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NEW ZEALAND.

POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT

(REPORT OF THE) FOR THE YEAR 1926-27.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Charles Fergusson, Baronet;
Gteneral on the Retired List and in the Reserve of Officers of His
Majesty’s Army ; Doctor of Laws; Knight Grand Cross of the Most
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George ; Knight Com-
mander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath ; Companion of the
Distinguished Service Order ; Member of the Royal Victorian Order.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
I have the honour to submit to Your Excellency the report of the Post and

Telegraph Department for the year ended 31st March, 1927.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS.

Tt is a source of gratification to be able to record that, while the receipts of
the Department showed an increase over those for the previous year, the payments
were less than those for 1925-26. Actually the receipts amounted to £120,270 more
than for 1925-26, and the payments to £63,282 less. The receipts for 1926-27
exceeded the payments by £874,392. It is obvious that with a growing Depart-
ment in a growing country such as New Zealand the expenditure can be curtailed
or kept down only by constant vigilance on the part of departmental officers ; and,
having in view the fact that the expenditure for 1925-26 was £6,701 less than that
for 1024-25, the further reduction of £63,282 in the year just closed must be

regarded as particularly satisfactory.

STAFF.

The Department’s reputation for efficiency was well maintained during the
The fact that receipts showed an increase over those for the preceding year,
while payments were less than those for 1925-26, can be said to be due in no small
measure to general staff efficiency. With the widespread ramifications so charac-
teristic of my Department, it is only by having the loyal and efficient co-operation
of the staff as a whole that the work is able to be carried on. It is the constant
endeavour of the Department to give prompt and efficient service to the public,
and, judging from the absence of serious complaint during the year and from the
lettors of commendation that are received from time to time, the Department’s
endeavour is not falling short of the goal to which it aspires.

My Department was largely concerned in the transport arrangements, as well
as in providing the necessary communication facilities, in connection with the tour
of the Dominion of Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York. As
mentioned elsewhere in the report, His Royal Highness himself, as well as his
Private Secretary, expressed appreciation of the departmental facilities provided
for the use of the Royal party. It may be said that the expeditious and efficient
manner in which the work of all branches proceeded during the Royal visit, despite

the exigencies inseparable from such occasions, has further enhanced the reputation
of the Department.
1—F. 1.

year.



F.—1. 2

MONEY-ORDERS.

The money-order system still provides one of the foremost means of remitting
amounts, large or small. The orders issued exceeded those issued in the previous
year by 26,500 in number and £56,000 in value.

An arrangement was made during the year under which amounts for payment
at places in Hurope to which money-orders from New Zealand are sent through
the intermediary of the London Post -office can be telegraphed to London and
posted thence to destination. This should prove a useful means of making urgent
remittances.

SAVINGS-BANK.

Despite the fact that the withdrawals exceeded the deposits, it is gratifying
to report that the excess of withdrawals was less by £75,639 than the excess for the
previous year. An increase of 25,672 in the number of accounts open on the 31st
March, 1927, compared with the number open on the 31st March, 1926, evidences
the continued popularity of the Post Office Savings-bank, and the desire for thrift
of the people of the Dominion. The number of depositors on the 31st March was
783,827, and the total amount at their credit £48,985,502.

OVERSEAS MAILS.

The Vancouver and San Francisco mail-contract steamers continued to run
with regularity, and mails between New Zealand and Great Britain were despatched
and received with the customary expedition. On two occasions, owing to particularly
good connections being made, the time occupied in transmission between New
Zealand and London via San Francisco was only twenty-seven days.

MARINE POST-OFFICE.

The marine post-offices on the mail-steamers ““ Aorangi,” *“ Niagara,” * Makura,”
and ““ Tahiti,” which voyage between New Zealand and Vancouver, and between
New Zealand and San Francisco, continued to effect savings in time (from twelve
to twenty-four hours) in the delivery of correspondence from overseas. The
operation of the marine post- offices also enables outward correspondence to be
posted up to a late hour and still to connect with the steamers.

INLAND MAIL-SERVICES.

A second daily mail-service (letters only) was inaugurated between Napier and
(tisborne, thus affording the latter town means of postal communication more in
keeping with 1ts importance.

An innovation was the undertaking by my Department of the work of delivering
and collecting railway parcels in Wellington. The work had previously been done
by a private contractor.

RURAL DELIVERIES.

