in which they could be absorbed.

There are now two Government third-grade schools in Samoa—-one in Apia for Native boys of
Upolu, and one in Savai’l. These are sufficient to give advanced instruction to selected pupils, and
ought to fill all requirements for some years to come, providing the missions will carry on their good work
and continue to teach children in their own mission schools ; but the work in these schools requires to
be co-ordinated and carried out in accordance with the syllabus prepared by the Superintendent of
Schools.  To facilitate this co-ordination, and to provide for continuity of policy in education matters,
a Board of Education has been appointed, including representatives of all the missions. This Board
has had several meetings, and has deliberated on various problems. Its functions are—(1) To
co-ordinate the educational activities of various missions in Samoa; (2) to make recommendations
to the Administrator on cducational matters; (3) to assist the Administration in carrying out its
educational policy.

This Board has recommended the establishing of second-grade schools, each one of which will
scrve one or more villages according to the number of children who have passed through the existing
village schools, which in future will be for infants only.

Second-grade or intermediate schools are to be controlled by the respective missions, but the
Government will assist by inspection, and also provide and pay the salary of one Native teacher for
each school. The salaries of Native teachers for these schools is to constitute the subsidy to missions,
in lieu of the former system of subsidizing them for education on a capite basis without reference to the
nature of the instruction given.
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A few of these schools are now being established, and it is hoped the number will be ultimately
increased so as to provide for every district, and so enable all children to have the opportunity of
getting education beyond the standard they are now limited to in their village scheols.

Heavte or NATIVES.

On my arrival in Samoa during March of last year there was,an epidemic of dysentery, which
extended throughout Western Samoa and continued for several months. Many deaths resulted there-
from, particularly among young children. This afforded an opportunity to make an object-lesson
for the Natives in the matter of sanitation, which many villages took steps to improve; but the
sanitation is still bad. It is the first and most important problem in S8amoa, and will remain so until
a thorough education is given in all schools on this subject, and makes its influence felt in the villages
and home-life of the Natives.

Another serious drawback to the increase of the Samoan race is the large number of deaths of
infants due to improper feeding. These vital matters are receiving the attention of the Chief Medical
Officer (vide his report herewith).

It is satisfactory to note that, in spite of the large number of what may be termed preventible
deaths, the race has increased by 303 during the past year. I am hopeful of a greater increase in future,
owing to the fact that Natives are undoubtedly realizing more and more the valuc of sanitation and
medical treatment in preference to their fa’a Samoa or ancient Native customs of treating sickness.
They have cheerfully agreed to pay £1 per annum as a medical tax in order that their medical service
may be a national one, and that all may receive treatment if required for any kind of disability free of
any further charge.

A vast amount of good has been done by the Medical Department in treating thousands of
Natives for hook-worm and yaws, and thereby effecting a great improvement on the health of the
people.

All these activities of the Medical Department could not be carried out were it not for the liberal
subsidy granted by New Zealand, and which I trust will be continued in the interests of a splendid race
of people, and so materially aid in a gradual and progressive increase in their numbers,

ExpENDITURE ON NATIVES.

It will be seen from the departmental report, under the heading, “ Finance,” that an endeavour
has been made to comply with the request of the Council of the League to show separately the revenue -
derived directly from the Natives and the amounts expended dlreutly on them. These figures are only
approximate, and those referring to expenditure do not include the moneys spent on ’rhe Medical and
Education Departments, which are maintained almost exclusively for the benefit of the indigenous
population.

III. CHINESE LABOUR.

The reasons for employing Chinese labour in Samoa are well known. If Samoa is to progress it
must supply its quota of tropical products to the world’s markets. This it cannot now do with its
comparatively small Native population alone, and before we can dispense with imported labour we must
hopefully await the time when the Samoan race has increased in numbers sufficiently to enable them
to cultivate their own lands, and to furnish the nccessary labour for those limited areas which are
now (and which may be extended in future) cultivated by private enterprise.

During the past year I assembled the employers of Chinese labour and discussed with them the
means whereby we could, in accordance with the wishes of the New Zealand Government, place the
Chinese labourers on a better footing than the then-existing indenture system. I was impressed by
the fair-minded spirit with which the employers dealt with this question, and their desire to be as
generous as they could afford to be towards the labourer.

As a result of our deliberations the indenture system was abolished and free labour instituted,
whereby any labourer dissatisfied with his employment may give notice to terminate his services and
be free to obtain other employment. The wages were increased, with provision for a minimum wage
of 3s. per diem for plantation workers. An Ordinance was enacted providing for the new Condl’mons
and became law on the 4th December, 1923, Favourable reports have been received from employers
and employees re the new conditions, which are apparently giving greater satisfaction to both parties,
and better cconomic results.

During the past year 353 labourers have been repatriated to China—from whom many applications
have been received to return here for another term of three years.

It is our desire to reduce the number of Chinese labourers in Samoa to the lowest possible number,
and to replace them by Native labour where possible. This is being done successfully to a limited
extent on some plantations, and will, T trust, be carried out still further as opportunities arise. Native
labour for certain classes of work is very efficient, and does not cost more than Chinese.

Some years previous to 1914 there were nearly 5,000 Chinese and Melanesian labourers in Samoa.
In 1914 the number of Chinese was 2,184, and Melancsians 900 : total, 3,084. At the present time
there are only 938 Chinese labourers under agrecment, 29 free Chinese, and 172 Melanesians in Samoa.

With scientific distribution of labour and expert supervision it is considered that the present
areas of privately owned or leased plantations under cultivation can be properly maintained wnh a
total of approximately 1,000 imported labourers, supplemented by Native labour where possible,
that the so-called “ Chinese labour problem *’ in Samoa should be less difficult to deal with in fufurc
years than it has been in the past.

IV. LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The first election of members to represent the European population of Samoa on the Legislative
Council was held on the 23rd January, when the following gentlemen were clected, in the order given :

0. I, Nelson, Esq., G, E. W, L. Westhrook, Esq., A, Williams, Esq.
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At the opening ceremony on the 5th March the following radiogram from His Excellency the
Governor-General of New Zealand was read, and highly appreciated :—

“On the interesting and historical occasion of the first meeting of the recently constituted
Legislative Council of Western Samoa, I desire to convey to you and to members of the Council
my warmest congratulations. It must inevitably be a matter of satisfaction and pride to the people of
Western Samoa that so noteworthy a step forward towards representative government as the institu-
tion of a Legislative Council, which is partly elective and partly nominative, should have been
made in a period of a little in excess of three years. It is in the confident belief that the Adminis-
tration will be supported. and strengthened under changed conditions that 1 express, on behalf of the
Government of New Zealand, the satisfaction with which the new departure is viewed and our
heartiest good wishes for the future. “ JELLICOE.”

V. PUBLIC WORKS.

In 1922 a loan of £100,000 was granted by New Zealand for carrying out certain public works in
Samoa. This loan has been cxpended on roads, hospital extensions, schools, and water-supply for
Apia. Only a small amount was expended in out-districts, where many Native villages are in urgent
need of good water-supplies. It has therefore been decided to concentrate our efforts, as far as
possible, on the latter, before considering any new developmental works.

If no unforeseen emergencies arise it is hoped that in the interests of economy we shall be able
to meet our normal public-works requirements out of revenue, and be able to avoid raising any
further loans for some time to come, oxcept for absolutely essential services which will be revenue-
producing, such as the proposed new whart for Apia Harbour.

The two urgent needs which have been provided for on this year’s estimates are—(1) A retaining-
wall along the Apia sea-front; (2) water-supplies in Native villages.

New roads are being continually asked for by the Natives, but these cannot, for financial reasons,
be constructed entirely by the Government, and I am glad to say that this fact is being appreciated
by the Natives themselves, as the Faipules have agreed to use Native labour and make new roads
where required at approximately 1s. per foot.

Recently the Natives have constructed an excellent road, 800 yards long, in the vicinity of Apia.
This road was properly formed, metalled, and drained for £190. The same work in a European
country would probably cost more than £3,000 per mile. This in itself shows the attitude of the
Natives in their desire to help the Government, and has had a far-reaching effect throughout Samoa
in showing them how they can help themselves.

VI. CROWN ESTATES.

The decision of the Government given in December of last year to lease the Crown Estates is
being gradually given effect to. At the time of writing practically all the cacao plantations have
been leased, and numerous inquiries are being made by applicants to lease the large copra plantations.
I anticipate before the end of the present year all Crown estates——the property of New Zealand—will
have been leased to private enterprise.

As the Government has already generously agreed that revenues received from these estates shall
be made available to the Samoan Administration, our local revenue will in future be increased by
their leasehold value ; but this has not been taken into consideration in the estimates for this vear,
as it is not known what expenses will have to be met in the closing of the accounts and transactions
involved in the change over.

ViI. EUROPEAN COMMUNITY.

I wish to gratefully acknowledge the help received by the Administration during the past year
from individuals and organized bodies of the European community of Apia. Various committees
have been set up from time to time to investigate and report on local problems for the guidance of
the Administration, and I have had no difficulty in getting citizens to come forward and give their
advice and assistance in any matter for the promotion of the interests of Samoa. The Welfare League
has also willingly co-operated with the Administration whenever called upon. Under these conditions
the Administration and citizens have worked harmoniously together to further the prosperity of this
Territory.

VIIL. ADMINISTRATION.

I am indebted to a very efficient staff of Administrative officials, who, in most cases, are required
to work harder than is generally realized, and under far more trying conditions than in New Zealand.

Owing to climatic conditions, and the consequent necessity for maintaining efficiency where the
stafl is depleted through sickness, also the essential provision for long leave of officials at the end
of three years’ service, the Administration cannot be run as economically as it would otherwise be
possible to do.

Owing to the diminished revenue it has been found necessary to reduce the costs of administra-
tion, and in order to do this I have had the unpleasant duty of dispensing with the services of officials
in some Departments, and also curtailing Governmental activities where this could safely be done
without prejudice ‘o the interests of the community.

I regret that a number of the officials employed in SBamoa are only recognized as “ temporary ”
under the New Zealand regulations, and therefore cannot contribute to the New Zealand Superannua-
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tion Fund, or be absorbed in any other Government Department in the event of their being compelled
through service in the tropics affecting their health, or through no fault of their own, to relinguish
their appointments here. The remedy would appear to be in the establishment of a permanent service
for those tropical islands administered by New Zealand.

The longer an official stays in Samoa-—providing he is able to keep physically fit—the greater the
value of his services to the Administration ; therefore I strongly recommend that the officials of the
Samoan Government Service be given a similar permanent status to members of the Civil Service in
the Dominion.

LrcisraTION.

In New Zealand.

The Samoa Act, 1921, was amended during the year ended 31st March, 1924, by the Samoa
Amendment Act, 1923.  (22nd August, 1923.)
The British Nationality and Status of Aliens (in New Zealand) Act, 1923 (applicd with
necessary modifications to Samoa by section 14).
The following Orders in Council have been passed during the year ended 31st March, 1924 :—
The Samoa Mortgages Extension Order, 1923. (23rd April, 1923.)
The Samoa Customs Consolidation Order, 1923. (3rd September, 1923.)
The Samoan Legislative Council (Elective Membership) Order, 1923, (10th September,
1923.) :
The Samoa Customs Consolidation Amendment Order, 1923. (25th September, 1923).
Appointment of Apia as Port of Entry for the Union (Tokelau) Islands. (25th September,
1923.)
The Ex-enemy Absentee Property (Samoa) Order, 1923. (24th October, 1923.)
Amending the Samoan Crown Estates Order, 1920. (29th October, 1923.)
Amending the Samoa Public Trust Office Order, 1921. (lst February, 1924.)
The Samoa Immigration Consolidation Order, 1924. (1st February, 1924.)
The Samoa Freemasons’ Truste¢s Order, 1924. (1st February, 1924.)

In Samoa.

During the year ending the 31st March, 1924, the Legislative Council sat on four occasions, and

has passed the following Ordinances :-—
1923.

No. 8. The Road Traflic Ordinance Amendment Ordinance, 1923.

No. 9. The Cacao Beans Export Ordinance, 1923.

No. 10. The Chinese Free Labour Ordinance, 1923.

No. 11. The Sale of Apia Native Land Ordinance, 1923.

No. 12. The Samoan Women's Property Ordinance, 1923.

No. 13. The Importation of Fruit from Fiji Prohibition Amendment Ordinance, 1923.
No. 14. The Samoan Medical Levy Ordinance, 1923.

1924.

No. 1. The Land for Quarantine Purposes Ordinance, 1924.
No. 2. The Taxation Licensing and Revenue Amendment Ordinance, 1924.
Copies of these several Acts, Orders, and Ordinances have been forwarded to the Secretary-
General of the League of Nations and to each member of the Permanent Mandates Commission.

In Great Britain.

The following Imperial Order in Council has also had effect in the Territory during the year :—
The Merchant Shipping (Administration in Mandated Territories) No. 1 Order, 1923. (25th
May, 1923.)

By the San}:oa Amendment Act, 1923, provision was made for elective membership of the
Legislative Council in addition to official and nominated members as provided in the original Act.
The Samoan Legislative Council (Elective Membership) Order, 1923, provided that the number of
elected members should be three, and also set up the machinery for the carrying-out of elections, as
well as defining the qualifications of candidates for election and qualifications of electors.

The first election under the Order was held on the 23rd January last, when the following citizens
were elected to the Council : O. F. Nelson, Esq., G. E. W. L. Westhrook, Esq., A. Williams, Esq.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

During the year two Fonos of Faipules were held, at which many matters of importance to the
Samoans were discussed and much valuable work done. At these Fonos the Faipules evinced a
willingness to carry their share of the responsibility in the good government of these islands.

The Faipules expressed their desire to proceed immediately with the medical tax as a means of
bringing about a more comprehensive warfare against disease, and of educating the Samoans along
the lines of hygiene and proper sanitation. The desire for better sanitation in villages was discussed,
and plans were accepted for remodelling villages with this end in view. _

In discussing education the Faipules were strongly in favour of compulsory education. They
volunteered to personally insure this being carried out in their respective districts. The Govern-
ment’s policy of éstablishing three grades of schools and adopting as far as possible the present
system to fit in with the policy was agreed to.

2—A. 4.
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In dealing with the matter of compulsory treatment of yaws the Faipules were wholly in favour
of an Ordinance whereby restrictions would be imposed on families neglecting to have cases treated,
oven fining offenders for evading the doctor’s inspection. When one thinks of what this conveys
to the SBamoan mind one is impressed, for the Samoan views yaws pretty much as white mothers view
the measles—-a necessary infantile ailment. But propaganda on the part of the Medical Department
has shown them their error, and the Faipules are prepared to face their districts and enforce the
observance of a law which they know is for the people’s welfare and health, although against popular
belief.

The above are a few only of the many matters discussed. The whole work of the Fonos was
carried through in an atmosphere of confidence which augers well for the future of the Territory.

Narive OFFICIALS.

During the year drastic alterations have been made in the organization of villages and Native
Government officials. Some sixty Pulenu’us have been retired and villages united under one Pulenu’u
where previously there were two or three. This reorganization has resulted not only in a saving in
salaries but in an increase in revenue, It has also effected a general tightening-up and increased
efficiency.

Another reduction in Native officials was in the personnel of the Land and Title Commission,
which has been for some years unnecessarily large. Ten members of the Commission were retired,
leaving a total of fourteen instead of twenty-four.

SAM0AN OFFENDERS ORDINANCE.

It has been necessary to apply this Ordinance to a few offenders during the year, notably to one
chief who, through his knowledge of English, had for some years been able to more or less victimize
his less enlightened brethern in money matters. His guilt was eventually sheeted home to him,
and the effective punishment of divesting him of his title and subjecting him to local banishment
was meted out to him and has given great satisfaction. It has in a practical manner demonstrated
that the Administration will see that justice is done alike to those of high or low degree.

MEDICAL.

In dealing with the care of the health of the people the example set by the Administration has
had not only a beneficial result physically but it has been of psychological value to the Samoans,
At the commencement of the year the medical tax was an ideal which, though desirable, presented
many obstacles, and although acceptable to the majority of the districts there remained some in
which the suggestion was received under protest. Propaganda in these districts left the people with-
out enthusiasm. The Medical Department, however, pushed forward the practical side of their work,
and the result has been not only good from a physical point of view but it has, to a very large degree,
cemented the feeling of confidence in the Administration, and has evoked a practical response from
the districts where suspicion lurked, and given unanimous approval of the medical tax. As a result
the people are taking a keener and more sensible view of sanitation and health matters. Morcover,
they now have a more personal interest generally in the medical work, for they are materially
helping towards its support.

MALAGAS BY THE ADMINISTRATOR.

His Excellency made very complete malagas round the islands of Upolu, Manono, and Savai’i,
thus affording him an opportunity of meeting the Natives in their homes and gaining first-hand
information as to their various needs and requirements. In all his meetings with the Samoans His
Excellency endeavoured to instil the gospel of self-help.

Casus praLT witH BY THE Hice Court (NATiVE DEPARTMENT).

Total Finally ‘v Referred to i
—————— N%I:;:: of disposed of. ngvmagiis;‘(l;ﬂ?s Adjourned.

- — _ — ! —
Land disputes . . .. .. 20 11 4 5
Title disputes .. . . . 19 1 8 10
Enforcements of judgments .. . . 188 140 . 48
Civil elaims . . . o 47 39 ‘ .. 8
Insult . . . . . 9 8 . 1
Contempt of Court. . . . . 8 .8 . .
Wandering pigs .. . o o 27 24 .. 3
Theft .. .. . . . 6 4 ; . 2
Failure to pay poll-taxes .. .. o 110 4 . 36
Unpaid dog-taxes .. .. .. . 17 11 - 6
Appeals .. . .. o . 4 2 . 2
Unpaid Pulenu’u and F.M.P. fines .. .. 146 105 .. 41
Miscellancous .. .. .. .. 51 33 .. 18

652 460 12 180
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NaTive OFFICIALS NOW IN THE SERVICE,
Upolu.  Savai'i,. Total.
. Fautua .. .. .. .. .. .2 2

1 ..

2. Faipule - .. .. .. .. 19 14 33
3. Pule Fa’ato’aga . . .. .. .. 10 6 16
4. Komisi .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 6 14
5. Faamasino .. .. .. .. .. .. 1b 12 27
6. Pulenv’n .. S .. .. .. .. 9 52 142
7. Failautusi .. .. .. .. .. .. 16 12 28
8. Leoleo .. .. . . .. .. 33 23 56

193 125 318
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.
GENERAL.

