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and in the Dominion capitals, to supplement the present system of intercommunica
tion and the reciprocal supply of mformation on affairs requiring joint consider-
ation. The manner in which any new system is to be worked out is a matter for
consideration and settlement between His Majesty’s Governments in Great Britain
and the Dominions, with due regard to the circumstances of each particular part
of the Empire, it bemg understood that any new arrangements should be supple-
mentary to, and not in replacement of, the system of direct communication from
Government to Government and the special arrangements which have been in
force since 1918 for communications between Prime Ministers.”

VII. Parrrcurar Asprcrs orF ForEieN RELATIONS DIscUSSED BY COMMITTEE.

It was found convenient that certain aspects of foreign relations on matters
outstanding at the time of the Conference should be referred to us, since they
could be considered in greater detail, and more informally, than at meetings of
the full Conference.

(a) Compulsory Arbitration vn International Disputes.

One question which we studied was that of arbitration in international disputes,
with special reference to the question of acceptance of Article 36 of the Statute of
the Permanent Court of International Justice, providing for the compulsory sub-
mission of certain classes of cases to the Court. On this matter we decided to
submit no resolution to the Conference, but, whilst the members of the committee
were unanimous in favouring the widest possible extension of the method of
arbitration for the settlement of international disputes, the feeling was that it
was at present premature to accept the obligations under the article in question.
A general understanding was reached that none of the Governments represented
at the Imperial Conference would take any action in the direction of the acceptance
of the compulsory jurisdiction of the Permanent Court without bringing up the
matter for further discussion.

(b) Adherence of the United States of America to the Protocol establishing the Permanent
Court of International Justice.

Connected with the question last mentioned was that of adherence of the
United States of America to the protocol establishing the Permanent Court of
International Justice.

The special conditions upon which the United States desired to become a
party to the protocol had been discussed at a special Conference held in Geneva
in September, 1926, to which all the Governments represented at the Imperial
Conference had sent representatives. We ascertained that each of these Govern-
ments was In accord with the conclusions reached by the special Conference and
with the action which that Conference recommended.

(c) The Policy of Locarno.

The Imperial Conference was fortunate in meeting at a time just after the
ratifications of the Locarno Treaty of Mutual Guarantee had been exchanged on
the entry of Germany into the League of Nations. It was therefore possible to
envisage the results which the Locarno policy had achieved already, and to forecast
to seme extent the further results which it was hoped to secure. These were
explained and discussed. Tt then became clear that, from the standpoint of all the
Dominions and of India, there was complete approval of the manner in which the
negotiations had been conducted and brought to so successful a conclusion.

Our final and unanimous conclusion was to recommend to the Conference the
adoption of the following resolution :—

“The Conference has heard with satisfaction the statement of the Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs with regard to the efforts made to ensure peace in
Europe, culminating in the agreements of Locarno; and congratulates His
Majesty’s Government in Great Britain on its share in this successful contribution

towards the promotion of the peace of the world.”
Signed on behalf of the Committee.

Barrour, Chairman,
18th November, 1926.
3—A. 6.
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