The policy of my Department in respect of rural-mail deliveries has been more
than justified. These services are popular with the farmer, and numerous requests
have been received for additional deliveries. Occasicnally, owing to the sparsely
settled nature of a district, to a lack of good roads, or to some other disability, it
has not been possible to grant an application for rural-delivery facilities. Whenever

practicable, however, such requests are agreed to even in cases in which it is known

that the granting of the delivery will involve a loss for the Department. It is
claimed that in the more closely settled rural areas postal facilities at least equal to
those of the smaller towns have been provided. While it is not always possible
to arrange the frequency desired, my Department is invariably prepared to improve
the conditions of the remote settler by providing him with reasonable postal
facilities. It is recognized that the time that would be taken by a farmer in
journeying to and from the nearest post-office can be more profitably employed
on his farm. With rural deliveries the time of the farmer is saved, and this more
than compensates him for the annual expenditure of £1 or 10s. in the rural-delivery
fee. The fee varies according to the frequency of the delivery. As a result of the
extension of the rural-delivery system, many small country post-offices have been
permanently closed. From a national viewpoint the rural-delivery system is
economically sound.
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INSPECTION OF POST-OFFICES.

During 1926, 1,318 visits of inspection were made to post-offices, an audit of
the accounts being carried out at each inspection. On no occasion was any serious
deficiency in the official cash disclosed.

INTERRUPTION OF MAIL-SERVICES AND TELEGRAPH AND TOLL
TRAFFIC.

Heavy floods on the west coast of the South Island in October-November,
1926, seriously affected the mail-services and caused the complete isolation of a
large area from telegraphic and telephonic communication. During the height of
the floods use was made of the wireless installation on board a steamer at West-
port to apprise other places of the condition of affairs.

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE.

An International Telegraph Conference was held at Paris in the latter part of
1925, and New Zealand was represented by Captain T. E. Donne, late of the High
Commissioner’s Office, London. Alterations in the regulations consequent upon the
Conference came into force on the 1st November, 1926. The modification causing
most concern to users of the cable service is the restriction placed upon the use
of figures and commercial marks in the cheaper classes of cable messages. My
Department is, however, interpreting the new regulation in such a manner as to
cause the minimum of inconvenience, and to permit of the maximum use of the
lower rates.

At these International Conferences matters of the utmost importance are
decided, and it is desirable, therefore, that in the case of future Telegraph Con-
ferences the question of sending a qualified officer from the Dominion to represent
this Administration be seriously considered.

MACHINE-PRINTING TELEGRAPHS.

It is satisfactory to record that the introduction of machine-printing telegraphs
has proved an unqualified success. In conformity with its policy of keeping abreast
of the times and adapting to its needs the most modern developments in telegraph
apparatus, my Department has felt justified in extending the system to Wanganui
and Napier. As traffic and other circumstances warrant, it is hoped to make the
machine-printed telegram a feature of other offices. Fuller information regarding
machine-printing telegraphs is given at page 25.

TELEPHONE-EXCHANGE SERVICE.

A feature of the work of the year was the progressive development of the
telephone-exchange system. In following out the policy of making telephone-
exchange service as attractive as possible, every facility is afforded settlers in
country areas to form rural lines, comprising up to ten subscribers, for connection
with telephone exchanges. It is a constant endeavour to place this practically
indispensable adjunct of society within easy reach of the bulk of the population
not only in the cities but in the rural areas as well.

AUTOMATIC-TELEPHONE-EXCHANGE DEVELOPMENT.

The telephone exchanges at Takapuna and Hawera have been converted from
manual to automatic working, and the work of converting several other important
exchanges is now in train. It is hoped to convert the exchanges at Stratford,
Dannevirke, and Dunedin in the near future, and subscribers to these exchanges
can look forward to a greatly improved service. I regret that the change at
Dunedin has been delayed so long, but subscribers can rest assured that after the
cut-over the service will be equal to any in the world. While my Department is
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anxious to afford as many subscribers as possible the benefits of the automatic
system, it 1s not at present expedient, on account of the cost and the radical alter-
ations necessary, to convert to automatic working those exchanges that are still
capable of giving efficient service.

INTER-ISLAND TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION.