During the year the various medical out-stations and dispensarics mentioned in last year's
questionnaire have been opened.

On the 4th April, 1923, frec medical treatment of Samoans was instituted. This was made
possible by the Natives voluntarily agrecing to pay a medical subscription of £1 per adult male. The
large inoreasge in the number of Natives sceking medical advice this year as compared with former
years is the result,

QUARANTINE.

During the year cighty-six visits of inspection were paid to vessels arriving from overseas, and
in two cases, owing to the presence of influenza amongst those on board, quarantine was imposed,
These are the only vessels it has been found necessary to quarantine since January, 1921.

TABLE SHOWING PARTICULARS oF VESSELS ENTERING PORT OF APIA DURING THE YEAR.

‘i Health Inspection.

“ Number Port | ] T
Quarter 1923-24. of Vessels | Pratique Passengers. L

ingpeoted.| withheld. . _ (I/j'el\)»f anil

abour.

European. Native. |

April-June .. .. .. .. 21 .. 232 202 673
July-September e .. .. .. 26 2 443 243 868
Ooctober-December .. .. .. .. 22 .. 170 333 898
January-March .. .. .. . 17 o 226 245 909
Totals .. .. .. . 86 2 1,071 1,023 3,348

*The moxIthly mail-boat carrries Fiji labourers for work at the various island ports.

Foop anp Druas.

During the period under review 6,658 lb. of meat was condemned as unfit for human consumption,
as compared with 7,393 lb. during the previous year. But whoreas during the previous year most of
the meat condemned was canned meat, this year the amount of such condemned was much reduced.
-The following shows the proportion of this class of meat to the total amount condemned —

1b.
Canned meats .. .. e .. .. 1,850
Meat in kegs .. .. .. .. .. 4,630
: Cured and frozen meats .. .. .. .. 178
Total .. .. . . .. 6,658

Rice to the amount of 18 tons 11 owt. was condemned as unfit for human consumption.

InrFECTIOUS DISEASES.

. The figures given in the table below cannot be taken as an accurate return of the prevalence in
Western Samoa of the diseases listed. They are compiled from the notifications received, of cases
applying for treatment :—

B e R ‘
o8 . - B i K]
g : . - . =
235‘.'%‘23%5‘%}5 e 5 &4l a BlE
L =B £8 3% 20§ | R Ely gl g | 2|22 ;
Nationality. S&leg|cc|85) & l'e | = I g 21 5| 8 = | 8 @ | -
LR AR R R AR AL RERIAF AR AN
IR RE RN = A
’M)S & : | =
. [ | i
Europeans .. ! a2 10l el s 19 41 .. B
Samoans 25 16| 3 4 3. 24| .. .. 9] 4 4| 1] ..
Chinese ol 1 Tl 120 0012 3] 21 2|
Solomon-islanders .. ‘ 2 ; I N ‘ .
| |
. - l -
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Dysentery.

An epidemic of dysentery, of which the causative organism was proved to be B Dysenterize (Shiga),

was experienced during the year.

The epidemic reached its maximum in July, and altogether was
responsible for between four hundred and five hundred deaths.

Dysentery is endemic in Samoa, but

cccasionally becomes epidemic, as occurred in 1907 and 1911, in both of which years it was responmblc

for an actual decrease in the population.
The births and deaths for the years mentioned arc :—

Mecan

Populati Births. Deaths.

opulation.

1907 33,442 1,389 1,b64

1911 33,826 1,463 1,827

1923 33,685 1,701 1,398
Leprosy.

Five cases of leprosy were reported during the year.

These patients will be removed to the

Mokagai Leper Asylum, Fiji, shortly, so that they may receive the bonefit of the modern methods of

treatment practised there.

APIA HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL OUT-STATIONS.

Apia Hospital—

General attendances 37,279
Buropean in-patients 184
Samoan in-patients 663
Chinese in-paticnts. . 512
Operations, major .. . . 225
Operations, minor .. . . 270
Chinese out-paticnts 1,320
Tuasivi District Hospital (nine months re‘ourns)
General attendances 16,038

Samoan in-patients .. . .. o 151

All the dispensaries mentioned in last year’s report were opened at various times throughout the
year, but as the returns are for incomplete periods they have not been included. The District Hospital
at Aleipata was not opened until the end of the year under review, owing to delay in completion of
the buildings.

Note.—The figures for hospital attendances given above include 16,312 injections for yaws and
4,221 treatments for hookworm. In addition to these, 16,054 injections for yaws and 14,236 treat-
ments for hookworm were given in outlying districts, makmﬂ a total of 32,366 injections for yaws
and 18,457 treatments for hookworm given during the year.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. .

In former years education in Samoa was almost entirely in the hands of the missions, which have
done splendid work in teaching practically every Native to read and write in the vernacular. As a
consequence the Samoan race is probably the best educated of the Polynesian races. Formerly higher
education was not attempted except for the training of pastors, whose duty includes that of teaching
in the village schools connected with their respective Churches. Latterly higher education has been
carried out by the Government schools at Malifa and Vaipouli, and by the Marist Brothers at Apia.
Higher education for girls has been given at Papauta (London Missionary Society), Faleula (Methodist),
and Marist Sisters’ School, Apia.

The popularity of this higher education to many Native boys and girls has caused many requests
to be made by the Natives for the establishing of Government schools in various parts of Samoa.
These requests were made without regard to cost, and, more important still, without regard to the
present and future occupational needs and opportunities in these undeveloped lands. Outside of
Apia, with the exception of the pastors and Native officials, the Natives are obliged to work on their
plantations to produce food for their families, and to produce copra for the acquiring of money with
which to furnish their individual and communal needs. It was necessary, therefore, to define clearly
our policy in regard to the education of the Natives. There was a tendency in the past to set up an
expensive system which would overeducate, disturb their social conditions, and cause unrest.

The present low rate of natural increase of the Samoan race, together with their communistic
mode of life and the collective ownership of land, very large areas of which are still undeveloped,
will keep the Samoans in a backward condition for many years to come, and it would be unwise to
force the pace too quickly. The education policy of Samoa, therefore, should not aim too high. It
should not educate the Samoan children too much in advance of their surroundings and social
conditions, but should have for its object the making of good citizens, inspired with a love for their
country and a determination to work for its advancement.

A conference on education was held in August last, at which representatives from all the missions
were present, as also was Mr. J. Caughley, Director of Education, New Zealand, who happened to be
on an jnspection visit to Samoa. The conference decided that it would be in the interests of the
Samoans themselves if the teaching of English were curtailed at present. Europeanizing the Natives
was unanimously condemned. It was considered that by concentrating in the main on instruction
in the vernacular a better influence would prevail. It is not intended to give less knowledge to the
Samoans, but a more comprehensive syllabus in their own language will be attempted.
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As a result of the conference the following classification of schools was made :—

Grade 1 (Maissions’ Pastor Schools).—These to be under the sole control of the missions. The
ingtruction to be in Samoan. All children from five to ten years of age will attend.

Grade II (Mussion Schools).—These schools to be established gradually in each district. The
Samoan teacher will be selected by the missions and paid by the Administration. A common syllabus
to be followed, in which English will be a subject. In these schools the Samoan child will qualify
for his S8amoan proficiency certificate, and from these schools will be selected the scholarship boys
who will proceed to Grade III schools.

Grade 111 (Government Schools—Malifa (Upolu) and Vaipouli (Savar’t) ).—These schools are
under the dircet control of the Administration, and are taught by white teachers with the assistance
of Native teachers. The teaching is in English only, and higher education is provided for. Technical
ingtruction is given in plumbing, carpentery, wireless, typewriting, and enginecring.

WORK CARRIED OUT DURING YEAR.
Student and Pastor Classes.

The travelling teacher devoted the whole of his time to these classes until the commencement of
the vacation in December.  The respective missions have expressed their appreciation of the assistance
thus given them, and have expressed a desire for this form of help to be continued.

Teachers’ Classes for Grade 11 Schools.

In January last a training-class wag established at Malifa (Government) School for the purpose
of giving special training to the recently selected Samoan teachers about to proceed to the Grade 11
Schools in Upolu and Savai’i. Thirty-two teachers attended and went through a course of training
in the various subjects of the syllabus decided upon for these schools.

Awvele vAgMcultuml School.

This school was established during the year for the purpose of affording Samoan youths an
opportunity of receiving instruction in agriculture. Boys before entering Malifa and Vaipouli Grade I1I
Schools will be required to undergo a course of training at Avele. The site sclected for this school is
well suited for the purpose for which it is intended, and comprises an area of some 120 acres. It is
intended to carry out experimental work at the school with a view to testing the possibilities of
introducing new produects to the Natives.

Ezaminations.

During the year proficiency examirations were conducted by Mr. J. Caughley, Director of Educa-
tion, New Zealand, at the Marist Brothers’ School and at Ifi Ifi (Government) School. At the former
eight proficiency and one competency certificates were gained, and at the latter seven proficiency
certificates.

RoLL NuMBERS AND AVERAGE ATTENDANCE AT GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS DURING THE YEAR ENDED
3lst March, 1924.

Roll Numbers.

el _ — )
% Ifi Ifi. Malifa. Vaipouli. Total.
Boys. ’ Girls. | Boys. I Girls. ‘ Boys. | Boys. | Girls,
30th. June, 1923 .. .. 106 94 182 ’ 59 84 372 ‘ 153 525
30th September, 1923 .. . 9 ; 9% 222 60 182 449 185 604
31st December, 1923 .. o] 94 | 94 | 228 60 | 128 | 444 | 154 | 598
31st March, 1924 . .. | 105 1 103 | 218 65 l 89 | 412 ) 168 | 580
Average Attendance.

Date. ) 16, |  Malifa. } Vaipouli. |~ Total.
30th June, 1923 .. . i { 172-2 210 ‘ 75 457-2
30th September, 1923 . - 154 244 | 96 494
31st December, 1923 . oo 162 255 ; 120 537
3lst March, 1924 .. . . 181 l 241 | 92 504
Annual average .. e 167 ! 238 ‘ 93 498

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT.
Starr.

A redistribution of duties on the appointment of the present Chief Judge in September last, and
the addition of a Samoan-horn officer to the staff, has cnabled the Department’s work to be carried
on efficiently with two officers from New Zealand, instead of three as previously.
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There has been no marked change in the number of cases as compared with last year, the slight
decrease in civil cases being probably due to the temporary absence of one legal agent and the death
of another. Speaking generally, the increased familiarity of the public with the present legal system,
which has now been in vogue nearly four years, and the replacement of German law by Ordinances
of the Legislative Council, has progressively lightened the work of the Department.

The prescnt cost of the Department in salaries is now less than it has been at any time since 1914,

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

The Chief Judge at present deals with practically all cases in Apia, whether within the jurisdiction
of Commissioners or not, except those now, as heretofore, dealt with by the Chinese Commissioner
and the Secretary for Native Affairs. This frees the Crown Solicitor and Prosecutor (who is also a
member of the Legislative Council, Registrar of Court, and Registrar of Land) from the necessity of
sitting as a Commissioner, and enables him to give his whole time to his other duties.

Samoan Lands and Titles Commaission.—This Court dealt with eighty-eight cases during two
sessions, as follows :—

13th to 29th June, 1923 : Number of cases dealt with, 47. How disposed of : Judgments, 13 ;
reconciliations, 5; adjournments, 29.

6th November to 3rd December, 1923 : Number of cases dealt with, 41. How disposed of :
Judgments, 32 ; reconciliations, 7; adjournments, 1 ; dismissed, I.

Laws and Ordinances.—Nine local Ordinances drafted by the Department have been passed by the
Legislative Council during the year, and, having received the Administrator’s assent, have become law.

A number of amendments to the Samoa Act have been made law by the New Zealand Parliament.

Ten Orders in Council have been made by the Governor-General in Council under the authority
of section 45 of the Samoa Act.

LaAND REGISTRATION.
The return attached shows the number of transactions put through the Land Register :—

Return of Documents nqzstered fo; Period 1st Apl i, 1923, to 31st March, 1924.

Conveyances .. . .. oo 12
Mortgages . . . . . . . .. 18
Discharges .. . . . . . . 12
Leases S . . 2
Crown grants, 1nclud1ng Crown leases . . .. o ..o 18
Miscellaneous .. . . . . . . .. 26

Total . . . . . . .. 88

Hicu Court oF WESTERN SAMOA.
Annual Return of Revenue for the Year, Ist April, 1923, to 31st March, 1924.

Fees collected in stamps :— £ 8 d £ s d
Registrar’s Office, High Court .. .. .. . . 27713 0
Land Registrar’s Office .. . . . .. 58 0 O
—— £330 13 0
Revenue received in cash :(—
Fines, costs, marriage fees, and Court grants V. .. .. 1,385 16 10
Legal fees .. . . . .. .. . 600 3 0O
———— 1,985 19 10
£2,316 12 10
Annual Return of Criminal Cases for the Year, 1st Aprzl 1923, to 31st March, 1924.
Sitting-days .. . . . .. 160
Persons charged . . . o .. .o T42
Convictions record .. .. - .. .. . .. 618
Dismissed on merits .. . . .. .. ... b4
Withdrawn by leave of Court .. . . .. . .. 80
Annual Return of Ciwil Cases for the Yeur, 1st April, 1923, to 31st March, 1924,
Sitting-days .. - . .. . . . .o 98
Actions filed .. . . . . .. . .o 484
Actions heard . . o . .. V. .. 428
Judgment given . . . . . .. .. 385
Withdrawn or struck out e . - . o .. b5
AGRICULTURAL.
Corra.

This is by far the most important product of Western Samoa, representing last year approxi-
mately 90 per cent. of the total value of our exports. The far-reaching effect of anything that can
be done to benefit this industry is therefore clearly apparent.
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Whilst the quantity of copra exported last year was somewhat less than the quantity produced
during the year 1922, still it is pleasing to note that the quality has very considerably improved.
The coming into opcratlon of the Copra Ordinance of 1923 has resulted n a gradual improvement
in quality. This improvement will undoubtedly become more evident in the near future, and cannot
fail to react in a beneficial manner upon the price obtained in the world’s markets.

The decline in quantity is attributable to the exceptional gales experienced in March, 1923, and
to the unfavourable weather conditions prevailing during that period of the year, which delayed the
maturing of the nuts.

The following table shows the quantity and value of the copra exported during the past three
years i—

Tons. Value.
1921 .. .. .. .. 7,428 £190,520
1922 .. .. .. .. 16,956 £319,333
1923 .. . .. ..o 13,484 £269,995

Licenses to purchase Copra.—During the year 156 licenses were issued under the provisions of
the Copra Ordinance, 1923 ; of this number 150 were issued to persons to purchase dried copra and
gix for the purchase of freshly cut undried copra. Latterly the number of applications for licenses to
purchase freshly cut undried copra has increased, and it has been found necessary to divide the
Territory into a number of districts. One license will be issued for each area, and the holder thereof
will be required to erect and keep in regular use an efficient hot-air drier. To prevent the erection
of an excessive number of driers in one district it has been found expedient, {rom previous experience,
to give to the licensee the exclusive right to purchase undried copra within the area specified. The
producer will, of course, be at liberty to dispose of his copra in any area he chooses, or to dry the
copra himself should he so desire, thus affording ample safeguard against any exploitation on the part
of the license-holder. It is hoped that the erection of these hot-air driers will further improve the
quality of Samoan copra as well as aid in increasing production.

Cacao.

First-class Samoan cacao will always command an assured market, it having been found most
valuable for blending purposes for manufacture of the best class of confectionery. Every effort,
therefore, is being made to bring our cacao up to o high standard of quality, and with this object in view
a modified system of grading has been. instituted under the provisions of the Cacao Beans Export
Ordinance, 1923, which came into force in November last. Under this Ordinance all cacao-beans
prior to exportation have to be examined by a special committee appointed for the purpose. In the
case of any parcel of beans which conforms to the standard required by the committee for good- quahty
cacao the bill of lading relating to such parcel is stamped with the words “ Standard Quality Cacao.”
The committee has power to mark as ““ Inferior ” all cacao which in its opinion would militate against
the interests of producers, and also to prohibit exportation of any parcel of beans which in its
opinion is unfit for export. Cacao which cannot be classed as “ Standard Quality >’ or ““ Inferior ™
is allowed to be shipped on its merits and bears no distinguishing mark as to quality.

Up to the 3lst March, 1924, 3,861 bags of cacao have been examined by the committee, and

classified as follows :—
Bags. Tons. cwt. qr. lb.

Standard quality oo . .. .. 1,403 91 7 0 2
Below standard quality .. . .. . 733 46 18 3 25
Native cacao .. o . . . 101 6 10 2 11
Inferior cacao .. .. . . .. 1,881 102 10 2 12
Condemned .. .. .. .. 43 (Weight unknown)
Totals . . .. 3,861 247 1T 0 22

As time goes on this system of inspection will give confidence to outside buyers in regard to the
quality of the Samoan produce and will be reflected on the prices obtained.

The prospects for 1924 as regards output are encouraging, the crops generally being above the
average, With normal weather conditions prevailing the export figure for the coming year should
treble that of 1923.

Corron.

This product has been the principal subject of discussion by the Native Lands Development
Committee, a body recently set up to consider ways and means for promoting greater activity among
the Natives in developing their lands.

Many years ago cotton was successfully grown in Samoa, and, although the quality was
undoubtedly equal to that produced elsewhere at the time, the competition from other countries
where cheaper labour was available, coupled with the low prices, forced the abandonment of this
cultivation. The cost of labour should not be a factor in the present movement, however, which
is for cultivation of cotton by the Natives themselves,

Several varieties of cotton-seed have heen planted for observation purposes, and a further
supply is in order. When this comes o hand it will be distributed to selected villages for trial.

BEETLE-DESTRUCTION.

Speaking generally, the beetle situation is entirely satisfactory, there being whole districts where
very little trace of this pest can now be seen. Close control over beetle-searching is maintained by
the Department’s Inspectors.
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Beetles Collected on Native and European Plantations.

