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We are unanimously of opinion that a slight change is desirable, and we
recommend that, subject to His Majesty's approval, the necessary legislative action
should be taken to secure that His Majesty's title should henceforward read :
" George V, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British
Dominions beyond the Seas King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India."

, (b) Position of Governors-General.
We proceeded to consider whether it was desirable formally to place on record

a definition of the position held by the Governor-General* as His Majesty's repre-
sentative in the Dominions. That position, though now generally well recognized,
undoubtedly represents a development from an earlier stage when the Governor-
General was appointed solely on the advice of His Majesty's Ministers in London
and acted also as their representative.

In our opinion it is an essential consequence of the equality of status existing
among the members of the British Commonwealth of Nations that the Governor-
General of a Dominion is the representative of the Crown, holding in all essential
respects the same position in relation to the administration of public affairs in the
Dominion as is held by His Majesty the King in Great Britain, and that he is not the
representative or agent of His Majesty's Government in Great Britain lor of any
Department of that Government.

It seemed to us to follow that the practice whereby the Governor-General of a
Dominion is the formal official channel of communication between His Majesty's
Government in Great Britain and His Governments in the Dominions might be
regarded as no longer wholly in accordance with the constitutional position of the
Governor-General. It was thought that the recognized official channel of com-
munication should be, in future, between Government and Government direct. The
representatives of Great Britain readily recognized that the existing procedure
might be open to criticism and accepted the proposed change in principle in relation
to any of the Dominions which desired it. Details were left for settlement as soon
as possible after the Conference had completed its work, but it was recognized by
the Committee, as an essential feature of any change or development in the channels
of communication, that a Governor-General should be supplied with copies of all
documents of importance and in general should be kept as fully informed as is His
Majesty the King in Great Britain of Cabinet business and public affairs.

(c) Operation of Dominion Legislation.
Our attention was also called to various points in connection with the operation

of Dominion legislation, which, it was suggested, required clarification.
The particular points involved were :—

(a) The present practice under which Acts of the Dominion Parliaments
are sent each year to London, and it is intimated, through the
Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs, that " His Majesty will
not be advised to exercise his powers of disallowance " with regard
to them.

(b) The reservation of Dominion legislation, in certain circumstances, for
the signification of His Majesty's pleasure which is signified on
advice tendered by His Majesty's Government in Great Britain.

(c) The difference between the legislative competence of the Parliament
at Westminster and of the Dominion Parliaments in that Acts
passed by the latter operate, as a general rule, only within the
territorial area of the Dominion concerned.

(cl) The operation of legislation passed by the Parliament at Westminster
in relation to the Dominions. In this connection special attention
was called to such Statutes as the Colonial Laws Validity Act.
It was suggested that in future uniformity of legislation as between
Great Britain and the Dominions could best be secured by the
enactment of reciprocal statutes based upon consultation and
agreement.

* The Governor of Newfoundland is in the same position as the Governor-General of a Dominion.
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