It 1s the intention to extend the facilities for inter-Island telephone com-
munication. A special trunk telephone circuit is now in the course of erection
between Christchurch and Seddon, and special telephone repeating-apparatus is
to be installed at Seddon and Wellington. The completion of these works will
considerably enlarge the area of inter-Island communication. Direct communi-
cation will be possible between Christchurch on the one hand, and Auckland, Napier,
Wanganui, and Wellington on the other. In addition, subscribers in the Nelson and
Marlborough Provinces will be afforded direct communication with many of the
principal exchanges in the North Island. The apparatus for repeating speech will
prove a great boon, and will enable subscribers in different Islands to hear one
another as well as if they were conversing in the same town.

TARIFF FOR TRUNK-LINE CALLS.

A concession has been given in the tariff for toll communications by permitting
half rates to operate from 8 p.m. Formerly half rates operated from 9 p.m. It
has also been found possible to reduce the rates for long-distance calls beyond

150 miles. This reduction will be of special benefit over such distances as between
Auckland and Christchurch.

PUBLIC CALL OFFICLES.

Associated with the general increase in telephone-exchange subscribers has
been an increased demand for public call offices. Unfortunately, it has not been
possible to grant all the applications that have been received, but installations
have been made where the need was considered to be most pressing.

It has been decided to adopt more permanent and enduring types of cabinet,
and in future the construction will be of concrete, steel, or wood, according to the
particular location.

The revenue derived from public call offices shows a considerable increase
over that for the previous year. '

DUPLICATION OF PACIFIC CABLE.

The scheme of the Pacific Cable Board to provide a second cable channel
between Canada and New Zealand and Australia was brought to fruition on the
22nd November, 1926, when the duplicated cable between Suva (Fiji) and Bamfield
(British Columbia) was opened for traffic. It is expected that the provision of this
second outlet will relieve the congestion that has been in evidence for many years
on the single cable channel across the Pacific.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION OF PACIFIC CABLE BOARD.

The constitution of the Pacific Cable Board came under discussion at the Imperial
Conference last year, when the representatives of the Governments concerned
agreed upon a scheme for a more equitable basis of representation on the Board.
Tentative proposals also were made for a definite allocation to the associated
Governments of profits from the undertaking, after setting aside a reasonable amount
to a reserve fund. It is expected that the amendment of the Pacific Cable Act
in these directions by the British Parliament will tend to remove any obstacles
to the smooth and efficacious administration of the business of the Board.
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PEPRESENTATION OF NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT ON PACIFIC
CABLE BOARD.

The Hon. Sir C. J. Parr, K.C.M.G., was appointed on the 1st August, 1926,
to represent New Zealand on the Pacific Cable Board in place of the Hon. Sir
James Allen, K.C.B.

PACIFIC CABLE BOARD APPOINTMENT.

The development of cable business in the Dominion has led the Pacific Cable
Board to make new arrangements for the conduct of its affairs. It was found
expedient to appoint a Business Manager exclusively for the Dominion. The new
position was filled by the appointment of Mr. A. T. Markman, late Secretary of
the Post and Telegraph Department.

REDUCTIONS IN CABLE RATES.

Results of the increased cable facilities arising materially from the duplication
of the Pacific cable have been a welcome reduction by both the Pacific and Eastern
routes in the rates to Great Britain and Ireland, and an extension to the United
States of America of the daily letter category of messages. In addition, the rates
by the Pacific route to Canada and Newfoundland have been appreciably lowered.

INTERNATIONAL RADIO-TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE.

It is satisfactory to record that after several postponements arrangements
are now in train for the holding of an International Radio-telegraph Conference.
The gathering will take place at Washington in October, 1927, and my Department
will be represented by the Chief Telegraph Engineer, Mr. A. Gibbs, M.LE.E.
Since the last International Conference, in 1912, communication by radio-telegraphy
and radio-telephony has advanced so remarkably and has made such strides as an
accepted means of communication that a co-ordination of international regulations
has become an urgent need. The allotment of distinctive wave-lengths to different
classes of radio-electric services is in particular expected to have a clarifying effect
in the realm of radio-activity.

RADIO-TELEPHONE BROADCASTING.

In conformity with its agreement to erect and to maintain modern broadcasting
stations at the four main centres the Radio Broadcasting Company of New
Zealand, Ltd., has opened modern stations at Auckland and Christchurch. The
Wellington station, now in course of erection, will, it is claimed, be in respect of
aerial power the second most powerful broadcasting station in the Empire. It
is expected that when the full service is in operation radio receiving will make
in the Dominion the same wide popular appeal that it does in other countries.
A very decided fillip to the general interest in radio receiving has been given by
the opening of the first large stations. )

PRIVATE RADIO-STATIONS.