IN UPOLU.
} Native Plantations. ; European Plantations.
Quarter, . “e | .. f
Beetles. Larvee. [ Eggs.  Beetles. Larvee, l Eggs.
: ' i

1923—April-June .. 21,177 | 638,898 | 50,787 | 6,677 85,746 | 7,485

July September .. | 18,834 | 612,241 | T1.585 | 5,586 | 85,000 | 4,742
October-December .. .. 21,301 605,023 | 69,773 | 3,766 83,790 | 7,991
1924—January-March .. .. 24,289 635,369 | 72,068 | 4,829 65,317 | 10,788
Totals for Year ended 31st March, | 85,601 |2,491,531 | 264,203 | 20,758 | 319,862 | 31,006
1924
Totals for Years 1922--23 .. 1101,203 (2,945,253 | 316,397 | 29,909 | 504,315 | 24,530
IN SAVAI'L
lst April, 1923, to 31st March, 1924.
Native— | Kuropean—
Beetles .. .. .. 100,527 Beetles .. .. .. 2,840
Larve L .. 2,217,506 Larvae .. .. .. 16,943
Bggs . . . 47,6068 Eggs . . o 1,109

FLYING-FOXES.

The presence of this troublesome pest among the coconut-palms became very pronounced at the
beginning of the year under review. There has, however, been a noticeable diminution in the number
of flying-foxes seen lately in the plantations and around Native villages. The reason for this is most
probably that an abundance of food is now available for them in the bush. In the earlier part of last
year, owing to the severe weather, food must have been very scarce in the bush, in which case the
famished foxes would be compelled to raid the coconut and other cultivations, thus accounting for the
excessive numbers observed.

With a view to combatting the flying-fox nuisance a competition was commenced on the
st January, and is to close on the 30th June, carrying a prize of £10 to the person bringing in the
greatest number of feet of flying-foxes during the period specified. In addition to the prize, payment
18 being made for flying-foxes destroyed at the rate of 1s. for twenty-five.

Native Foop REsoURcEs.

The accompanying return will show to what extent the planting of foodstuffs, &e., has been carried
out by the Natives under the supervision of the Inspectors of the Agricultural Department. On the
whole, food has been plentiful throughout both islands during the year.

Schedule of Plantings of Native Foodstuffs, dec., for the Year ended 3Ist March, 1924.
Uroru.

Arrow-
root.

Taamu. | Tobacco. | Yams. Kava.

Date. Coconuts| Cacao. | Bananas. Taro. Sugarcane.

1923. | |
April-June .. [15,320 | 980 | 90,500 | 570,200 | 54,210 | 1,550 27,870‘ 750 | 990 | 870
July—Sept. .. 17,050 9,398 | 79,571 | 782,468 106,620 | 60,392 10,271 | 17,507 | 5,479 | ..

Oct.~Dec. .. 36,943 (10,355 (155,036 | 887,365 |182,702 |146,368 48,708 ' 65,160 (28,121
1924.
Jan.-Mar. .. | 6,100 .. | 82,320 | 443,000 | 50,800 .. 660 "332,000 900

Totals .. 75,413 (20,733 |407,427 2,683,033 394,332 208,310 87,509 ;415,417 35,490 | 870

No account is taken of many thousand Lauie, Laupaogo, Laufala (for mats) and Ua (for tapa-
cloth). ' ' '

SAVAI'T,
Coconuts .. . .. 104,076 Taamu .. .. .. 2,806,893
"Cacao .. .. .. 93,090 Yams . .. . 234,039
Bananas .. .. .. 1,240,339 Sugarcane .. .. .. 1,123,488

Taro .. .. .. 2,269,482 Kava .. .. .. 194,590
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. CUSTOMS AND MARINE DEPARTMENT.

From a trade point of view the financial year just closed has proved the quietest on record for
the past seven years. The fact is strongly reflected in the revenue and trade returns for the period.
Certainly the estimate of revenue was only £10 short of actual receipts, but the total sum collected
was £7,488 less than during the preceding year, whilst the total trade decreased by £90,894.

Revenuz.

The total moneys collected by the Department from all sources during the year amounted to
£68,450, as compared with £75,938 for the previous year. The Customs import duties fell short of
the estimate by only £6562. Copra export duty was short by £1,269, and cocoa export duty by £546.
Importations during the earlicr quarters of the yeur gave promise of a larger Customs revenue than
usual, but the subsequent falling-off in receipts in the December and March quarters more than
justified the reduced estimate for the whole period.

The additional tariff exemptions made in July last were also responsible for a certain loss of
revenue, It is estimated that these concessions cost about £1,717 for the nine months. The export
duties were affected by unforesecn circumstances such as devastating gales and a dry season.

The-shipping fees exceeded the estimate by ahout £500 ; taxes, &c., by £900 ; miscellancous by
£1,200, whilst lease of sheds, lighters, &c., was £300 below the estimate.

The receipts under the principal headings were as follows, the figures for the previous year also
being given for the sake of comparison :—

—_— 1922-23. 1923-24. Decrease. Increase.
£ £ £ £
Import duties .. .. .. .. 45,673 41,948 3,725 ..
Export dutics—
Cocoa .. .. .. .. 1,455 954 501
Copra .. .. .. .. 14,817 10,731 4,086 ..
Shipping fees L . . .. 1,962 2,195 .. 233
Lease of export, sheds, lighters, &e. .. .. 889 1,029 .. 140
Taxes and Native travelling passes .. .. 10,125 9,495 630 ..
Miscellaneous, including sales of medicinal liquo 1,017 2.098 .. 1,081
75,938 68,450 8,942 1,454
1,454
Decreases .. .. .. .. .. 7,488
CusToms.
Statrstibs.

The statistics dealing with the trade and shipping of the Port; of Apia for the calendar year 1923
kave already been compiled and published. The total trade for the period amounted to £557,655,
as compared with £648,549 for 1922—a decrease of £90,894. The exports exceeded the imports by
£19,893.

Imports.

The total value of the imports during 1923 was £268,881, as against £282,939 for the preceding
year, a drop of £14,000. No particular line of goods was responsible for the falling-off, but trade was
very dull towards the end of the year, and the importations during the December quarter were
considerably below the average.

Ezxports.

The exports for 1923 also showed a decided decline, being valued at £288,774, as compared with
£365,610 for 1922—a decrease of £76,836. .

Cocoa was responsible for £32,000 of this amount. During the year the export of cacao-beans
was only 221 tons, valued at £12,787, compared with 765 tons, valued at £44,513, for the previous
year. The market abroad during the year was very weak, and local planters found great difﬁc:ulty
in disposing of their stocks at payable prices. Also, the total production for the year was consider-
ably less than in 1922. . _

) Copra.—The copra export was 13,484 tons, valued at £269,995 ; for the previous year it totallqd
16,956 tons, valued at £319,333. It must, however, be remembered that 1922 was a record year in
this respect, and that the average for the two previous. years was only 7,400 tons. Moreover,
weather conditions last year were unfavourable to a heavy production, the gales of March, 1923, and
the subsequent dry weather militating against a large output.

The bulk of the copra continucs to go direct to the Continent of Europe, Germany last year
receiving 8,377 tons out of the total export of 13,484 tons, and Holland 1,529 tons. But this dges
not necessarily imply increased trade with the Continent. Much of the copra is purchased by British
firms, who have the nut crushed in the mills in Germany and Holland, whilst the oil so expressed ig

sent to England for manufacture,

3—A. 4.
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As regards trade from the different countries, the relative positions remain much the same as in
1922, except that the importations from the United Kingdom have inereased by £5,000, whilst those
from New Zcaland and Australia have fallen by a similar amount. The importations from other
countries not enumerated decrcased by £8,000. The figures for the two years are—

1922, 1923. .
Value. f Per Cent. Value, Per Cent.
£ ! £
United Kingdom .. .. .. 14,202 50 | 19,788 7-3
New Zealand .. . . . 82,596 290 | 77,782 28-9
Australia .. .. .. .. 104,663 370 98,301 364
United States of America . . 63,345 22:5 62,717 234
Other countries .. .. . ) 18,133 656 | 10,293 40
282,939 100-0 J 268,881 1C0-0

Tartff Changes—In July last a number of items were added to the free list, as already stated,
It is estimated that the loss of revenue resulting from these concessions amounted to £1,717. The
amount was distributed as follows: Animals (living), £72; meat and fish (frozen), £288; butter,
£210 ; rice (unpolished), £260 ; honey, £5; infants foods, £10 ; manures, £50 ; sacks (copra), £756 ;
shooks of undressed wood, £6 ; machinery (copra and cocoa drying), £60 : total, £1,717.

ice from Fiji—The prohibition against importation of rice from Fiji was removed by an
amending Ordinance in November last, importation now being allowed under certain precautionary
conditions. This has already led to a fair amount of additional trade with our island neighbour,

HarBoUR SECTION.

Beacons and Lights.—The new Aga light on Vaca has proved very satisfactory and economical.
Lower leading-light has been electrified from Alcazar supply. Apia lights are now reliable, and the
authorities have hbeen notified of the change and information inserted on charts. Small beacons
around harbour are lit with oil-lamps.

Buoys and Moorings.—All moorings lifted, cleaned, and relaid ; two old buoys replaced, and
heavy 2% in. cables laid on two buoys. These moorings are now safe for any size vessel.

Passages—This work was taken over from Public Works, New pins supplied to Safune, Salilua,
and Palauli, and rocks in Palauli passage blasted, and a considerable amount of clearing-work done in
and around Apia Harbour.

Maintenance—All plant regularly overhauled and kept in good order. Two old surf-boats and
one towing-launch have been disposed of.

S.s. *“ Lady Roberts.”—This ship was brought over from New Zealand in June, 1923, and has
proved a very valuable asset, considerably lightening the work of mooring and lifting the heavy

anchors and chains in use in this port; also, it has very much improved the mail and passenger
service to Pago Pago.
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Overseas Merchant Shipping, Port of Apia, Jor Year ended 31st March, 1924.

; ‘ Stean. Sailing. Total,
Quarter ended = ‘~ e P e
’ | No. \ Tons. | Cargo. | No. ‘ Tons, = Cargo. | No. ! Tons. ~ Cargo.
...... I S ‘
INWARDS.

June quarter, 1923 .. | British | 16 | 14,936 | 2,550 | .. .. .. 16 | 14,936 | 2,550
Foreign 1 3,125 110 1 389 J 283 21 3,514 393
17 | 18,061 2,660 1 389 283 | 18 | 18,450 2,943
September quarter,1923 | British | 15 | 13,513 | 2,270 | .. .. .. 15 113,613 | 2,270
Foreign 4| 8,958 .. 1 482 200, 5| 9,440 200
19 | 22,471 | 2,270 | 1 482 200 |, 20 | 22,953 | 2,470
December quarter,1923 | British | 18 | 18,936 | 3,106 18 118,936 | 3,106

Foreign 2| 3,408 .. 2| 3,408 ..
20 | 22,344 3,106 20 | 22,344 3,106
March quarter, 1924.. | British | 15 | 17,633 | 1,701 15 | 17,633 | 1,701
Foreign 2 6,490 78 2 6,490 78
17 | 24,123 1,779 17 | 24,123 1,779
Year ending 31st March, | British | 64 | 65,018 | 9,627 | .. .. .. 64 | 65,018 | 9,627
1924 Foreign | 9 | 21,981 188 | 2 871 483 | 11 | 22,852 671
73 186,999 | 9,815 2 871 483 | 75 | 87,870 | 10,298

OUTWARDS.

June quarter, 1923 .. | British | 16 | 17,3956 | 4,493 | .. .. 15 117,395 | 4,493
Foreign 1| 3,126 1,227 | 1 389 ‘ 2| 3,b14 | 1,227
16 | 20,520 5,720 1 389 ‘ 17 | 20,909 5,720
September quarter,1923 | British | 13 | 10,902 213 ‘ 13 | 10, 902 213
Foreign 4 8,958 | 2,144 4| 8,958 | 2,144
17 119,860 | 2,357 f 17 | 19,860 2,357
December quarter, 1923 | British | 19 | 21,456 | 1,555 | .. .. 19 | 21,456 | 1,555
Foreign 21 3,408 | 1,131 1 482 3| 3,890 | 1,131
21 | 24,864 | 2,686 | 1 482 ‘ 22 | 25,346 | 2,686
March quarter, 1924 .. | British | 14 | 17,283 | 3,178 14 | 17,283 | 3,178
Foreign 2| 6,490 275 2| 6,490 275
16 | 23,773 | 3,453 16| 23,773 | 3,453
Year ending 3st March, | British | 61 | 67,037 | 9,439 | .. .. 61 | 67,036 | 9,439
1924 Foreign 9 | 21,981 4977 1 2 871 11 | 22,852 | 4,777
70 | 89,017 | 14,216 | 2 871 ‘ 72 | 89,888 | 14,216

In addition 4 British and 4 foreign warships and 2 yachts entered and cleared the port.
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Total Receipts at Customhouse, Apia.

(To neareqt pound sterhng )

| Other

I \ s;gzeiz!;‘;g Taxcs and | Receipts,
. w6 | Export | Shippi Nati including | Total
Period 1923-24. | ]gl\ﬁ‘g' : S\Il):; F};(I::lg of Shgds J,Tra:cllggg- lr:%‘baile 0? Rec()ei;)i;s.
l ! Li lrllters ! passes. | Medicinal |
| [ g ’ | Liquor. !
£ £ £ £ £ £ £

June quarter .. .. 12,737 3,536 658 301 3,538 370 | 21,140
September quarter .. 11,837 2,199 437 138 3,630 443 | 18,684
December quarter .. 10,617 2,478 551 368 1,350 548 15,912
March quarter .. . 6,757 3,472° 549 222 977 137 12,714
Year 1923-24 .. .| 41,948 11,685 2,195 | 1,029 9,495 2,098 68,450
June quarter .. .. 10,649 3,052 467 267 3,889 203 18,527
September quarter o 9,087 3,053 403 261 4,701 240 17,744
December quarter . 16,939 4 454 577 220 765 274 23,229
March quarter .. . 8,999 5,713 516 141 770 300 16,438
Year 1922-23 .. . 45,673 16,272 1,962 889  |10,125 1,017 75,938
Year 192122 .. .. | 56,824 14,395 1,779 | 1,209 9,540 653 84,400
- Year 1920-21 .. .. 79,567 9,563 1,383 | 4,661 (a)| 9,524 3,063 | 107,751
Year 1919-20 .. . 43,022 8,035 746 235  |11,268 (b) 448 63,754
Year 1918-19 .. . 33,787 7,376 407 787  |13,156 (b) 528 56,041

(@) Includes hghterage charges when Administration did stevedoring.
(6) Includes Native l27fago now collected by Native Department.

CHINESE DEPARTMENT.

During the year, 353 time-expired Chinese labourers were repatriated. So far it has not been
found necessary to replace them.

The new conditions under which the bulk of the Chinese labourers are now working are giving
general satisfaction. The increase in wages, combined with the elimination of the penal clauses for
labour offences, has had a marked effect on the labourers. They are doing more and better work now
that they are being paid by results. Moreover, illness during working-hours is {ast disappearing, and
malingering is greatly reduced.

Although the new labour terms have been in operation for nine months only of the year, the

number of labourers required to report to the Chinese Commissioner for various reasons has grestly
reduced, as the following figures will show :—

Y. d
Reason. 3156 Maroh 1923, 3ot Monai 1925,
Medical examination .. . . . .. . 569 56
Complaint by employer . . .. . .. 1,087 578
Complaint by labourer .. . . . . . 276 201
Wantéed by police . .. V. . . . 50 45
Discharged from hospltal . . . . . 189 13
Left work without permission .. . 470 189

The number of Chinese labourers in Western bamoa at the 31st March, 1924, was 967, as com-
pared with 1,328 at the end of the previous year and 1,591 at the 31st March, 1922.

The relations existing between the Chinese Consul and the Administration during the year have
continued to be most cordial.

Savings of wages totalling £4,422 16s. were remitted to China by Chinese labourers during the
year.

POLICE AND PRISONS.

The criminal statistics set out below show that the number of offences reported during the year
was 652, as compared with 752 for the previous year. The proportion of offences to the population
was 176 per cent. as against 1-98 per cent. for 1922.

The percentage of arrests or summonses resulting from the offences reported was 96-93 per cent.,
the figures for the provious ycar showing 96 per cent.

On the 31st March the strength of the Police Force was thirty-three of all ranks, being made up
of five Europeans and twenty- owht Native police. This shows a reduction of three during the year.
Proportion of police to populamon 1 to 1,122-6.

Prisons.

The total number of prisoners received at the Gaol during the year was 420, and the total
discharged 433.
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During the year the prisoners have been employed cleaning and keeping clean Government lands
and grounds, and in keeping the Hospital grounds clean in return for medical attendance.

The health of the prisoners has been good: the Gaol Surgeon visits the Prison regularly and
attends to all cases of sickness.

MEeNTAL PATIENTS.

The number of patients at the end of the year was the same as at the commencement—viz., two
male and two female Samoans.

