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since 1917. Mr. Johnson has devised a new system under which, without any loss of efficiency, it
is possible to carry out this tedious and exacting work in about half the time it has hitherto occupied.
This will enable the whole library contents to be checked at shorter intervals, and thus, it is hoped,
minimize the losses of beoks,

In his report on this year’s stock-taking Mr. Johnson says - .

“ Class 100 (Philosophy, Psvchology, &ec.): This class was last taken stock of in the year 1921,
when every volume was accounted for. The total number of volumes checked in this class was 998,
and all but three volumes were found in their places on the shelves, or accounted for in the ledgers.
Since the last stock-taking fifty-six volumes have been added to this class, so that the result of the
stock-taking may be regarded as satisfactory. A list of the volumes which could not be traced in
this and the other classes is appended, but 1t must not be assumed that these volumes are lost to the
Library, as of twenty volumes reported missing in Class 600 at last stock-taking, all but three were
accounted for this year.

“ Class 600 (Useful Arts, &c.): This class was last taken in the year 1917, when twenty volumes
were teported missing, seventeen of which were found to be in the Library at this stock-taking.
The total number of volumes checked in this class was 4,506, which does not include the bound
volumes of technical journals in this class, all of which were found in their places on the shelves,
Since last stock-taking, 1,134 additions have been made to this class, and although the number stated
appears to be abnormally large, it includes a large proportion of American technical works, and
medical works having reference to the war. The volumes unaccounted for in this class number
fourteen.

““ (lass 900 (History, including the Great War) : This class was last taken in the year 1919, when
twenty volumes were reported missing, the greater number of which were recovered at this stock-
taking. The number of volumes checked in this class was 7,735, including 1,017 in the war section.
The accessions in this class since last stock-taking numbered 188, while the works which could not
be traced numbered twenty-four, many of which are comparatively recent accessions to the Library,
and will doubtless therefore find their way back to the shelves in time, while others are cheap editions
of ephemeral interest relating to the war.”

BINDING.

There is very considerable leeway to be made up in the matter of binding. Although the binding
list was curtailed a few years ago, therc is still much routine work undone, and it will be necessary
to consider asking the House for a considerably larger vote under this head. The staff binder
(Mr. C. Johnston) is kept fully employed with repairs to volumes which have suffered in circulation,
and with the stamping and numbering of accessions.

THE STAFPF.

In addition to the retirement of the late Chief Librarian (Mr. C. Wilson) after twenty-five years
of gervice in that position, the staff has been weakened by the transfer, at his own request, of Mr.
W. N. Wood, who has been a very capable and courteous member of the staff for some years past.
The vacancy was filled by the appointment of Mr. A. D. McIntosh, who has had useful experience in
the Library of the Labour Department.

During the interregntm following the retirement of Mr. Wilson, the First Assistant, Mr. W. 8.
Wauchop, M.A., satisfactorily carried out the duties of Acting Chief Librarian.

The balance-sheet of the Library Fund Account, with the certificate of the Auditor-General, is
attached.

I have, &c.,
G. H. SCHOLEFIELD,
——— Chief Librarian.

BALANCE-SHEET FOR THE YEAR FNDED 31sT MaRrcH, 1926.

Receipts. £ s d Payments. £ s d.
Balance, 1st April, 1925 .. .. .. 594 4 3 | Purchase of books and periodicals—
Annual grant .. .. .. .. 700 0 O Great Britain. . .. .. .. 32616 8
Private Bill fees .. .. .. 7 0 0 New Zealand .. .. .. 389 15 11
Purchase of periodicals in United States of
America .. .. .. .. 12 0 8
Ingsurance .. . .. .. 8 8 0
Repairs, freight, and office requisites .. 4 7 8
Cheque-book .. .. .. .. 0 4 0
Credit balance— £ s d
At Bank of New Zealand .. 624 12 11
Casgh in hand .. .. 219 5
—_— 627 12 4
£1,369 4 3 £1,369 4 3
31st March, 1926. CuarrLEs WILSON,

Chief Librarian,
Examined and found correct.— G. F. C. CampsreiL, Controller and Auditor-General.

Approvimate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given; printing (540 eopies), £2 15s.
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