The remarkable increase in radio receiving licenses, from 3,588 for the year
ended the 31st March, 1926, to 18,162 for the year ended the 31st March, 1927, may
be ascribed to the opening of large broadcasting stations at Auckland and Christ-
church. It is reasonable to expect a much greater increase when the complete
chain of broadcasting stations is in operation.

RENEWAL OF RADIO LICENSES.

It has been found necessary to amend the Radio Regulations in the direction
of requiring every owner of radio apparatus who fails to renew a license expiring
on the 31st March of any year to dismantle the apparatus within a stipulated
period.
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INTERFERENCE WITH RADIO BROADCASTING.

My Department is alive to the interests of radio licensees, and, in particular,
is devoting a good deal of attention to the problem of freeing radio reception from
interference. A special staff of Radio Inspectors has been instituted for the purpose
of detecting unlicensed stations and of discovering sources of what may be termed
“parasitic ” interference from various electrical activities. Asextraneous interference
with radio reception is a phase of radio-activity in the overcoming of which all
countries are concerned, it is not unlikely that the problem will receive close attention
at the forthcoming International Radio-telegraph Conference.

ERECTION OF WIRELESS AERIALS.

The danger arising from the erection of wireless aerials in proximity to electric-
power circuits has led to the making of regulations in the direction of requiring
that wireless aerials shall be so erected as to preclude the possibility of contact
with electric-power lines. Similar provision has been made for the protection of
departmental circuits.

ESTABLISHMENT OF RADIO BEACON STATION.

A radio beacon has been installed on the island off Cape Maria Van Diemen
on which the lighthouse is situated.

BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS MESSAGES.

Messages of general interest broadcast by the high-power wireless station at
Rugby, England, are received by the Awarua Radio-station, and are supplied by
the Prime Minister’s Department to the United Press Association for distribution
to newspapers. Hxcept for occasional adverse atmospheric conditions, there is
little hindrance to the regular reception of messages.

WEATHER REPORTS FROM SHIPS AT SEA.

Arrangements have been made for the reception at New Zealand radio coast
stations of weather-report telegrams from ships at sea for the Meteorological Office.

WORK PERFORMED FOR OTHER DEPARTMENTS.

Work for other Departments continues to form a large part of the duties of
officers of my Department, the amount of money handled on behalf of other Depart-
ments during the year being approximately £25,000,000. Among items calling for
special mention are payments made for the State Advances Department of approxi-
mately £7,000,000, and for the Public Trust Department of £1,050,000 ; also receipts
of land-tax, £850,000, and income-tax, £1,600,000. While the amounts handled
for the other Departments do not approximate those specially mentioned, never-
theless the number of transactions is large. In many cases—e.g., machinery fees—
the sums range from amounts as low as 2s. 6d. Not the least prominent work under
this heading is the registration and licensing of motor-vehicles under the Motor-
vehicles Act of 1924. With the proven elasticity of the Post Office system of
accounts, the heavy work entailed in dealing with the many thousands of motor-
vehicles has been handled with the minimum of difficulty.

WORK FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.

In April, 1926, the Dominion census was taken, and the Post Office again
undertook, on behalf of the Census and Statistics Department, the distribution
and collection of the census schedules. Postal officers also acted as District
Enumerators. In addition, officers of my Department obtained borough, agricul-
tural, and pastoral returns, a return of public libraries, and a return of meeting-
places of religious denominations, together with information as to the attendances
at the services. The work was carried out to the entire satisfaction of the
Government Statistician.
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REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES.

In connection with the work done by the Post Office in registering births,
deaths, and marriages, arrangements were made for my Department to retain, as
from the st J uly, 1926, 62% per cent. of the fees received. Formerly the rate of
payment was 50 per cent. of the fees received.

MOTOR REGISTRATION.

The system of motor registration 1s still working very smoothly ; and, judging
from the absence of complaints, it is not only meeting the reqmrements of the police
and traffic officers, who have to investigate the ever-increasing number of accidents,
breaches of by-laws, thefts, &c., but it is also proving to be of considerable value
to motor-dealers and the veneml public.

Tenders for the supplv of registration-plates for the year 1927-28 (orange
numerals on a black background) were invited from New Z ealand manufacturers.
The specifications called for plates to be made within the Dominion from materials
of British origin.  Only two tenders were received. The successful tenderer was
the Precision Engineering Co., of Wellington, and it is gratifying to report that the
contractor delivered the whole of the plates before the 31st January, 1927.