RetTURN sHOWING THE NUMBER OF OFFENCES REPORTED, THE NUMBER OF OFFENCES FOR WHICH
PERSONS WERE APPREHENDED OR SUMMONED, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS CONVICTED OR DISMISSED,
AND A CoMpARISON OF CRIME DURING THE YEAR ENDED 3lsT DECEMBER, 1922, AND THE YEAR
ENDED 3IST DDOEMBER 1923

I 1922. ‘f 1023, Offences
e R R reported.
| .
e Number s
i Oﬁencesi Offences ' foe‘;?:ﬁp& Number, dismissed & #
reported. ‘rcported Summoned, | convicted. with:i)xrvawn. g g
S S L . i W
|
Misleading justice— M. | P | M. | F
Bribery, attempted .. .. .. . 1 . . .. . - Lo
Perjury . . .. .. 1 .. .. .. .. .. AU 1
Perverting course of Justlce .. .. . .. 1 1 .. .. 1 RO T
Escape from custody— : i
Escape from legal custody .. .. .. 2 1 1 1 .. .. A 1
Offences against morality—
Adultery .. .. .. . 13 15 15 8 7 .. .. 2
Abduction to cmnally know .. .. . .. 30 30 27 1 2| .. | 30
Aiding abduction .. . .. .. .. 4 4 3 1 .. .. 4 ..
Bigamy .. .. . .. 1 .. .. .. .. .. . .. 1
Offences against the person—
Assault, common . .. 69 72 72 61 4 6 1 3 ..
Assault, causing bodllv harm . .. . 10 4 4 3| .. 1| .. .. 6
Assault, indecent 3 3 3 3 .. . .. ..
Carnal knowledge .. .. .. 1 1 1 1 - R R
Rape . . .. . 4 3 3 1 2 . 1
Rape, &ttempted .. .. . 2 .. .. .. .. .. 2
Rape, aiding . .- . . 4 3 3 o 3 .. 1
Manslaughter . .. .. .. .. 1 1 .. 1 1 ..
Threats to kill . . .. 3 3 1 2 3
Offences against the rxghts of properf) = ’
Burglary .. S . 5 12 8 6 .. 2 7
Thefts from dwellmgs . . . 8 18 15 9 1 5 10
Unlawful entry .. . .. .. .. 2 2 2 .. . 2
Thett . .. . .. 113 88 75 45 8! 22 .| 25
Receiving stolen propertv . . . .. 7 7 b 2 7
False pretences . .. 1 . .. . 1
Forgery .. 4 2 2 2 2
Shop-breaking 3 .. .. 3
"Crespass 156 20 20 15 3 2 51 ..
Gaming offences 12 2 2 2 10
Arms Ordinance— ’
Unlawful transfer 1 .. 1
Unlawfully in possession . .. .. 7 2 2 21 .. .. . .. 5
Having unlicensed firearm .. .. . .. 1 1 .. .. 1) .. 1 ..
Presenting a gun at another.. .. 1 1 1 .. .. 1) .
Police offences—
Breach of the peace .. .. . 40 30 30 18 20 10 .. .. 10
Disorderly conduct .. .. .. .. .. 11 11 8 30 .. .. 11 .
Drunkenness .. . .. . 5 14 14 14| .. .. .. 9 ..
Cruelty to animals .. . .- NN 19 9 9 8] .. 1 .. . 10
Indecent acts .. .. .. .. 2 . . .. . .. . .. 2
Stone-throwing . 5 5 5 5 ..
Damaging property . N . .. 3 3 3 3 ..
Insulting language .. . 10 1 1 1 .. 9
Converting animals or vehicles to own use . .. 3 3 3 3| ..
Taking part in an affray 6 .. .. 6
Taking part in a riot .. .. 9 . . . .. .. . . 9
Opium offences— |
Opium-smuggling 1 2 2 2 1 ..
Opium-smoking 1 1 1 1 . ..
In possession of opium 4 1 1 1 3
Liquir offences—
Manufacturing liquor 2 21 21 16 2 1 2|1 19 ..
Liquor found on occupied premlses .. 3 3 2 1 .. 3 ..
In possesslon of liquor 3 4 4 3 .. 1 1 .
Importing liquor 2 6 6 5 1 ce ] 4| ..
Concealing liquor .. 1 1 1 .. ‘ 1 ..
Selling liquor 2 4 4 3 1 i 20
Breach of Dlstlllatlon Act 6 2 2 2 .. ‘ .. 4
Consuming methylated spirits 5 30 30 29 1 ‘ 25 .
Samoans consuming liquor 7 .. .. .. | 7
Supplying liquor to Samoans .. i ..
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RETURN SHOWING THE NUMBER oF OFFENCES REPORTED, ETC.—continued.

Offences

1022. 1928, reported.
i | Numb
—_— umber . ;
Offences | Offences ag;ra%ezr Nux;n!ger dismissed 8 g
reported. reported.) qummened. | SORVIC ed. withg;uwn, g §
= =]
\
By-law breaches-— \ M. ¥, M. ¥,
Cattle trespass . . . . 62 6 6 6 .. . . . 56
Wandering pigs o 1o 10 6 2 21 .. 0] ..
Insanitary pigsties .. .. .. .. .5 .. .. .. .. . .. 5
Negligent driving .. .. .. .. 43 27 27 26 1 .. .. .. 16
Nogligent riding .. . .. . - 7 7 51 .. 20 .. 7 .
Driving without lights . .. .. 23 36 36 33 1 2] .. 13
Driving without license .. .. . 7 66 66 66 | .. .. .. 59
Unattended vehicles . . . . . . 1 1 1 o . .. 1 .
Furious driving .. .. .. .. 30 L. .. .. . .. . .. 3
Public nuisance .. . . . . 1 1 1] .. . . 1
Miscellaneous— ‘
Restricted immigrants, unlawfully landing .. ol 4
Concealment of birth 2 .. ‘ . 2
Land-weeding Regulations .. .. 4 .. . . o 4
Dynamiting fish .. .. . 4 .. .. \ 4
Shooting pigeons out of season .. 1 .. .. : ]
Breach of Chineso Contract Labour Ordinance .. 180 . . . ‘ | 180
Breach of Pacific Island Contract Labour Ordinance . 44 44 1 43 | 44 o
Breach of Permit Regulations .. .. 2 2 2 2 | .. ‘ .. ..
Breach of Harbour Regulations .. .. 8 . .. o . . 8
Bathing without lavalava .. .. 2 2 ‘ 2 l 2
Unregistered dog 1 1 1 . 1
Keeping vicious do;, . I 1 I 1 ‘ 1
Failing to have collar on dorr 1 1 A \ 1
Totals .. .. .. N 752 652 632 470 | 42 | 117 ¢ ‘ ‘3 304 | 404

POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.

Savings-bank.—The Savings-bank Branch shows a decline. The deposits are £21,850 8s. 8d., with-
drawals £25,795 Os. §d. The total amount (including interest) at credit of depositors is £36,740 ls. 1d.,
a decrease of £2,513 12s. 4d. on the previous year’s total. Although there has been an excess of
withdrawals, new accounts are still being opened. During the year 137 accounts were opened and
103 closed, lcaving a total of 415, an increase of 34 for the year.

Private Boxcs --The boxes have been all let, and arrangements have been made for the erection
of additional boxes. The amount of revenue denvcd from this itein is £91 8s. 5d.

Money-orders.—The money-orders issued numbered 1,310 for a total of £10,233 15s. 7d. ; comunis-
sion on money-orders amounted to £95 2s. 1d. Money-orders paid were 199, totalling £1,102 13s. 1d.

Postal Notes and British Postal Orders.—Sales in this branch amounted to—Notes, £683 5s. 5d. ;
orders, £98 8s. 2d.

Post-gffice—Mail-matter delivered and posted in Samoa during the year, estimated from a general
average : the numbers were as follows :—

Delivered-—
Letters .. . .. . .. .. 113,000
Other articles .. .. .. .. .. 81,141
— 194,141
Registered letters delivered .. .. .. .. .. 2,635
Parcels .. .. o .. .. .. 2,331
Posted—
Letters .. .. .. .. .. .. 95,5613
Other articles .. .. .. .. .. 16,068
— 111,581
Registered articles posted . i . o 3,053
Parcels .. .. 902

Customs duty amounting to £776 65 11d was collected on parcels

Stamps.—Stamp sales amounted to £1,287 3s. 9d., a decreasc of £2,000 compared with last year.
This decrease is due to the reduction in po%tal rates.

Telephones.—The fees amounted to £1,206 7s. 10d., as compared with £1,321 11s. 3d. last year.
The telephone system is far from being ba‘msfac’cory The Telegraph Engmeor from Auckland has
inspected the system and reported accordingly. In the near future, perhaps, something may be done
to bring about a more suitable system.

Work performed for other Departmenis.—Accounts collected for other Departments of the Adminis-
tration amounted to £5,766 18s. 10d. On behalf of the New Zecaland Government, for < miscellaneous
receipts ” the sum of £994 12s. 1d. was collected, and “ miscellaneous payments” amounted to
£982 4s. 1d. For the Customs Department, Samoa, £776 6s. 11d. was collected.
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Post AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31lsT MARcH, 1924.

Mail-matter delivered. Mail-matter posted.
Year 1923-24. 2% 3 g Parcels. ;% 3 <% I
s 9 5 - T o &S = SR X
28 . | g 22 T s | 4
23 i % No. Duty. ?3'3 2 B 5
57 8 & o~ & & &
£ g d
April-June 25,900 | 16,800 499 513 | 133 11 3 23,700 2,100 825 189
July-September 30,114 | 19,296 G605 550 1 206 19 7 21,963 3,816 837 188
October-December . . 34,570 | 25,320 | 1,026 707 | 267 16 © 33,560 ‘ 7,200 525 370
January-March 22,416 | 19,725 505 561 | 169 1 1 16,290 ’ 2,952 866 155
Totals 113,000 | 81,141 | 2,635 | 2,331 | 776 6 11 95,513 | 16,068 | 3,053 902
Totals for previous year 115,056 | 80,104 | 2,229 | 2,426 | 649 9 O | 102,838 ‘ 16,559 | 3,669 | 1,212
Money-orders and Savings-bank.
Postal-not d
Moncy-orders issued. Money-orders paid. Brit?sshangta?ls- (?rlcllcrs.
Year 1023-24, i = 0
No. Commission. ‘, Amount. No. Amount. Issued. Paid.
o i
£ s d £ s d £ 8 d | £ s d £ s d
April-June 356 121 411 2,262 11 4 42 217 12 51521510 | 2111 4
July-September 427 26 19 10 2,959 19 7 56 433 8 6 | 200 5 11 20156 7
October-December .. 480 | 26 2 7| 2,706 0 8 63 288 811 | 18116 3| 8314 4
January—March 319 | 2014 9| 2,306 4 0 38 163 3 3 /148 7 5| 22 611
‘"Totals .. . 1,582 ‘ 95 2 110,233 15 7 199 | 1,102 13 1683 65 5| 98 8 2
Totals for previous year ° 1,628 r97 12 ‘ 10,306"17 8| 190 | 1,248 14 6| 66019 0| 101 11 3
Receipts due to Samoan Administration
i
Miscel- m Coliected
. . - Sale of Telep! Private Cod
s, o v | S B | MR i R
£ s d| £ s d|£ s d|£ s d| £ s.d| £ s d| £ s.d| £ s d.
April-June .. 419 12 8 479 2 212 0 6/ 21310 397 6 O 5 5 1} 014 4| 1,206 14 2
July-September 33711 9 502 0 71019 0 .. 299 0 5/ 010 0 010 0| 1,511 13 8
October-December 310 610 486 17 20 3 6 015 0 158 011 1 0 O .. 2,089 12 4
January-March 21912 7| 53719 91 4 0,1 0 0 362 0 6 6913 4/12 0 0 959 18 8
Totals 1,287 3 92,0056 19 8 4 7 0 4 8 10(1,206 710 76 8 5| 13 4 4| 5,766 18 10
Totals for previous year (3,316 16 2/1,605 11 109 0 0/ 5 5 0[1,321 11 3/ 98 11 3| 11 12 4/ 6,738 14 9
Savings-bank.
;g'é %g’ Amount at *E g
Year 1023-24, gg 28 Deposits. Witadrawals. Credit of Invested, In Hand. 28
gs §'o‘ Depositors. 8o
- - -
£ s d £ s d £ s d £ s.d| £ s d
April-June .. 36| 22| 6,708 1 8 5,073 10 5| 40,888 4 8 31,189 0 0| 4,494 10 3| 395
July-September 38| 30| 5,83 5 3] 7,151 14 4| 38,572 15 7| 35,698 0 O0f 4,443 10 4| 403
October-December 16 | 25| 4,374 16 2| 6,926 7 8| 36,921 4 1] 35,698 0 0| 1,244 12 3' 394
January-March 47 | 26| 4,931 5 7| 6,643 8 O 36,740 1 1| 35,698 0 0| 1,180 12 8" 415
Totals 137 | 103 | 21,850 8 8 25,795 0 5
Totals for previous year | 151 | 73 | 30,484 17 0 21,781 1 7 | 381
Transactions on Accouut of the New Zealand Government.
Receipts. Payments,
Year 192324, . |
Supergr!ll'nua- (}I?I:ﬁl;gg\(fat ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬂ. ‘( Miscellancous,| Penslons. Supgggnua— Miscellaneous.
£ 8 d £ s d £ s d. £ d| £ s d| £ s d £ s d
April-June 229 9 71 30 0 3 4 0 6 21310121 4 3| 5219 6| 13 810
July-September 263 13 0| 36 17 4 910 11 .. 91 1 810519 0] 148 8 5
October-December 124 3 10 2 79 6 7 2 5 0 6 81 211 79 9 3 1215 0
January-April 207 17 1 37 6 0 10 4 3 2 0 1(13918 9123 4 0 1212 6
Totals .. 825 3 6| 12911 4| 30 210 914 5433 7 736111 9 ‘ 187 4 9
Totals for previous year .. | 692 7 10 1 131 9 9 317 '2|448 10 11 I 513 1 5 | 305 16 7 ' 81 15 8
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Rapio StaTion,

The station has maintained, without interruption, communication with New Zealand and those
island stations for whose radio traffic it is responsible.

A 70 horse-power ““ Allen ” engine and generator to replace the German one which broke down
in February, 1923—-as referred to in the last report——has now been installed, and has been running
for two months. It is proving quite satisfactory, and the station is now complete.

A more comprehensive scheme of weather reporting to shipping was commenced on the 1st
October, 1923. Apia—Radio now collects reports from Tonga, Tahiti, Rarotonga, Fiji, Norfolk Island,
Now Hebrides, and, together with Apia’s report, broadcasts the information twice daily during the
hurricane season and once daily in the non-hurricane season.

Radio-telegraph communication with Savai’i was inaugurated on the 1st October, 1923, since
which date reliable daylight communication has been maintained.

With a view to ascertaining if Samoan boys can be trained to fill positions as operators, a
training class has been recently formed. Sufficient time has not yet been spent in training to be
able to report on progress.

Retwrn of Traffic handled by Apia—Radio for the Year April, 1923, to March, 1924.

Month. Messages. Words. ‘ Amount 91{,"‘;3?3 by Apia-
1923. | £ s d
April .. . . y 1,32 | 14,616 | 288 0 6
May .. . . . 1,261 | 15,329 i 287 16 10
June .. . . . 1,207 | 13,907 28 6 9
July .. .. .. .. 1,202 14,279 } 267 18 3
August 1,392 16,610 ‘ 322 17 4
September 1,324 ‘ 16,026 J 30713 7
October ‘ 1,275 14,753 ‘ 275 18 2
November 1,228 14,090 2710 4 6
December 1,240 13,400 255 16 2
1924.
January 1,182 13,617 255 6 6
February 1,250 13,931 275 2 4
March .. 1,485 16,720 336 7 5
Total .. .. .. 15,398 i 177,178 3,414 8 4
Details of Engine-running, Oil-consumption, d&c.
Total Engine- Monthly Consumption High-power-
Month. running 'Igime. C%Ill_f;g:%ilf n per hoIl)ll‘. Trar%siﬁzttmg
1923. Hrs, min. Gallons. Gallons. Hours.
April .. . . 120 30 300 2:5 2
May .. .. .. 144 45 455 2:9 2
June .. . o 138 30 350 2-6 2
July .. .. .. 136 45 340 25 2
August .. .. . 137 15 361 2-6 2
September . . 137 45 -389 2:5 2
October .. .. . 142 30 360 2-5 2
November .. o 141 15 ' 271 1-9 2
December .. .. 140 45 374 2-6 2
1924.
January .. .. 145 15 393 2-7 2
February* .. . 120 00 658 55 2
Marchf .. . .. 96 45 255 2:6 2

* New Allen engine installed and tested this mouth. t Allen started at 24 times, Swiderski 3 times.

LANDS AND SURVEY DEPARTMENT.

During the year the plan of the business portion of Apia was completed, and the lithographs of
same have now been published.

Compass surveys of Native villages, 2 hydro-electric scheme, and Crown Estates land for Native
cultivations were undertaken.

Theodolite surveys of isolated Court grants were made and bhased on true meridian from stellar
and solar ohservations, and others, as enumerated on the accompanying schedule, connected to the
standard coast traverse. The standard coast traverse was extended four miles to the east of Apia, and
all surveys within the scope of the work connected up.

Preliminary engineering, road surveys, and of Native water-supplies were undertaken for the
Public Works Department,
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Work For THE YEAR,

Field-work. Office-work.
e T - P]a.ns placed 3 [ . :’ 'E)
; on Instrument =t g 2 % Eg
Class of Work, ol n (:;sTiléle, nts P _é 2B 2 %o ? gé
Acres. Miles. ot = =2 © 2 &5
Cost. Free- a ] A % 2 S‘ '5?1 g
Leases. hold. ® ] f 5
r )
Topographical .. 199475 | 1-60 710 | .. 3 1 1 o 5
Rural .. .. 240-50 0:10 84.78 3 48 28 10 9 12
Town .. .. 82:25 .. 860 .. 14 .. .. 2 9
Native . .. 3:0b .. 7-85 3 .. 31 20 5 23
Standard traverse—
Rural boundaries .. .. 0-80 5-85 .. .. .. .. .. 1
Rural roads .. .. 4-85 2770 .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Miscellaneous .. 77825 | 10-00 6385 | .. .. 5 .. 31 70 66
Totals .. |1,303-80 | 17-35 | 205-73 6 65 65 31 47 | 120 66

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS.

The usual maintenance of residences and other Government buildings has been attended to. Your
residences have been completely renovated, and partial renovations have been effected to five others.

New CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS.

Valima.—Additions were made to the kitchen and laundry, new stoves fitted, with hot-water
service, new drying-room constructed, drainage extended, new W.C, fitted, and improvements cffccted
to the ballroom,

Residence of Secretary to Resident Commissioner, Sovai’t.—A new kitchen and fittings were erected,
and the residence thoroughly renovated. .

Schools.—Sanitary arrangements for the whole of the schools have been completed, and a shelter
was fitted up as a school-room and completely renovated. New fales were erected as follows : Two at
Vaipouli, Savai’i; one at Malifa ; three at the Avele Agricultural School (completed); one at the
Avele Agricultural School (in course of erection). One of the class-rooms at Malifa was completely
renovated, painted, and minor repairs carried out.

Central Hotel—All guest-rooms were mosquito-proofed, renovated internally, and fitted with
electric light.

Hospital, Agta.—Repaits were effected to all the Native fales, to the ventilators in the research-
room, and minor repairs executed to the main building. The operating-room was also fitted up.

Medical Out-stations, Tuasivi—A pig-proof fence was erected around the hospital, and an 8,000-
gallon redwood tank was constructed.

