31st December, 1924 :—

Drill Superintendents :

(2.) GovERNMENT PROSPECTING
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Drills used: Schram-Harker diamond, havd-placer, and Keystone drills.
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(3.) SvrsmizED RoaDps oN (GOLDFIELDS.

The expenditure in the form of subsidies and direct grants upon
to £4,126, as compared with £2,867 during the previous year.

roads on goldfields amounted

(4.) GovERNMENT WATER-RACES.

The Waimea-Kumara and Mount Ida water-races, constructed by the Government for the purpose
of assisting alluvial gold-mining in the districts of Kumara (Westland) and Naseby (Central Otago),
showed a loss for the vear ended 31st March, 1925, of £200 14s. 4d. Water was supplied to claims
employing in all an average of 16-33 persons, and gold to the value of £3,544 2s. 6d. was obtained.
On the 1st September the Mount Ida Water-race was taken over by the Public Works Department,
with the intention that water not being used in gold-mining be utilized for irrigation.

The following is a statement showing the cash received by the Government for water sold, and
the expenditure on the upkeep of the races, together with the average number of miners supplied with
water, and the approximate quantity and value of gold received for the year ended 3lst March,

1925 :—
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*Including royalty on timber,
The amount outstanding on the Waimea-Kumara water-races on the 31st March, 1925, was
£845 Bs. Td., an increase of £122 [2s. 5d. on the previous year.

(5.) ScHOOLS OF MINES.

In addition to the schools already established at Coromandel, Thames, Waihi, Huntly, Reefton,
Westport, and Dunedin, two other schools, with part-time directors, were started at Kaitangata and
Nightcaps, with subsidies from the Department. These two schools were instituted to provide
tuition in mining and allied subjects, the need for which was being keenly felt by mining students in
these districts.

A great deal of useful and necessary work continues to be performed by the Schools of Mines,
but in those districts where mining has seriously declined and been replaced by other industries few
of the students taking the classes are engaged or likely to be engaged in mining.

The expenditure on schools of mines for the year ended the 31st March, 1925, was £3,501 11s. 3d.,
against £3,172 10s. 4d. during the previous year. This included a grant of £750 to the University
of Otago for the Otago School of Mines.

1 desire to acknowledge the efficient help and co-operation which I have received from the

Inspectors during the past year. I have, &ec.,
J. A. C. BayNE,

Inspecting Engineer of Mines.
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