Notwithstanding that arrangements to issue motor-vehicle plates for the year
1927-28 were completed by the 1st February, 1927, comparatively few vehicles were
relicensed before the middle of March. In view of the publicity given to the early
arrangements made to accommodate motor-owners it was anticipated that advan-
tage would be taken of the facility to relicense vehicles early. The result was
very disappointing, however, and the apathy of owners was responsible for a certain
amount of avoidable congestion during the last week of March, 1927.

MOTOR TRANSPORT.

The policy of Government In the matter of purchasing vehicles of English
manufacture is given effect to as far as possible. The majority of the vehicles at
present employed by the Department for heavy transport are of English manufac-
ture. These have proved very efficient, both for conveying mails and for telegraph-
line construction-work. The Department’s light transport vehicles—1-ton trucks
and 4-ton utility trucks—are chiefly of Canadian manufacture. These vehicles
have proved to be satisfactory for the work they are called upon to perform,
frequently over the worst backblock roads in the Dominion. By way of trial,
twelve 1-ton truck chassis and four light chassis of English manufacture were
purchased during the year. It is hoped that the result will justify the purchase of
additional vehicles of these types. As mentioned elsewhere in the report, the fleet
of cars used in connection with the tour of the Dominion by Their Royal Highnesses
the Duke and Duchess of York consisted wholly of cars of English manufacture.
With a fleet of over five hundred vehicles the Department cannot expect to escape
accidents. It is gratifying that none of the accidents which occurred during the
year was of a serious nature. The purchase of vehicles on behalf of other Depart-
ments continues to be a function of my Department.

CREATION OF STORLES DIVISION.

The reorganization of the Stores Branch has been carried another step by
setting up in the Secretary’s Office a division to purchase supplies and to arrange
for the maintenance of necessary stocks at various points. The creation of the
new division enables the permanent head of the Department to keep in closer touch
with the more important aspects of stores work and to exercise closer supervisicn
over purchases. Purchases in Wellington on behalf of the smaller Departments
are arranged by the Stores Division under the Stores Control Board Regulations.

OPENING OF STORES BRANCHES AT CHRISTCHURCH AND DUNEDIN,

In the report of last year reference was made to the opening of a Stores Branch
at Auckland. Results clearly demonstrated that the system should be extended,
and district stores have now been opened under Stores Managers at Christchurch
and Dunedin. The Stores Manager, Christchurch, controls storés in the Canterbury
District and on the west coast of the South Island, while the Stores Manager,
Dunedin, controls stores in the Otago and Southland Districts. Under the new
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arrangement stores, particularly those of a bulky nature purchased overseas, can
be consigned to the point at which they will be brought into use, thus effecting
considerable savings in freight and handling charges.

BUILDINGS.

The increase each year in all branches of the Department’s business is reflected
in the continual demand for improved office accommodation. There are many
places at which the need for additional space is urgent. The condition of certain
buildings is such that the buildings should be replaced as soon as circumstances
permit. But with the limited funds available each year all needed replacements
cannot be made at once, and care is exercised to ensure that the erection of new
buildings, &ec., is dealt with strictly in order of urgency.

To keep pace with the phenomenal increase in telephone-exchange subscribers
it was necessary during the year to provide increased telephone-exchange accommo-
dation at a number of places. A new building to house an automatic telephone
exchange is now being erected at Miramar, while the erection of extensive additions
to the exchange buildings at Courtenay Place (Wellington) and Wellesley Street
(Auckland) is proceeding.

My Department spends each year a substantial sum in the purchase of stores
and equipment. KExcept in the case of the main store at Wellington, storage
accommodation is provided mostly by means of a collection of sheds. The pro-
vision of suitable accommodation for stores at Auckland, Christchurch, and Dunedin
will be dealt with as soon as the necessary funds are available.

The steady increase in the use of departmental motor-vehicles necessitates the
provision at different centres of suitable garages and workshops; and in this con-
nection every effort i3 being made to provide accommodation on modern lines, and
to ensure that the equipment installed is up to date.

VISIT OF THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES THE DUKE AND DUCHESS
OF YORK.

- Very complete arrangements were made in connection with the visit of Their
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York, in order that the Royal party
and entourage might be afforded full post, telegraph, and telephone facilities. At
many offices the hours of attendance were extended, and special arrangements were
made for handling the abnormal volume of press and other telegraph traffic
inseparable from such visits of national importance.