Aleipata—The new medical out-station at Lalomanu has now been completed, comprising a new
residence for the doctor, outhuildings, dispensary, three Native hospital fales, nurses’ fale, two cook-
houses, and W.C. for the use of Native patients. The compound, consisting of about 3} acres, was
fenced in, and provision for water was made by the erection of a cistern of concrete, with a 3,000-gallon
capacity.

Wereless Station.—A new cngine-bed was laid down, and extensions and repairs to the engine-room
building were effected.

Customs.— Extensive repairs to verandahs and guttering were carried out, and a new car-shed was
erected.

Observatory.—A hut for atmospheric electrical observations was cerccted on the reef near the
Obscrvatory, and the residences were painted and renovated.

Native Office, Mulinw'u.—The offices at Mulinu’'u were completely renovated, partitions and
counters were fitted, and a records-room and new offices for the Native clerks were erceted.

New Cemetery.—A portion of the new cemetery was fenced in, and new gates have been crected.

Old Cemetery.—The fence was thoroughly repaired, and headstones for the graves of fallen soldiers
were erected.

Copra-drier, Malie. —A new copra sun-drier for the Natives at Malie was constrocted.

Gaol, Vaimea.—New posts and rails were fitted around the compound fence, making the latter
thoroughly secure.

S.s. J’~The whole of the intérnal accommodation-way was removed, hatchings
cut forward and aft, and space for 70 tons of cargo provided. A new deck-house, with two W.C.s, was
fitted up aft, and one W.C. for Natives was constructed on the port side forward. A new forecastle-
head was fitted, a new funnel made for the galley-range, and all wash-ports and scuppers overhauled.
The false deck forward was removed, beams cut out, two gusset plates fitted to hold stanchions and
keelson, Two new rooms were also fitted up for the mate and engineer.

MAINTENANCE oF RoaDs.

Stone-crushing was carried out intermittently during the first quarter after which the plant was
closed down, brought inte Apia, and thoroughly overhauled,

4—A. 4.
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The following statement shows the principal work carried out :—

Apia to Mulifanua Road.—The road from Vaiusu was repaired as far as Malie, 100 chains being
rolled, blinded, and tarred, while the balance was re-formed and surfaced with rotten rock. Sixty
chains of road at Faleasiu were re-formed by the Samoans under supervision, and a deviation of the
road was also completed.

Awia to Falefa.—Repairs to part of this road were carried out by the Samoans at Letogo, under
contract and supervision, and very satisfactory work was done, including re-forming and metalling.
Slips on the road at Letogo and Lotoanu were also cleared by the Samoans,

New Faipule Road.—The clearing, formation, and metalling of this road was undertaken by the
Natives, and completed under the leadership of Fonoti and the supervision of the Public Works
Department.  The new road is 50 chains long and 25 ft. in width, No difficulty was experienced in
getting the Natives to do roadwork, and inquiries for work similar to the Faipule Road continue to
come from all districts.

Malololelei Road.—Repairs to the Vailima~Malololelei Road have been carried out. _

Flood-damage.~—A considerable amount of extra work on roads has been necessitated by the damage
done by the heavy floods in March, 1923, and this has caused the new wozk done to he limited.

Bripezs.
Five new bridges were crected in Australian hardwoods at the following places: Apia (Mulivai),
Afega, Vaivase, Fagal'l (two). -

Tuaefu.~—This steel bridge was chipped and painted.
Lofi Lufi—A small footbridge for the use of the Natives was erected, the Natives building the
stone approaches.
Solo Solo.—This stecl bridge was chipped and painted.
General —All bridges in Upolu have received minar repairs, but several built in Oregon pine will
require to be renewed.
Roaps axD BRrIDGES, SAVAIT,

Minor repairs to roads and bridges have been carried out intermittently, and all urgent repairs
attended to.

Ap1A WATERWORKS.

A 2%in. and a 2in. main was extended from Papaseea Road to Vaiusu for a distance of about
60 chains. The intake to the water-supply was improved, and fifty-two connections were made to
the mains during the year, making a total of 306 connections to date.

NaTive WATER-SUPPLIES.

Several minor repairs to native water-supplies were dealt with, and a number of schemes
investigated, and the Natives informed of the amounts of money they would be asked to collect if
the schemes were proceeded with.

IMPROVEMENT OF PASSAGES.

Savar’i.—The blasting of passages has now been taken over by the Harbour Department. A
number of beacons and ping were made, the passage at Palauli was blasted out, and pins were
erected at Safune and Salailua.

WORKSHOPS.

The joinery, blacksmiths’, plumbers’ and painters’ shops have been carried on continucusly during
the year.

CLEANING GOVERNMENT GROUNDS, STREET-CLEANING, AND RuBBIst CoOLLECTION.

The ahove services in the Town of Apia have all been carried on continuously during the year
by the Department.

Arrangements were made locally for an electric supply for street-lighting from the Vaisigano
Bridge to the lower leading-light near the Mulivai Stream. This supply has proved to be eminently
satisfactory. 'The lower leading-light has also been electrified.

The rubbish-dump has been considerably improved, loop tram-lines have been installed over the
swamp, and the rubbish is now being utilized for reclamation purposes.

SURVEYS.

A road over the cliffs at Saleapaga, in Lepa, was surveyed for the Natives, in order to give them
a better entrance to their plantations.

SUPPLIES PURCHASE DEPARTMENT.

The accompanying return tabulates the work carried out by this Department during the year.

On account of generally falling markets, purchases have been made more favourably than hereto-
fore. The policy of concentrating under the centrol of the Supplies Purchase Officer the whole of
the purchasing required by all departments of the Administration has continued to give satisfactory
results, especially from an economy point of view.

Every effort is made to forccast the Administration’s requirements in stores and supplies
sufficiently early to enable competitive quotations to be obtained in every possible market, and so
avoid the loss that must necessarily occur if rush orders have to be placed without competition,
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Statistical Fi¢UurEs For THE YEAR ENDED 3lsT March, 1924,

[
Firs Third | TFourth "
- Qu;r‘;gr. (?3;233‘. Qﬁa,lr ter. Ql;) arter. Total.
(@.) Indents received from Departments. . .. 287 271 218 283 1,065
(b.) Orders placed Locally—
For the Administration .. .. . 310 285 213 191 999
For Samoa Crown Estates .. . 50 22 2 1 75
(c.) Indents despatched overseas—
For the Administration .. .. . 131 76 59 48 314
For Samoa Crown Estates . 21 34 16 ) 76
[d.) Orders placed by agents for 1ndcnts, included ‘
in (¢)—
In New Zealand .. .. .. 235 160 100 103 598
In Austraha,, &e. .. .. 107 68 48 31 264
(e.) Overseas invoices dealt with . 316 374 231 183 1,104
(f.) Requisitions issued for stores from Samoa 58 64 - 37 36 195
Crown Istates for other Departments
(9.) Requisitions issued for stores from Public 174 133 108 - 105 520
Works Department, &c., for other Depart- ‘
ments i
(A.) Value of local purchases— £ £ I £ £
For the Administration .. .. . 1,145 1,574 736 759 4,214
For Samoa Crown Estates - .. .. 460 425 60 60 1,005
(¢.) Value of goods imported—
For the Administration .. .. .| 6,597 6,477 5,364 4,404 | 292,832
For SBamoa Crown Estates .. 03,933 5,944 3,173 1,688 | 14,738
(g.) Value of goods transferred—
Between Departments .. .. .. 1,640 985 812 645 4,082
From Samoa Crown Estates .. .. 214 170 81 223 688
Total turnover of Supplies Purchase Depart- . .. . . 52,759
ment for Year ending 31st March, 1924

OBSERVATORY. i

The work of the Apia Observatory embraces the observation of terrestrial magnetism, seismology,
- atmospheric electricity, investigation of the upper air, meteorology, dctcrmma,tlon of time, and the
general supervision of the stations in the South Pacific weather-reporting system.

MAGNETISM.

Continuous photographic records of the magnetic elements, declination, horizontal and vertical
force have been obtained during the past year. Absolute observations for declination and horizontal
intensity were taken about once every ten days; and for inclination about once every three days. The
maguetic values were reduced to absolute units, and the following table gives the summarized results :—

1922. 1923.
Declination (east) .. - .. .. . Lo 10° 13467 10° 16-3
Dip (south) . . .. .. .. 30° 56 30° 66’
Horizontal forcc, C.G. b unit .. .. .. .. 35241 35248
Vertical force, C.G.S. unit .. .. . .. 20423 20440
Total force, C.G.8. unit .. . .. 40731 40746

These values have been communicated to the Butlsh Adtmmlty and to the leading hydrographic
offices of the world.

The magnetic character of each day, and the hourly values for those days, decided upon by the
Commission de Magnetism Terrestre et d’Electricite Atmospherique, have been sent regularly cach
quarter to the proper authorities at De Bilt, Holland.

At the time of the eclipse of the sun on the 10th September, 1923, special control observations
were taken, and reductions were carried out in compliance with the request of Dr. Baucr, Director,
Department Terrestrial Magnetism of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, who is collecting
information from all parts of the world for determining the effect of the cclipse of the sun on the
earth’s magnetism.

SEISMOLOGY.

Complete records have been obtained for the past year on both the 1000 kg. horizontal component
Wiechert seismograph, and the 180 kg. vertical seismograph, exeept for the period August-October,
when the clock mechanism for the formor ingtrument was being repaired in Noew Zealand.

A monthly report of all seismic disturbances has been sent to Professor H. H. Tuarner, of the
British Association Seismology Committes, and to Dr. C. E. Adams, Government Astronomer for
New Zealand, to whom also special wireless reports were sent in regard to earthquakes occurring on
the 1st September (Japan) and the 2nd November (off coast New Guinea).
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Throughout the year 172 earth-movements were recorded, of which sixteen were remote of
distant shocks, the remainder being purely local or having their origin within six hundred miles of

Samoa.

METEOROLOGY.

Thirteen shocks were sufficiently strong at Apia to be reported as felt by individuals.

Continuous records have been obtained throughout the year of the barometric pressure, temperature
t A 3

gunshine, wind direction and force,

and rainfall,

for pressure, temperature, and rainfall :—

The following table gives a summary of the data

1923 Moan Daily Valuo, | Mean Doy Value, i Rainfall
923, n Dai alue, ean , in . ’
“ in Inc'i,xes. Degreesa'll?{;,hr:n‘;liit. in Inches.
January .. . .. .. 29-78 80-6 18-71
Pebruary .. . - . .. 29-80 80-2 18-20
March . .. .. .. 29-76 79-8 . bl-08
April .. .. . . 29-86 79-5 9-24
May .. .. .. .. 29-86 79-3 6-97
June . .. .. .. 29-87 77-9 6-61
July e .. . 29-88 78-4 3-98
August .. . . .. 29-92 781 6-04
September .. .. .. . 29-87 . 77-9 4-37
October .. .. .. .. 29-90 783 312
November .. .. .. .. 29-82 78-1 7-89
December .. .. .. .. 29-82 789 12-33
Year .. . ool 29-84 789 148-54

The ywr was unmarked by any outstanding events. The Samoan Islands have continued their
good fortune to be free from any cyclones or gales The precipitation during May and June, 1923,
was slightly under the normal, and the precipitation during the present rainy season, November-
March inclusive, has been 62-04in., which is 7-53in. less than the average of the past thirty-four
years. The mean temperature for the year 1923 was 78-9° F., the highest temperature, of 91-1° .,
oceurring on the 24th February, and the lowest, of 65-3°F., on the 16th September. The mean
burometric pressure was 29-84in., with the maximum value of 30-03in. on the 14th June and
9th October, and minimum value of 29:57 in. on the 7th March.

Atmospheric Electricity.—Continuous records of the electrical potential of the atmosphere have
been obtained at the land station in the grounds of the Observatory. These records have been
reduced and the results analyzed and abstracted. The records and computations have been forwarded
monthly to the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism of the Carnegie Institution of Washington.

A special reinforced-concrete observation-house has been constructed in the shallow water inside
the reef, about one-third of a mile from the shore. This building has been equipped with a Benndorf
clectrometer giving a sccond record of potential-gradient, free from the disturbing land agencies which
are present at the station in the Observatory grounds. There are, however, small changes in the
clectrical conditions in the vicinity of the house, introduced through the rise and fall of the tides.
In order to obtain a measure of these effects a tide-gauge of the most modern type has been obtained.

Upper-arr Work.—During the past year an investigation has been started on the currents
existing in the upper air. Beginning in June, 1923, pilot balloons have been set iree on every
opportunity in which there seemed a reasonable possibility that the sky would be clear for thirty
minutes, in which time a free balloon would reach an altitude of three miles. Up to the 31st March
104 balloons had been inflated and released, but for various reasons it had been only possible to
follow fifty to the heights desired. The greatest observed altitude reached by a balloon was 131 miles,
on the 165th December.

Results of the obscrvations of the upper-air currents for those days selested by international
agreement have been forwarded to the Commission International pour I'Exploration de la Haute
Atmosphere, Kristiania, Norway.

The United States Weather Bureau has given the Obscervatory on indefinite loan a special balloon
plotting-hoard and accessory scale, a special balance which indicates as well as weighs the amount
of hydrogen necessary to inflate a balloon, and a complete and generous supply of the Weather
Burcau reduction form. The Canadian Meteorological Scrvice has given a theodolite to enable
observations to be taken at a sccond station. This will allow the rate of ascent to be determined by
triangulation and make possible a determination of the vertical air currents.

South Pacific Weuther-reporting System.—During April, 1923, and from the 1st November to the
present, weather reports have been sent twice daily to the Apla Wireless Station for broadeasting.
In the trade-wind season, from May to October, only one report a day, at 9 a.m., has been forwarded
to the station.

The following stations transmit their reports to Apia, and are under the general supervision of
the Observatory : Tahiti, Rarotonga, Nukualofa, Suva, Norfolk Island, and New Hebrides.

The Observatory has compared and furnished standardization certificates for eleven aneroid
barometers, and rated six ships’ chronometers.

Time-service—Correct time has been supplied regularly at 9 a.m. every morning throughout the
year to the Post Office, and twice a week to the pilot-station for firing the noon gun.
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Astronomical observations are made once a week to check the Observatory standard clock.
A small radio recciving-set has been installed, in January, to obtain the Honolulu time-signals.

BOARD OF TRADE.

The second year of its existence has proved onc of considerable activity on the part of the Samoa
Board of Trade. The functions and gencral policy of the Board were briefly set out in last ‘year’s
report, and on those lines work has since been carried out, prominence being given to the encourage
ment of industry.

AGRICULTURAL SHOW AND FaIr.

The first Samoan Agricultural Show and Fair was held on the 2nd and 4th June, 1923, and,
considering that this was the first function of the kind promoted in Samoa, it was very successful.
Especially was this so in the Industrial Section, where the number of exhibits far exceeded the
expectations of the most.sanguine.

The show was undoubtedly of .great educational value and benefit to the community generally,
and, it is hoped, will prove the forcrunner of similar and larger displays in future.

CorraA.

There was a steady decline in London -values during the first few months of the year under
review, the price touching bottom in July, when it stood at £22 1Bs. per ton. From that date the
market gradually recovered, until in January last copra stood at the very satisfactory figure of close
upon £30 per ton. Local buymg prices moved in sympathy, reaching as high as 3% cents per pound
in Apia. London values receded somewhat subsequently, and at the end of March the price stood
at £27 Bs.

With a view to increasing the quantity and quality of the copra produced by the Samoans, a
district competition was commenced on the st January last. The islands have been divided up into
a number of copra districts, and it is proposed to award a cash prize of £50 to the district showing for
the year—(a) the largest increase in output, (b) the most marked improvement in quality, (¢) the
greatest improvement in care of plantations. In addition to the cash prize, shields will be awarded
to the best district in Savai’i and the .best district in Upolu. These shields will be competed for
annually.

As a further aid to increased production, the Samoans are being encouraged to erect small hot-air
driers, especially in districts where the weather is more or less uncertain. Competitive designs for a
small hot-air drier to be erected at the expense of and for the use of Samoan faniilies were invited.
A suitable design was eventually accepted, and a sample drier crected at the Agricultural Farm, This
was duly demonstrated, and proved so acceptable that a number are now on order for different parts
of the Territory. The drier is a very small, compact affair, with a capacity of about 1,000 Ib. weight
of green copra.

Cacao.

For the first nine months of the year just closed the outlook for local cacao-growers was most
depressing. Not only were the market prices bad and the demand for this product very short indeed,
but the crop itself was an cxceedingly poor one owing to adverse weather conditions. In January
last, however, prices abroad improved appreciably, as did demands. At first inquiries were slow,
but eventually demand for supplies poured in from London, San Francisco, Australia, and New
Zealand, until the stocks in hand were almost completely disposed of. Further, the new year’s crop
was an exceedingly good one : the exports for the March quarter, 1924, totalled 296 tons; or 75 tons
more than the total export for the preceding twelve months.

Mar anDp BaskeEr MAKING.

The possibilities of finding a market abroad for Native-made mats and baskets is being investi-
gated. It is feared, however, that on account of the comparatively high prices asked by the Natives
for their labour, and the irregularity of manufacture and supply, the prospects of success are poor
at present.

Barance or TraDE.

The total trade for the calendar year ending 31st December last amounted to £567,655, of which
imports contributed £268,881 and exports £288,774. The balance of trade has been well maintained,
the exports keeping ahead ol the imports, in spite of the excessive importations of 1920-21. The
following summary of the figures for the past ten years shows the position :—

Imports. Exports. Total Trade.
£ £ £
- 1914 .. .. 236,239 220,519 456,758
19156 .. .. 267,091 262,389 529,480
1916 .. .. 180,340 ) 235,415 415,755
1917 .. .. 301,173 320,444 621,617
1918 .. o 309,396 306,640 616,036
1919 .. .. 291,368 532,500 823,868
1920 .. .. 561,153 386,587 947,740
1921 .. .. 408,892 241,539 650,431
1922 . . 282,939 365,610 648,549
1923 .. .. 268,881 288,774 557,665

£3,107,472 £3,160,417 £6,267,889
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TrADE OUTLOOK.

With regard to the outlook for 1924-25, the year is commencing well. The price of copra is
comparatively good, and if cacao prices continue to improve it should enable the planters to get
upon their feet again. Both copra and cacao promise to be in fair supply. A fair average year is
looked forward to.