The organizing and supervising of motor transport in connection with the
Royal tour was entrusted to my Department, which on account of its garages and
workshops at Auckland, Christchurch, and Dunedin, and general organization
throughout the Dominion, was well fitted to discharge this very important duty.
Of the fleet of twenty-four cars of English make used on the tour, six were provided
by my Department and the remainder by private enterprise. The personnel of
the transport staff comprised twenty-four chauffeurs and two other officers from
my Department.

It is extremely gratifying to report that the staff responded loyally to the call
for extra effort during the Royal visit, and thus fully maintained my Department’s
reputation for efficiency in meeting unusual situations.

A‘PPOINTMENT OF PERMANENT HEAD.

Consequent upon the retirement of Mr. A. T. Markman, Secretary of the
Department, the secretarial chair is now occupied by Mr. G. McNamara formerly
First Assistant Secretary.

DETAILS OF REVENUE, ETC.

Matters of detail with reference to the financial operations and business of the
Department will be found at length in the statement and tables which follow.

T have the honour to be,
Your Excellency’s most obedient servant,

W. NOSWORTHY,

Postmaster-General,

(General Post Office, Wellington.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL OPERATIONS AND BUSINESS OF THE
DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1927.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS.

The receipts and payments of the Department for the financial year 1926-27 are shown in the
following table :—

Item. ) Postal, : Telegraph, Total.
Receipts £ s, d. £ g d. £ s. d.
Postages .. o .. | 1,103,580 17 9§ .. 1,103,580 17 93
Money-order and postal note commission .. 49,608 6 3 .. 49,608 6 3
Money-order commission received from foreign ofﬁceq .. 054 19 7 .. 954 19 7
Private box and bag rents and rural delivery fees .. 46,084 2 5 .. 46,084 2 5
Miscellaneous receipts .. .. .. .. 200,658 2 10 36,219 16 11 236,877 19 9
Paid telegrams .. .. .. .. .. .. 415,877 5 4 415,877 8 4
Paid tolls .. . .. . .. 372,611 11 44 372,611 11 43
Tebphoneexchangerentah and miscellancous . . .. . 995,071 3 104 995,071 3 10%
Totals .. . .. . .. | 1,400,886 8 104 1,819,780 0 6 | 3,220,666 9 4}
Pay J;)ze71ts
Salaries .. .. .. .. 632,377 10 3 8R7,960 11 1| 1,520,338 1 9
Conveyance of ocean  mails .. . .. .. 73,523 2 3 .. 73,523 2 3
Conveyance of inland mails .. .. .. .. 139,054 1 0 .. 139,054 1 0O
Conveyance of mails by rail .. .. 102,757 6 O .. 102,757 6 O
Money-order commission credited to forelgn ofhceq .. 2,836 10 11 .. 2,836 10 11
Maintenance of telegraph and telephone lines .. .- .. 169,822 7 1 169,822 7 1
Motor services and workshops .. .. .. 25,607 5 10 16,919 2 1 42,526 7 11
Miscellaneons .. .. . .. .. 145,583 19 4 149,832, 8 11 205,416 8 3
1,121,739 16 0 | 1,224,534 9 2| 2,346,274 5 2
Balance of receipts over payments . . .. 279,146 12 104 595,245 11 4 874,392 4 2%
Totals .. . . .. .. 11,400,886 8 104 1,819,780 0 6 | 3,220,666 9 4%

The total cash value of the transactions of the Department, inclusive of the above, amounted to
approximately £166,780,000 for the year.

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FOR THE YEARS 1881-82, 1891 92, 1901-2, 1911-12, AND FOLLOWING