PUBLIC TRUST OFFICE.

The Samoan Public Trust Office, which was constituted under the Samoa Public Trust Office
Order of 1921, became a Department of the Administration as from the 1st January last.

Pusric Trust OrricE WoRK.

During its existence the Office has handled about fifty estates, of an approximate value of
£40,000. Though small in number, the estates represent every class of asset imaginable, and the
difficulty of administration is frequently quite out of proportion to the value of the property.

The establishing of the Office has filled a real need here, as it will ensure the proper adininistration
of all deceased estates. In a number of cases in the past no such proper steps were taken. As an
instance, an estate is now in course of completion where a period of fifty-four years had clapsed between
the date of death and the granting if letters of administration.

The tact that deccased estates can now be handled by fully qualificd and impartial persons is a
matter of considerable public importance in itself, and the Department has the full confidence ol the
local community.

CLEARING-OFFICE WORK.

An important function of Public Trust Office has been to act as a clearing-house for the settlement
of real property of Germans which was vested in the New Zealand Government under the Samoan
Crown HEstates Order and for the personal property of German absentecs or repatriatees. In addition,
the books of all the former German companies have been completed, and these businesses are now

being finally liquidated.
OFrIcTIAL AsSIGNEE WORK.

The Public Trustee also holds the appointment of Official Assignee, but, owing to the extra-
ordinarily lenient credit system in vogue in Samoa, there has been little work in this direction so far.

GENERAL,

The Public Trust Office now also carries out the functions of local auditor of Administration
accounts. '

The fact should be emphasized that the Department is entirely sclf-supporting. Moreover, by
advancing on mortgage some £6,250 of its funds to local planters and others it has been of some
assistance during the last year or two of financial stress. '

CROWN ESTATES.

During the year the cost of maintenance of the Crown estates has been reduced by approximately
£91,500. This reduction is due mainly to an all-round reduction of labour and decreased cost of
recruiting and repatriation charges for Chinese. The average monthly total of labour employed
throughout the year was 952, as compared with 1,168 for the previous year.

Unfortunately there has also been a drop in revenue amounting to some £14,000, due to the
reduced output of copra and cocea.

During March-April, 1923, very heavy and prolonged gales were experienced over the whole island,
and it is considered by most experienced planters in Samoa that these conditions were responsible
for the heavy loss of copra as compared with the previous year. Added to this factor was the very
dry spell following after the gales, resulting in a very poor fall of nuts, and the inclusion of a very
large percentage of immature nuts right up to November-December.

Whilst the immediate results of the March gales have shown up in a considerable reduction of the
copra output, it is thought that the ultimate result may be of considerable benefit to the palms, by
producing a stimulating effect upon the root-growth and so producing a more vigorous growth of nuts
during the succeeding years.

The poor crop of cocoa-beans may be attributed almost entirely to the March gales. March, April,
and May of 1923 were the months when the crop was expected, and reports indicated that a fair erop
could be looked for. The harvest proved to be the poorest ever experienced, and the beans of very
poor general quality. This year’s crop commenced earlier than usual, and reports indicate that same
will continue for o longer period than is usual. Every indication points to an exceptionally good crop.

The end of this financial year marks the practical end of this Department as constituted in the
past. The change of policy decided upon, and which has been put into effect, now leaves this Depart-
ment practically free from most activities other than the four plantations—Mulifauna, Vaitele, Vailele,
and Magia. 1t is thought that the recent advertising and activity carried on in New Zealand and else-
where should result in these plantations being disposed of, thus leaving for the following period only such
work as is necessary to finally record the arrangements and liquidate the remaining assets.
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FINANCE.

REVENUE.

The statement hercunder shows the revenue for the financial year ended 31st March, 1924,
including a subsidy from the New Zealand Government ; also, for comparative purposes, the revenue
for the preceding financial year.

1922-23. 1923-24.
£ 8. d. £ s d.
1. Native taxes .. .. .. .. .. 9,412 1 6 9,809 2 6
2. Customs, taxes and marine . .. .. .. 75,468 16 4 68,241 15 11

3. Tees and charges (Court, ]mqpnfﬂ &e.), (includes’ Native

medical subgcriptions, £7,327) . .. . 11,604 14 10 16,969 6 0
4. Post Office and Savings-bank .. .. .. .. 6,421 11 3 5,206 5 1
H. Wircless station .. .. .. .. .. 4,973 14 5 3,211 19 O
6. Miscellancous . . .. .. 7,369 5 0 6,388 14 1
7. Subsidy from New 70(Ll<m<1 (‘ovommcm .. .. 16,000 0 O 24,000 0 0
Totals . .. .. .. ... £131,250 3 4 £133,917 2 7

Nore.—The subsidy to the Samoan revenue from the New Zealand Government is based on the
additional cost due to the extension of the medical and educational services in the interests of the
Native population. New Zealand contributed an extra £6,000 this year in order to cover abnormal
losses to roads and bridges caused by the severe and prolonged bad weather at the beginning of the
year.

EXPENDITURE.

The ordinary expenditure for the year ended 31st March, 1924 (excluding special public-works
programme as noted below) is ag follows, a comparison being shown with the previous year :—

1922-23. 1923-24,

£ s, d. £ s. d.

1. Permanent charges on account of public debt .. .. 5,323 14 6 4,916 6 7

2. Adminigtrator and Legislature . . .. .. .. 4,833 18 6 7,084 10 2

3. Sccretariat .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,837 18 6 2,418 0 8

4. Native Department—

(a.) Head Office and g,moml . o . 8,626 14 8 9,646 3 b

(b.) Savai’i section .. . .. .. .. 5,999 4 7 5,702 410

(c.) Aleipata section . .. 854 156 2 608 1 6

5. Treasury, Audit, and Supplies Purchase Office .. .. 3,732 610 3,925 15 3
6. Customs, taxes, ‘and Marine—

(@.) Customs and taxes .. .. .. .. 2,264 0 5 2,500 12 11

(b.) Harbour Department .. .. .. . 4,364 7 1 4,106 0 1

(¢.) Tramsport, s.8. “ Lady Roberts™ .. .. .. .. 3,102 5 4

7. Justice Department .. .. .. .. .. 3,816 010 3,099 0 2

8. Police and Prisons .. .. .. .. .. 9,422 2 1 8,608 17 4

9. Medical Department .. .. .. .. . 25,715 8 4 23,994 10 2

10. Agricultural Department .. .. .. . 3,786 12 6 5,748 6 10

11. Chinese Department .. .. .. .. .. 2,207 1 4 1,609 7 6

12. Post Office and Suavings-bank .. .. .. . h,717 13 6 5,669 5 3

13. Wireless station .. .. .. .. .. 4,789 0 10 5,329 18 0

14. Education Department .. .. .. .. 6,846 9 9 6,056 0 7

15. Miscellancous .. .. .. .. .. 15,479 19 11 14,780 10 9

16. Lands and Survey .. .. 3,492 14 2 2,113 13 8

17. Public Works Department (genoral and malntenanco) .. 11,452 14 3 16,648 13 1

18. Public Works Department (new works) .. .. .. 1,096 0 10 4,641 19 6

Totals .. . .. .. .. £132,658 18 7 £143,010 3 7

Dirxer Nartve REVENUR AND EXPENDITURE.

The revenue derived divectly from the Natives, and the amounts expended directly on them,
during the year may be stated approximately as follows :—

Revenue derived direct from Natives . . . .. £18,358
Expenditure directly on Natives .. - . .. .. £30,000
These amounts are arrived at as follows :— '
Revenue derived directly from Natives. 1923-24.

£ s, d.

Native taxocs . .. .. .. .. .o 9,89 2 6
Native medical ]evy .. . . .- .o 1,327 0 0
Travelling passes .. .. .. .. . .. 30 8 0
Survey, land, and fitles fees .. .. .. .. .. 64 3 1
Court fees (say) .. .. .. . . .. 500 0 O
Water-rates ., ..o ‘e .. .. .. .. 3710 0
£18,358 3 1
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In addition to the above the Natives indirectly contribute their quota of import duty rececived
owing to Native purchases of goods, but it is almost impossible to arrive at a figure which could be
considered as correct. There are also such fees as motor licenses, boat licenses, and shipping fees to
be considered,

The sccond item above (medical levy) represents an annual subscription of £1 per head payable
by each adult male Samoan, in return for which medical treatment is free for all Samoans. The
Natives themselves are entlrely in agreement with the medical levy, and keenly avail themselves of
the increased facilities for medical treatment.

Expenditure directly on the Nalives.

(@.) Payments directly to Natives :— 1923-24,
(Salaries and wages (approximate)— £

Native Department, Samoan staff and officials .. . .. 8,b00
Other Departments, Samoan officials . 8,500

Casual labour employed by Public Work@ Harbour Department &e.
(say) 1,000

(b.) Payments directly on behalf of Natives :— :

Salaries, Buropean staff, Native Department .. . .. .. 4,200
Cost of printing Savali (Natlvc Gazelle) .. . .. . 350
Fono sessional expenses . .. .. .. .. 700
Expenses Land and Titles Commission .. . .. .. 670
Publishing Samoa Act in Samoan language .. .. .. . 110
Travelling-expenses, Native Department .. .. . . 850
Entertainment of Samoans .. . .. . . .. 400
Native dog-collars . . . .. - 60
Clothing Native pohce and messengers .. . .. .. 250
Rations, Police and Prisons .. - .. .. .. 600
Upkeep of Samoan lepers at Fiji .. .. .. . .. 650
Upkeep Samoan pupils at Auckland .. .. o .. 240
Lducational grant to missions .. . .. . .. 500
Native water-supplies .. . .. .. .. . 300
Native pensions .. .. .. .. .. .. . 60
Rents of Native houses .. .. .. .. 40
Rations, Samoan patients and staff at Ho%pltal . 600

Tmnsport and travelling-expenses, Health Department, in carrymo out
malagas for treatment of hookworm and yaws (say) . .. 500
First Samoan Agricultural show and fair .. . .. .. 400
Erection of copra-driers .. .. . .. . .. 320
School food-supplies .. .. . . .. .. 200
£30,000

Nore.—In addition to the above the Medical Department and Education Department exist
mainly for the benefit of Samoans, and large sums have been spent in these directions. Practically
the whole of the expenditure of the Agricultural Department is on behalf of the Samoans generally,
while that of the Police Department is mainly incidental to the Natives.

PusBric Works DerARTMENT LoAN Account EXPENDITURE.

Expenditure hereunder is paid for out of a loan account fund of £125,000 provided by the New
Zealand Government. Of this amount £25,000 has been donated as a gift frece of charges, while
£100,000 is on loan at b per cent. interest and at a sinking-fund rate to repay in thirty years. Sinece
the commencement the expenditure has been as follows :—

£ s d.

1919-20 .. e .. .. .. .. . 14,902 0 4
1920-21 .. .. .. .. . .. .. 29,434 3 10
1921-22 .. .. - .. .. .. .. 49,229 1 2
1922-23 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 20,776 16 8
1923-24 .. .. . .. .. .. .. 5,657 18 0
Total to 31st March, 1924 .. .. .. £120,000 0 0

This leaves the sum of £5,000 yet to be expended, and this amount has been set aside to be used on
Native water-supplics only.

The schedule hereunder gives particulars of the total loan expenditure to 3lst March, 1924,
showing the various heads :—

Expenditure against Loan Account .- .- .. .. £125,000
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Year.

1920-21
1921-22
192223
192324
1924-25
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Actual Expenditure to 31st March, 1924.

. Dairy, buildings, &e.
. Stock quarantine
. Hospital cxtensions—

(a.) Apia Hospital ..
(b.) Tuasivi Hospital
(c.) Aleipata

(d.) Leper Station, Fl)l

. Hotel extension

. Post-office additions

. Ice and cold storage

. Steam-laundry .. .

. Electric light, Vailima ..

. Cugtoms buildings

. Motor transport park

. Public Works plant

. Central Hotel purchase ..

. Hotel equipment and 1mprovemonts
4. Apia drainage and waterworks
. Hydro-electric scheme

. Channel and passage improveme nts
. Harbour-dredging

. Native water-supplies

. Nurses’ quarters

. Wireless quarters

. Quarters (renovation)

. Quarters (construction) ..

. Police headquarters

. Sea-road protection

. Roads and bridges

. Sanitation .

. Central Office rLd(hhons

District schools

Total

o
[
o0
(14
[or)
o M CC

[o.o]

996 6
6,169 17
767 18
1,016 14
1,945 0
2,419 0
10,000 0
3,520 11
22,136 4

WO O]

3717 3
4,747 17 1

S

2,616 11
3,945 14
5,266 0
400 0
1,486 11
22,182 11

—— 00

750 14 5
4,420 14 10

£12() ()OO 13 0

TABLE SHOWING A COMPARISON BETWEEN REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE OVER FivE YEARS.

Revenue
(inecluding Subsidy
from New Zealand
Government). Ordinary.
£ s. d. £
149,026 16 5 147,163 2
135,569 6 10 137,180 18
131,250 3 4 132,658 18
.. 133,917 2 7 143,010 3
. i 127,350 0 O 127,350 - O

. d.

o

C

Nej

S -~ =3

Expenditure.
Loan Account. Total.
£ s, d. £ 8. d.
29,434 3 10 76,597 6 0O
49,229 1 2 186,409 19 11
20,776 16 8 153,435 15 3
5,657 18 0 148,668 1 7
5,000 0 O 132,350 0 O

balance-sheet) ;

Norr.—In expenditure figures above are included considerable sums sot aside as reserves (see
while further sums have been devoted to writing off losses incurred during military

occupation, and as a result of actual financial losses in connection with trading concerns carried on for
the gencral benefit of the community. Figures for 1924-25 are according to estimates only.

5—A. 4.
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A. STATEMENT OoF CURRENT ASSETS AND LiaBiurTiis oN 3lst MarcH, 1923,

Assets.
£ s d.
Cash in hand and at bank 6,269 19 5
Imprests 57 13 4
Advances 1,435 0 5
German currency 95 9 3
Stores unallocated .. 21,088 0 10
Loan Works Aecount— £ 8. .
Drainage and water 22,136 4 8
supply
Other works 02,203 17 4
e~ 114,342 2 0
Susponse—
Chinese Accounts . . 1,066 13 11
Trading Accounts 2,189 18 7
e ~ 4,156 12 6
Investments—
N.Z. Government debentures and in-
seribed stock 55,7()4. 1 8

L2()‘3 148 19

5

Liabilities.

Reserves

Deposits

Currency notes ..

Loan Aceount, N.Z. ( overnmoent—
(@) Provided at 5 per

£ s d.
10,649 1
10,910 16 7

45,000 0 4

=1

SamoaN Post OFFIOR SAVINGS-BANK.—STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES oN 31st Marow, 1923.

Assels.
£ s d
‘ash—Postmaster 100 0 1
Cash—Treasury 2,184 6 8
Amount due by N.Z. Posb Oﬁice 1,272 15 8

Investments—

N.Z. Government inseribed stock 35,698 0

B. STATEMENT oF CURRENT ASSETS

Assets. £ . d.

Cash in hand and at bank 2,543 10 8
Imprests 50 0 0
Advances 4,763 5 7
Unallocated stores 12,903 2 0
Loan Works Au,ount—l)ra.m&gc, water-

supply, &e. . . 120,000 0 0O
-Plant . .. . 786 0 0
S.s. “ Lady Roberts ”—Proliminary ox- .

penses and improvements (ship on loan

from N.Z. Government) 1,460 0 0O
Trading Accounts 3,066 19 1
Suspense Accounts . 563 16 7
Public Works Loan Redemptlon Fund

Investment Account (N.Z. Government

securities) 1,426 1 4

Investments—
N.Z. Governmont debcntur(w and in-
seribed stock . 55,704 1 8

£203,255 16 11

cent. interest and
1 per cent. sinking £ 8. d.
fund .. 87,000 0 O
(b) Provided free of
interest (gift) 25,000 0 0O
——————— — 112,000 0 O
Suspense .. 380 5 6
Surplus and deficit a.ecuunt—-
Balance 31st March, 1924 24,308 16 4
€2()‘3 148 19 5
Liabilities.
£ s d.
Balance at credit of depositors inclubing
interest to date (£1,102 18s. 9d.) 39,256 2 5
£39,256 2 5
AND LiaBiLiTiES oN 31sT MarcH, 1924.
Liabilities. £ 8. d.
Reserves 12,6568 3 1
Deposits 7,418 4 6
Currency note-issuc . 45,000 0 0
| Loan Account, N.Z. (*ovcmm(\nt . 120,000 O 0
Chinese Account—
Repatriation costs, &e. 2,963 14 0
Surplus and Deficit Account—
Balance at 31st March, 1924.. 15,215 156 4

£203,255 16 11

Nore.—Regarding assets, these accounts do not include value of land, buildings, and other 1'(:@]
property under the control of the Administration, or book debts, department’s stocks (except Public
Works), furniture and fittings (office and house), hor%, trap, and motor transport, &c., paid for out

of revenue in previous years,

herein, these being the property of the New Zealand Government,

Revenue is increased by £6,000 extra subsidy from the New Zealand Government,

total subsidy £24,000 for the year.

Nor are the assets and liabilities of the Samoa Crown Estates included

making
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STAFF.

Careful attention ccntinues to be given to the question of the staffing of the various Departments,

as will be seen from the subjoined table.

The increase in number of two as compared with last year

is more than accounted for by the increase of five in the number of officers engaged in the Medical

Department.
Department, Report for 1921, Report for 1922, Staff as at 31st March, 1923, | Staff as at 81st March, 1924,
Administrator’s .. | Administrator Administrator Administrator Administrator
AD.C. A.D.C. A.D.C. A.D.C.
Number .. 2 2 2 2
Secretariat Secretary Secretary Secretary Secretary
Assistant Secretary Asgistant Secretary Assistant Secretary Assistant Secretary
Clerk Clerk Clerk Typist
Typist Typist "Typist Typist
Typist Typist Typist
Typist Billeting and Relioving | Billeting and Relieving
Officer Officer
Number .. 6 : 6 4
Agriculture Director Director Director Director
Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk
Farm-managor Tnspector [nspector Inspector
Inspector Inspector Inspector Inspector
Inspector Inspector Inspector Inspector
Inspector
Number .. 5 5 5
Chinese Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner
Assistant Commissioner | Assistant Commissioner Clerk
Number .. 2 1 o
Customs and Har. | Collector Collector Collector Collector

bour

Examining Officer
Clerk

Bxamining Officer
First Clerk

Ixamining Officer
First Clerk

12 xamining Officer
IPirst Clerk

Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk
Fumigation Officer Fumigation Officer Fumigation Officer Fumigation Officer
Harbourmaster Harbourmaster Harbourmaster Harbourmaster

Number .. | * 6 6 6 6

Education Director Director Suapt. of Schools Supt. ot Schools
Master Headmaster Headmaster Headmaster, District
Assistant Master Headmaster, District | Headmaster, District: School
Assistant Teacher School School Headmaster, District
Assistant Teacher Mistress Mistress School
Assistant Teacher Assistant Master Assistant Master Assistant Master
Organizing Teacher Assistant Teacher Assistant Teacher Assistant Teacher
Organizing Teachor Assistant Teacher Agsistant Teacher Assistant Teacher
Assistant Teacher Assigtant Teacher Travelling T'cacher
Organizing Teacher "Travelling Teacher Pupil-teacher
Pupil-teacher
Number .. 8 9 9 €
Justice Chief Judge Chief Judge Chief Judge Chief Judge

Crown Solicitor (rown Solicitor Crown Solicitor Crown Solicitor
Assist. Crown Solicitor | Assist. Crown Solicitor | Assist. Crown Solicitor | Registrar of Court and
Registrar, High Court and Registrar of and Registrar  of Deputy Registrar of
Registrar, Lands Court and Lands Court and Lands Lands

Number .. 5 3 3

Liands and Survey

Number ..

Chief Surveyor
Chief Draughtsman
Field Surveyor
Agsistant Surveyor
Assistant Surveyor

5

Chief Surveyor
Field Surveyor

* Computing Draughts-

man
Assistant Surveyor
Assistant Surveyor

Chief Sarveyor

Computing Draughts
man

Agsistant Surveyor

Assistant Surveyor

4

Chiet Surveyor

Ficld Surveyor

Computing  Draughts.
mun

Assistant Surveyor
(Samoan)

Public Works

Number ..

Engineer in Charge
Bngineer Cadet
Draughtsman
Chief Clerk
Clerk and l.edger-keeper|
Storeman
Buildings Overseers (2)
Road Overseers (2)
Foreman Joiner
Foreman Plumber
Foreman Painter
Foreman Mechanic
Foreman Shipwright
Sanitation Foreman

16

5
Engineer in Charge
Draughtsman
Chief Clerk
Clerk and Ledger-
keeper
Storeman

Buildings Overseer
Road Overseer
Foreman Joiner
Foreman Plumber
Foreman Painter
Foreman Mechanic
Foreman Shipwright
Sanitation Foreman
13

lngineer in Charge

Dranghtsman

Chief Clerk

Clerk and Ledger-
keeper

Storeman

Buildings Overseer
Road Overseer

Toreman Painter

Engineer in Charge
(included in Lands
and Survey Dept.)

Draughtsman and
Engineer’s Assist.

Buildings Overseer

Road Overseer

Chief Clerk

Clerk
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STAFF-—continued,

Department.

Report tor 1921,

Report for 1922,

Stalf as at 31st March, 1023,

Stalf as at 81st March, 1924.

Health

Chief Medical Officer
Hospital Supt.
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
Health Officer
Dispenser

Assistant Dispenser
Secretary and Steward

Chief Medical Officer
Hospital Supt.

Medical Officer
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
District Medical Officer
Dispenser

Asgistant. Dispenser
Secretary and Steward

Chief Medical Officer
Hospital Supt.

Medical Officer
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
District Medical Officer
Dispenser

Assistant Dispenser
Secretary and Steward

Chief Medical Officer
Hospital Supt.
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
Medical Officer
District Medical Officer
District Medical Officer
Dispenser

Assistant Dispenser

Storekeeper Storekeeper Storekeeper Recretary and Steward
Matron Matron Matron Storekeeper
Sister Sister Sister Typist
Sister Sister Sister Clerical Cadet
Sister Sister Sister Matron
Sister Sister Bister Sister
Sister Sister Sister Sister
Sister Sister Sister Sister
Sister Sister Sister Sister
Sister Sister Sister Sister
Inspector of Health Sister
Sister
Sister
Assistant Pathologist
Health Inspector
Asst. Health Inspector
Number .. 19 19 20 25
Native Affairs \ecletary ( also Chief | Secretary Secretary Secretary
Surveyor) Clerk of Court Asgistant Secretary Assistant Secretary
Assistant Secretary Accountant Clerk of Court Tnspector

Clerk of Court

Chief Translator

Accountant

Chief Translator

Accountant Chief 'Cranslator
Chief Translator
Number .. 5 4 5 4
Police .. +. | Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner
Inspector Inspector Sub-Inspector Sub-Inspector
Sub-Tnspector Sub-Inspector Detective Sergeant Detective Sergeant
Sergeant Sergeant Sergeant Sergeant
Acct. and Storekeeper | Acct. and Storekeeper | Acct. and Storekeeper | Acct. and Storekeeper
Gaoler Gaoler Gaoler Gaoler
Constable Constable Constable Constable
Constable
Interpreter
Number .. ( 7 7 7
Postal .. Postmaster Postmaster Postmaster Postmaster
Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk
Clerk Clerk Clerk Clerk
Line Foreman Line Foreman Line Foreman Line Foreman
Number .. 4

Resident Commis.

sioners

Number ..

At Aleipata
At Fagamalo
Secretary at Fagamalo
Agricultural Inspector,
Fagamalo
4

At Aleipata
At Fagamalo
Secretary at Fagamalo
Beetle Inspector, Faga-
malo
4

At Aleipata

At Fagamalo

Secretary at Tagamalo

Beetle Inspector, Faga-
malo

At Fagamalo

Secretary at Fagamalo
Dist. Inspector, Savai’i
Dist. Inspector, Savai’i

4

Stores ..

Stores-manager

Supplies Purchase

Supplies Purchase

Stores-manager

Storekeeper Officer Officer Clerk
Clerk Clerk
Clerk
Typist
Clerk
Number .. G 2 1 2
Treasury Treasurer Treasurer "Creasurer Deputy Treasurer
Accountant Accountant Accountant Senior Clerk
Assistant Accountant | Assistant Accountant | Assistant Accountant | Cashier
and Audit Officer and Audit Officer and Audit Officer
Clerk Clerk Clerk
Number .. 4 4 3
Radio-station Superintendent: Superintendent: _Superintendent Superintendent:
Senior Operator Senior Operator "Senior Operator Senior Operator
Operator Operator Operator Operator
Operator Operator Operator Operator
Operator Operator Operator Operator
Operator Operator Operator Operator
Operator Engineer Engineer Engineer
Engineer Second Engineer Second Engineer
Second Engineer
Number .. 9 8 7 8
Miscellaneous Labour Agent Billeting and Relieving
Officer.
Number .. 1
irand totals for Adminis- } 16 103 06 0g*

tration Departments

* Includes 1 Samoan occupying Wuropean graded position,
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QUESTIONNAIRE.
L. SLAVERY.
. What measures are being taken with a view to insuring the suppression of the slave trade ¢
. What results have been obtained ?
Is slavery recognized legally ?
. Does domestic or other slavery still exist ¢ (ive statistics.
. What are the principal causes of slavery (gambling, drink, &e.) ?
. Is the pledging of a person recognized legally ?
. Under what conditions can a slave get his freedom ?
. What measures have been taken, or are being taken, to provide for the emancipation of slaves
and to put an end to all slavery, domestic or otherwise ?
. Is there any time-limit fixed for the emancipation of slaves ¢ 1f in the aficmative, how long
is the period ?

(b.)

S R CE L O

-3

(a.) 1. Slavery does not exist in the Territory.
(0.) 1-1. Slavery is not recognized legally.

II. LABOUR.

{(@.) 1. Have measures been taken to insure, in accordance with Part XIIT of the Treaty of Versailles,
the taking into consideration of conventions or recommendations of International lLabour
Conferences %

. Are these conventions or recommendations being carried into effect ?

. By what other provisions is free labour protected ?

. What are the measures intended to insure the prohibition of forced labour for purposes other
than essential public works and services, and what are the effective results of these
measures ?

2. For what public works and services is forced Native labour required ? How is this regulated ¢
3. Are there any other forms of forced labour, such as labour in Heu of taxation, maintenance of
highways, &c. ? 1If in the affirmative, how are these regulated ?

{¢.) 1. How is the recruiting of labour required by private enterprise organized and regulated 2 Does

Administration participate in this recruiting ?
2. Does the Administration allow recruiting in the mandated area of labour for ancther territory ?
1f so, under what conditions ¢
3. Is there any system of indentured (Chinese or other) labour in the Territory ? 1f so, what are
the conditions of indenture, and what steps are being taken to provide for the moral and
material well-being of the Natives of the Territory, vis-a-vis the indentured labourers ?

. What compulsory and disciplinary measures are authorized with respect to Native labour ?

. What powers has the Administration for controlling labour contracts in order to insure their
loyal fulfilment both on the part of the employer and employed, and what powers docs it
possess to prevent any abuses in this respect

=

(0.)

Ot

(@.) 1-3. Those conventions or recommendations are not applicable in the Territory. Labour
has the sume protection that similar labour enjoys in the Dominion of New Zealand.

{b.) 1, 2. No measures are necessary, as there is no forced labour.

3. There is no form of forced labour in lieu of taxation. As to maintenance of highways, the
weeding and keeping clean of the sides of roads and streets is required of all landowners, Native and
non-Native. Suppression of rhinoceros-bectle by collection of beetles, larvee, and eggs is required of all
male Natives, who own most of the coconut-palms, and of all other owners of plantations.

(¢.) L. There is no recruiting of Samoans for definite periods under contract, and no organization
exists. Native Samoans are employed as day labourers by private enterprise and by the Administra-
tion. Samoans are also epcouraged to take contracts for roadmaking, &c. .

2. No.

3. Chinese labour is imported by the Administration under the terms of the Chinese Free Labour
Ordinance, 1923, for work mainly on the Huropean plantations. A copy of the Ordinance referred to
lLas already been forwarded to the Librarian of the League of Nations. The labourer undertakes to
serve in Samoa for a period of three years, and the Administration undertakes to pay the cost of
passage to and from Samoa and that the labourer shall receive a wage of not less than 3s. per diem so
long as he complies with the terms of the Ordinance. If he is dissatisfied with his employer the
labourer is free to seek another employer. Whilst serving in Samoa the labourer is subject only to the
statute law of the Territory. The moral well-being of the Samoan Native is not affected by the
presence of the Chinese under the conditions existing. Neither is their material well-being affected,
except beneficially, through the maintenance of trade and revenue by means of this labour. Further,
without this labour the cultivated plantations would soon be devastated by the rhinoceros-beetle, and
become breeding-grounds for this pest, and so a real menace to the existence of all Native plantations.

4. None. )

5. Chinese labour can be imported by the Administration only, and therefore the allocation of
such labour is entirely in the hands of the Administration. An officer called the Chinese Commissioner
has been appointed to watch the interest of the labourers. Further, the labourer is free to leave an
employer if not satisfied with his treatment, and in case of illtreatment can invoke the protection of
the statute law of the Territory. As regards prevention of abuses by the labourer, he is entitled to a
day’s wages for an honest day’s work, and the principle “ No work, no pay ” applies. The employer
is entitled to dispense with the labourer’s services if the latter does not carry out his work satisfactorily.
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III. ARMS TRAFFIC.

1. What measures are being adopted to control the traffic in arms and ammunition ?
2. What are the statistics relating to imports of arms and ammunition of different categories ?

. The Arms Ordinance, 1921, prohibits the importation or sale of arms, guns, or ammunition
cxcopt under permit and license. All owners of guns must hold a license. There is no smuggling
or illicit sale of arms or ammunition. Only single- barrelled muzzle - loading shot-guns are being
supplied to the Natives for pigeon-shooting for food-supplies. . The number is, in addition, restricted.

2. Following arc the details of importations of arms and ammunition : Fifteen double-
barrelled breech-loading sporting shot-guns, No. 12 and 16 gauge; sixteen single-barrelled breech-
loading sporting shot-guns, Nos. 12, 16, 20, and 410 gauge. Ammunition—2,000 rounds No. 22 pea-
rifle cartndges 67,500 rounds sporting-gun, No. 12, cartridges; 37,000 rounds sporting shot-gun,
No. 16, cartridg% ; 59,000 rounds sporting shot-gun, No. 20, cartridges; 7,500 rounds sporting shot-
gun, No. 410, cartridgcs; 3 cases sporting shot-gun powder ; 39 cwt. sporting gunpowder ; 243,500
percussion-caps.

IV. TRADE AND MANUFACTURE OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS.

1. What steps are being taken to assure the prohibition of abuses of the liquor traffic ¢

2. How is the campaign against alcoholism organized ?

3. What arc the effects cf these measures ¢ (Statistics relative to the import and to the local manufac-
ture of alcoholic liquors, &e.). '

4. What are the countries of origin of aleoholic liquor, other than wine and beer, imported into the
Territory ?

5. What measures have been taken to assure the prohlbltlon or regulation of the importation, produc-
tion, and consumption of dangerous drugs ?

1. The importation and manufacture of all liquor containing more than 3 per cent. of proof spirit
is absolutely prohibited by the Samoa Act, 1921, sections 336 to 341, except importation by the Adminis-
stration for medicinal, sacramental, or industrial purposes (section 340). Such importation and the
disposal of liquor so 1mported is controlled by the Samca Bale of Intoxicating Liquor Regulations,
1920. Sale to both Europeans and Natives is prohibited except when prescribed by a duly qualified
Government Medical Officer and for medicinal purposes only.

2. All liquor on board visiting ships must be declared in writing on arrival, and is at once placed
under Customs seal. Such seal must be unbroken when the ship sails. The police and Customs
maintain a watch over every overseas vessel. Ships are frequently searched.

3. In all, twenty-two cases were brought before the Court, resulting in twenty-two convietions.
Thirteen of these cases were for manufacturing beer from a preparation known as “ All-in-one ” and
by adding sugar, resulting in the liquor being over 3 per cent. proof spirit. Five cases of manufacturing
liquor distilled from fermented cocoa-juice were also before the Court, and six cases of smuggling liquor
ashore from ships, involving eleven bottles of Chinese whisky, one bottle of brandy, and three bottles
of whisky. Smuggling is, by the vigilance of the police and Customs, kept within very small compass,
and local manufacture is kept well in hand.

There were fourteen convictions for drunkenness during the year. The majority became
intoxicated by consuming methylated spirits, and were men who work on the water-front and have
acquired a taste for liquor. This class of person is to be found in every community.

Imports of intoxicating liquors during the year were : For medicinal purposes—Brandy, 70 gallons ;
whisky, 459 gallons; port wine, 59 gallons; claret, 11 gallons; ale, 42 gallons; stout, 556 gallons.
For sacramental purposes—Wine, 113 gallons. For industrial purposes—Rectified spirits of wine,
224 gallons.

4 ‘Whisky—United Kingdom ; brandy——France

The New Zealand Opium Act, 1908, and Amendment, 1910, and regulations made thereunder,
are in force in Western Samoa. These regulations are in furtherance of the terms of the Opium
Convention, and in particular provide for the introduction of the ““imports certificate ” system. All
precautions are taken by the Police and Customs Departments to prevent illegal traffic in prohibited
drugs. All baggage is searched, and all invoices closely scrutinized by the Customs. With the
exception of one reputable chenust all dispensing and sale is done by Administration doctors.

V. LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE.
. What measures are being taken to guarantee liberty of conscience and religion ?
. What restrictions have been laid down for the maintenance of public order and morality ¢
. Is there free exercise of religious worship and ingtruction ?
If not, what restrictions are there to limit such exerciscs ?
. What are the results of such restrictions ?

T G0 b =

1. Missionaries in Samoa pursue their calling without restriction. There is absolute freedom of
conscience.

2. In general, the restrictive laws for the maintenance of public order and morality are the same
as those of the Dominion of New Zealand.

3. Yes.

4-5. There are no restrictions.
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VI. MILITARY CLAUSES.

. Are there any fortresses or military or naval bases ?

. What arc the forms of Native military organization and 1nstru(,t10n ?

3. Are there any police forces, inde pendu)t of the military, charged with the defence of the Terrltmy ?
What is the respective 1mp01bam ¢ of these two forces and the amount spent on cach ?

4. In what respect is the military organization of the Mandated Territory different from that in force

in the neighbouring possessions of the Mandatory Power ?

DO —

-2. There are none.
3. There is no military organization in the Territory.

VII. ECONOMIC EQUALITY.

1. What derogations are there to the principle of economic cquality as regards—(a) Concessions,
(b) land tenure, (¢) mining rights (in particular, prospecting), (d) fiscal regime (direet and in-
direct taxation), (¢) Customs regulations (imports, exports, transit) ¢

2. What immigration laws are there ?

1. (a), (), (@), (). None.
_ (e.) An import duty of 22§ per cent. on non-British goods, as against 15 per cent. on British
goods. German and Austrian goods have not been allowaed to be imported without a license from
the executive authority, but this restriction is being removed as from the lst April, 1924.
2. See Samoa Immigration Consolidation Order, 1924.

VIII. EDUCATION.

1. What steps are being taken for the clementary education of the Natives of the Territory (organiza-
tion and statistics) ? Is this education free to all Natives, and, if not, in what cases is it; free ?

2. What steps are being taken to provide for higher education of the Natives, such as medical,
veterinary, and technical ?

3. In what languages is instruction given iu the different categories of schools ?

4. Are mission schools compelled to submit to certain conditions ¢ If so, what ?

1. In the past the elementary education of the Natives has been almost entirely in the hands of
the missions, and in the interests of the Natives themsclves it is intended that it should remain so.
The London Mission Society, the Methodist Mission, and the Roman Catholic Mission principally,
and to a lesser extent the Church of the Latter Day Saints and Seventh-Day Adventists, have for
many years past carried on the work of education in the Territory, and the proof of the sterling work
accomplished by them is in the fact that few, if any, Samoans are unable to read and write in the
vernacular.

The organization of the schools is referred to under the heading of * Kducation Department
earlier in this report.

The numbers being educated by the various missions during the past year were——London
Missionary Society, 7,002 ; Methodist Mission, 2,021 ; Roman Catholic Mission, 1,874 ; Latter-day
Saints Mission, 485, There ate also the Marist Brothors and Marist Sisters’ Sol)oo]s in Apxa with a
roll number of 320 and 200 respectively.

The Administration, in addition to a school for white and half-caste children (roll number 208,
made up chiefly of half-caste children) has a school for Native boys and girls in Apia, with a roll
number of 283, and a school for boys at Vaipouli (Savai’i), with a roll number of 89.

Education in purely Native schools is free, but a small charge is made at schools established for
whites and half-castes.

2. Medical.---The Education Department arranges for tuition, in English only, for selected half-
caste nurses and Native cadets employed by the Medical Departinent, which is responsible for the
following course of training organized by the Medical authoritics.

Samoan nurses : Twelve suitable girls, drawn largely through the missionary societies, but not
restricted to these sources, are engaged as probationer nurses at the Apia Hospital. They do the
work of a probationer nurse in the ward (both Europcan and Samoan) under the supervision of the
white Sisters. They receive theoretical instruction from the Matron and Superintendent. The
lectures are devoted to general medical principles, to the special discases prevalent in Samoa, and
to the cases of children and infants. At the end of two years they are examined and, if suitable,
are sent to out-stations for a further year’s scrvice under the District Medical Officer. They are
also sent to the mission dispensaries, where they reside. The missionary supervises them, and the
service rendered by these trained nurses is much appreciated. The contract terminates at the end
of three years, but they may re-engage if they so desire for a further period.

Samoan Medical Cadets : This movement, though in its infancy, has increased steadilv during
the year. Ten suitable youths are engaged as (,adets at the hospital. They help in the practical
work in the wards and the. out-patient department. They receive theoretical instruction in cle-
mentary anatomy and physiology, materia medica, and therapeutics. They reccive lectures—-
theoretical and clinical—in medicine and surgery as it applies to Samoa. No attempt is made to give
them a comprehensive knowledge of medicine. Only such diseases as are likely to be seen in Samoa
are dealt with, and the aim is to make them thoroughly conversant with the common ailments,
They are not encoum‘fed to undertake serious cascs bvyond their capahilities. Operative work is
confined to the opening of superficial abscesses.  More sericus cases are sent to the hospital. The
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course at the hospital lasts two years, and the instruction is carried out by the medical staff. At the
end of the third year, if the cadet has made sufficient progress, he is sent to an out-station to work
under the District Medical Officer. ~ At the end of that time, if he is suitable, he is given the rank of
Native Medical Assistant, and is sent on visits to a district where sickness is unduly prevalent. They
all receive laboratory training, assist in the operating-theatre and in the dispensing of medicines.
During the year two cadets satisfied the requirements as Native Medical Assistants. Splendid
service has been given. A

Technical—At the district and high schools conducted by the missions practical instruction is
given in carpentery, cabinetmaking, smithery, and practical agriculture. The London Missionary
Socicty also has its own printing-office staffed by mission boys under the supervision of a trained
European printer, where most excellent work is done. At all Government schools instruction is
given in woodwork, plumbing, wireless operating, typewriting, and elementary engineering.

IX. PUBLIC HEALTH.

1. What steps are being taken in the Territory to provide for public health, sanitation, and to combat

endemic and epidemic diseases ?

What provisions are made for medical assistance ?

What is the actual situation as regards prostitution, and what steps are being taken in this matter ?

What public-health organization for the investigation, prevention, control, and treatment of

diseases exists in the Territory ?

. What endemic diseases are responsible for the greatest morbidity and mortality in the Territory ¢
Please supply as complete statistics as possible regarding the morbidity and mortality attributable
to such diseases, where possible by months and age and sex.

6. Please indicate the birth-rate, the death-rate from all causes, and the infant-mortality rate for

those portions of the Territory, if any, for which such information may be available.

7. Describe the measures in force for the collection of vital statistics in the Territory ?

8. Please supply such other information of epidemiological interest concerning the Territory as may

be available, with special reference to the incidence of such serious diseases as sleeping-sickness,
&ec., where this information does not come within the scope of question 5 above.

B 0o b

<

1. (a.) Organization and administration : Last year’s answer applies.

(b.) Sanitation : Last year’s answer applies.

(¢.) Endemic diseases: Systematic treatment of yaws and ankylostomiasis has been instituted,
and during the year 18,000 Native Samoans have been treated for hookworn with carbon tetra-
chloride, and 33,000 injections of novarsenobillon have been given for yaws.

(d.) Epidemic diseases : See last year’s answer.

2. The organization outlined in last year’s answer has now been completed.

3. Section 139 of the Samoa Act, 1921, deals with the suppression of brothels and section 189
of the same enactment deals with common prostitutes loitering and importuning passers-by in a public
place. There are no brothels or common prostitutes in Samoa.

See 1 and 2 above.

Last year’s answer applies.

See Appendix A.

This information was set out in detail in last year’s answer.
Not applicable.

® o

X. LAND-TENURE.

1. What system of land-tenure and forest law exists ? How are they legally recognized ? What
lands are considered as belonging to the State, and what are regarded as communially owned ?
2. What measures are being adopted for the registration of landed property ¢
3. What other regulations for the alienation of land in which Natives or Native communities exercise
~rights by virtue of heredity. or use ?
4. What other measures are being taken to protect the rights and interests of Natives and Native
communities in respect to land (usuary, forced sale, &e.) ?

1. All land is either—(az) Crown land, being the land of former German Government and land
expropriated from CGermans; (b) European land, being all the other land of which the title is
individualizod (this is held as by grant from Crown); or (¢) Native land, being the land held by
Samoans under the usages of the race (these lands are vested m the Crown in trust for the Samoans).
(Sce Part I1X of the Samoa Act, 1921).

2. The titles to Crown and European land are registered under an efficient system by the
Government. The titles to Native land are, when in dispute, adjudicated on by a Commission,
whose proceedings are on record. (See Samoa Land Registration Order, 1920.)

3. Alicnation of Native land by sale, lease, or mortgage, other than alienations in favour of the
Crown, are prohibited. Leases up to forty years may be granted if in the interests of the Natives.
(See Part IX, Samoa Aect, 1921, section 280.)

4. Usurious contracts with Natives are unenforceable (see section 366, Samoa Act, 1921).
Native land is not capable of being taken in execution, nor in payment of debts of the owner on
his disease or insolvency (sec soction 280, Samoa Act, 1921). No security over property of a Samoan
is enforceable without the leave of the Iigh Court (sec section 367, Samoan Act, 1921).
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XI. MORAL, SOCIAL, AND MATERIAL WELFARE.

What are, gencrally speaking, the measures adopted to ensure the moral, social, and material welfare
of the Natives ? (Measures to maintain the interests, rights, and customs of the Natives, their
participation in public service, Native tribunals, &c.)

The moral welfare of the Natives has been the care of the missions for nearly one hundred years,
and to the missions is due the fact that the whole of the Native people are Christianized and possess
elementary education in the vernacular. The missions are the London Mission Society, the Methodist
Church if Australasia, the Roman Catholic Mission, the Latter-day Saints’ Mission, and the Seventh-
day Adventists. Every endeavour is made by the Administration to assist and co-operate with the
migsions, and it is in complete harmony with them.

Since New Zealand assumed the mandate for tho Territory it has instituted equal incidence of
the criminal law for Europeans and Natives.

The social system of the Natives is based upon the family, at the head of which is a Matai, who
is appointed to use the tamlly name or title and to rule over the family. Families arc gathered together
in villages, and the village is presided over by a Pulenu’u, or Town Ruler, who is chosen by the
Matais and appointed by the Government. Every cndeavour is made to maintain the authority of
the Pulenu’u and Matai, and to preserve beneficial customs whilst eliminating undesirable ones.

The material welfare of the Natives, as well as their moral and social welfare, receives the most
sympathetic consideration of the Administration—indeed, the progress and advancement of the
indigenous inhabitants are always the first consideration.

The land of the Natives is held under their customs and usages, and is preserved to them by the
prohibition of alienation (see Samoa Act, 1921, section 278 to 283).

The energies of the Natives are directed to the production of copra from their coconut-palms,
and to the production of foodstuffs from their plantations. They produce the greater part of the
copra exported. The local price of the copra is regulated by the competition of buyers, and their
sales of copra produce to the Natives a sufficiency of money for their needs. They are protected from
exploitation in the purchase price of goods required by them, hy the provisions of the Samoa Board of
Trade Order, 1921.

The administration of the Government of the Natives is entrusted largely to themselves through
their own officials. The Fono- of Faipules, or Native Parliament, has been given statutory recognition
by the S8amoa Amendment Act, 1923, and all matters affecting the welfare of the Natives are discussed
by the Administration with the Faipules at their Fono, which assembles twice yearly:.

The following table will indicate the extent to which the indigenous inhabitants participate in
the public service :—

SUMMARY OF STAFF, SHOWING EXTENT TO WHICE NATIVE SAMOANS PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC SERVICE.

Europeans. Half-castes. Native Samoans.
Departmental officials .. .. .. L .83 14 149 '
Samoa Crown Estates .. .. .. .. .. 8 3 2
Samoa Public Trust Office .. L .. .. 2 .. ..
Part-time Native officials .. .. .. ve e .. 318
Temporary officers .. .. .. . .. 7 1 4
100 18 473

Nore.—In addition to the above, some thirty-eight Samoans and half-castes are engaged as casual
employees of the Harbour, Lands and Survey, and Public Works Departments, and as such receive
instruction in trades or other useful occupations.

XII. PUBLIC FINANCES,

The general schedule of receipts from, and expenditure on, the Territory, Budget system, indication
of the nature and assessment of taxes.

(a.) See particulars on pages 31 to 34 for receipt from and expenditure on the Territory.

(b.) Budget System.—Estimates of revenue and expenditure for the ensuing year are issued: on
or prior to the first day of the financial year. Under the Samoa Act (section 32) the Administrator,
subject to the control of the Minister of External Affairs, New Zealand, directs expenditure from the
Samoan Treasury.

(c.) Nature and Assessment of Taxes :—

Customs : See Samoa Customs Consolidation Order, 1923.

Building-tax, salary- tax, store-tax, and business licenses : See Taxation Licensing and Revenue
Ordinance, 1921.

Personal tax: See Taxation Licensing and Revenue Ordinance, 1921. Personal tax is payable
as follows: Every male Samoan seventeen years of age and over—(a) If a Matai, £1 4s. per annum ;
(b) if a Taulealea, £1 per annum. FEvery male person over eighteen years of age not being a Samoan,
£1' Bs. per annum.

Medical subscription : Every male Samoan seventeen years of age and over pays a medioal sub-
seription of £1 per apnum in exchange for which universal free medical. treatment, medicines, and
attention are given to-all Samoans. The levying of this subscription. was asked. for: by the Samoans
themselves. All persons other than Samoans have to pay for- whatever medical treatment and
attention they. receive.

6—A. 4.



A—4. 42

XIII. DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS.
Birras, MARRIAGES, DrATHS, IMMIGRATION, AND EMIGRATION.

Return showing the Births, Deaths, and Marrioges, also Immigration and Emigration, for the Year ended
31st March, 1924.

—_ Births. l Deaths. Marriages. (Immigration.| Emigration.
o o !

Native Samoans .. .. .. 1,701 1,398 153 794 982
Europeans and half-castes . - 107 20 21 448 506
Chinese labourers .. .. .. 6 . 434
Melanesian labourers .. .. .. . 8 ..

Totals .. .. .. 1,808 1,432 174 1 1,242 1,921

APPENDIX A.

VITAL STATISTICS (SAMOAN).
(In answer to Question IX, 6, of Questionnaire.)

Tue Native population of Western Samoa at the census of 17th April, 1921, was 32,601. By the
31st December, 1922, the population had increased to 33,685 (estimated).

During 1923, 1,701 live births were reported, and 1,398 deaths, giving an excess of births over
deaths of 303.

The departures from Western Samoa (982) exceeded the arrivals (794) by 188. The population
at the 3lst December, 1923, was therefore 33,800, a net increase of 115 for the year. The mean
population for the year was estimated to be 33,685.

Birras.

The births of 1,701 living children (Samoan) were registered in Western Samoa during 1923, as
against 1,622 in 1922. The birth-rate is thus 50-49 per 1,000 of mean population, as against 4852
per 1,000 for 1922. The number of live births in 1923 is the second highest recorded, the highest
being 1,792 for 1912, with a population of 34,239. (Note: Still-births, of which twenty-one were
registered during the year, arc not included either as births or deaths in the various numher and rates
given in this report.) Sixteen pairs of twins were registered, of which both were males in seven
instances, both females in six, and in three instances one male and one female,

Births of Samoans, Western Samoa, 1923.

Males. Females. Total.

Savai’l .. .. .. .. ..o301 296 597

Upolu .. - .. .. .. BbdT 547 1,104

853 843 1,701

Births by Months.
Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total.
January ..o n 71 142 Aungust .. 69 61 130
February .. b8 55 113 September Lo 76 147
March .. 84 73 157 October .. 18 56 134
April .. .o 67 66 133 November .. 88 65 151
May .. .79 82 161 December .. b2 67 119
June .. .. 66 81 147 ——— e —
July .. oo T7 90 167 858 8343 1.701
DreATHs. ’

The number of deaths registered during the year was 1,398, as compared with 899 in 1922. The
relatively large increase was due to an epidemic of dysentery, referred to elsewhere in this report. The
crude death-rate was 41-50 per 1,000 of mean population.

The new system of registration of deaths of Samoans, fully described in last year’s report, and
introduced on the 1lst January, 1923, has made it possible to tabulate the deaths under one year of
age with a reasonable degree of accuracy, with the exception of deaths occurring during the twelfth
month. The difficulty will not appear in future, as it will be possible to check records of deaths at
twelve months of age by reference to the Births Register. In the table given below, deaths at
twelve months of age have heen included in the totals given under heading ““ One Year.” ’
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Deaths of Samoans tn Western Samoa during 1923.

‘ ‘ Age in Weeks, Age in Months, Tote
o | ateor | sea- | ik |l
° ; emale. | S, { !
| L2 |8 4|1 ‘ 2. s ‘ a l 5. r 6. | 7. | s ; 9. !‘ 10, ‘ 11, Months.
‘ .
I \ -

Savai’i .. .| Male..| 4 | 5 ! 11 4] 4| 3] 5| 3|13 8| 9] 9y 5] 6| 69

Female 4 1 2|1 2] 3 2| 2 2|1 4] 2|12 8| 3 7 47

Total 4 9 1 3, 61 7 8} 7| 517102117, 8i13 ] 116

Opolu .. .. | Male.. 10 17 | .. 2 b 1 8 5 8111114 1310|1912 26 127

Kemale 7 8 3 3 4| .. 5 5 6| 14 711511017 | 131 14 106

Total 17 |25 3| 5 7 1113|1014 |25 (2128|2036 |25]|40 ] 233

Total Western | Male. . 14 |22 .. 21 4| 512 8|13 (14|27 21| 19|28 | 17| 32 196

Samoa Female 7 12 3 4 6 2 8 7 8116 |11 | 1712225 | 16 | 21 153

Total 21 34 3] 6/10| 7200|1521 303838 41|53 |33|53 349

Age in Years——1 Year to 10 Years. Total Deaths Total
Place Male or e —— 14010 | over | Age not Number

. Female, | i Years, |10 Years stated. of
1, 2, 3. i 4, 5, 6. 7. 8. 9, { 10, - | of Age. Deaths.
Savai’i oe .. | Male .. 73 | 18 5 2 1 1 4 3 2 109 91 8 283
Kemale .. 42 1 15 | 14 5 1 4 3 2 2 88 80 4 226
Total .. | 115 {33 |19 | 7 2| 6| 7| 3| 4| 2 197 171 12 509
Upolu .. . iMale ..} 119130 9|10 4| 8] 4| 3| 3| 2 192 124 7 472
Female .. 82|33 |15 5 7111 8 9 2 3| 176 106 11 416
Total.. {201 | 63 24 (15|11 191212 | 5! 5| 367 230 18 888
Total Western | Male .o 192 148 | 14 | 12 5 9 8 6 5 2 301 215 15 755
Samoa Female .. | 125 | 48 | 29 | 10 8| 15|11 9 4 5 264 186 15 643
Total 317 | 96 | 43 122 113 |24 119 15 9 7 565 401 30 1,398
r
DEATHS BY MONTHS.

- Jan. Feb. Mar. ‘\ April. l May. ‘ June. July. Aug. Sept. OQct. Nov. Dec, | ‘T'otal.
Males .. 72 67 54 58 71 104 112 68 41 44 37 27 755
Females. . 56 51 62 44 63 91 92 51 32 31 40 30 643

Total .. 128 118 116 102 } 134 ‘ 195 204 119 73 75 77 57 1 1,398

Of the thirty-four deaths shown as oceurring during the first week after birth, the majority occurred
during the first few hours of life, and must be regarded as the natural result of Native methods of

midwifery in cases of difficult labour.

It will be noticed that of the 1,398 deaths, 719 were of children who had not reached the age of
two years. This is again referred to elsewhere in this report.

Nine women died in childbirth.

Epidemic Years.—A comparison of the returns for 1923 with other years when the country
suffered from epidemics may be of interest :—

1 Exeess of lixcess of
Year. Population. {Births. Deaths. Births over | Deaths over Epedemice.,
Deaths. Births.
1907 .. . L 33,354 1,389 1,504 . 175 Dysentery.
1911 .. .. . l‘ 33,639 1,453 1,827 .. 374 Dysentery and measles.*
1915 .. . e 35,554 1,611 1,451 160 .. Measles.
1918 .. .. e 38,0931 1,509 8,4371 .. 6,928 Influenza.
1923 .. .. L 33,685 1,701 1,398 303 .. Dysentery (shiga).

* Measles first visited Samoa in 1898, and caused a large humber of deaths, but as records were not kept at that time, no definite

figures are avallable. Its second appearance wasin 1911,
+ As far as can be judged from the records available, both these figures are considerably overestimated, the figure for deaths

being approximately 1,300. .

Approzimate Cost of Paper.—Proparation not given ; printing (706 copies, including graphs), £52 10s,

By Authority : W. A. G. SKINNER, Government Printer, Wellington.—1924,
Price 1s.]
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