YEARS.
Year, Receipts. Payments. Bzgg@f %;izxﬁg;?sl?ts Exgiisrolg tel;%%;nts
£ £ £ £
18811882 . .. .. .. 234,529 233,291 1,238
18911892 . .. .. . 320,058 268,343 51,715
1901-1902 . . .. .. 488,573 465,756 22,817
19111912 .. . .. .. 1,087,710 988,911 98,799
512—1913 .. .. .. .. 1,167,826 1,069,272 98,554
1913-1914 .. .. .. .. 1.269,921 1,173,314 96,607
1914-1915 .. .. .. Lo 1,359,059 1,246,850 112,209
1915-1916 .. . .. . 1,695,757 1,296,522 399,235
1916-1917 .. .. .. N 1,809,317 1,370,810 438,507
1917-1918 . .. .. .. 1,837,260 1,489,446 347,814
1918-1919 .. .. .. .. 1,972,539 1,702,048 270,491
19191920 . .. .. .. 2,106,995 1,944,161 162,834 ..
1920--1921 .. .. N . 2,590,441 2,691,786 .. 1,345
19211922 .. .. .. .. 2,811,535 2,451,571 359,964 ..
1922-1923 .. . BN .. 2,687,768 2,114,994 572,774
19231924 .. .. .. .. 2,688,954 2,120,584 568,370
19241925 .. .. . .. 2,889,450 2,416,257 473,193
1925-1926 .. . . . 3,100,396 2,409,556 690,840
1926-1927 .. .. .. .. 3,220,666 ! 2,346,274 874,392
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STAFF.

CoMPARATIVE RETURN OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN THE PosT AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT ON THE
Ist Aprin, 1926 awp 1927.

The total number of persons employed on the 1st April, 1926 and 1927, was as under :—

Permanent stafi— 1st April, 1st April,
1926. 1927,
Adwinistrative Division .. .. .. .. 4 4
Clerical and Engineering Divisions .. . o 3,426 3,543
(General Division .. .. .. .. .. 4,752 4,993
8,182° 8,540
Temporary staff .. . .. .. .. 199 192
Casual staff .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,025 1,557
Totals .. . . . .. 9,406 10,289

Non-permanent staff—

Country Postruasters and Telephonists .. .. 1,988 1,910
Postmasters who are Railway officers o . 102 101
Totals .. .. .. .. ..o 11,496 12,300

HeavtH oF PERMANENT STAFF.
The following table gives the average absence of officers on sick leave —
Number on Average Absence  Average Absence for

Staff. per Sick Officer.  each Officer employed.
Men . .. .. L 7,719 926 504
Women .. .. .. ..o 821 1374 962
Twenty-seven officers died during the year.
PERSONNEL.

Mr. A. T. Markman, Secretary of the Department, retired on superannuation, ceasing active duty
on the 31st October, 1926. He was succeeded by Mr. G. McNamara, First Assictant Secretary, who
in turn was replaced by Mr. J. Robertson, Second Assistant Secretary. Mr. Robertson was succeeded
by Mr. M. B. Esson, Chief Tnspector, who was replaced by the promotion of Mr. A. P. Bennett,
Principal, Staff Division. '

APPEAL BOARD.

The Post and Telegraph Appeal Board, under the chairmanship of Mr. E. C. Cutten, S.M., sat on
three occasions during the year. One hundred and three appeals were dealt with, of which one was
allowed by the Board.

DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE CLASSES.

Officers to the number of 644 enrolled in the departmental correspondence cinsses, which provide
tuition for those who desire to ait for departmental examinations. The elasses now provide tuition for
ten departmental examinations. The value of the classes iv reflected in the examination results: of
618 students who were examined, 568 (equal to 92 per cent.) gained passes. Apart from preparing
officers purely for examination purposes, the classes tend to bring about a general increase in
efficiency throughout the Service. '

EXAMINATIONS.

The number of officers who entered for departmental efficiency examinations held during the.
year was 1,742. The candidates that were either wholly or partially successful numbered 1,008.

BUILDINGS.
Post-office buildings were completed as under :—
Brunnerton. Paeroa.
Kaukapakapa. Paihia.
Marton. Poolburn.
Ohai. Seddon (telephone exchange).
Omakau. Te Kauwhata.
Oturehua. Wellsford.

Outram.

The new post-office building at Marton, the foundation stone of which was laid in 1925, was
completed on the 27th April, 1927. The building, a photograph of which appears at the end of the
report, is a handsome two-storied structure of brick and concrete. It will be seen from the photo-
graph that the building is in appearance a distinct departure from the usual types of post-office building
in the Dominion. The architecture embodies many features of modern building. One is the
provision throughout of ample light and air. The building is fitted with every modern appliance
and convenience, '



11 F.—1.

Portion of a building which was no longer required at Whenuakura was dismantled and re-erected
at Kohi. This structure was originally part of the old post-office building at Patea.

As the retention of the post-office building at Parkvale was no longer warranted, the structure
was moved to Koputaroa to accommodate the post-office at that place.

At Brightwater the Courthouse building was moved to a new site and converted to the purposes
of the Post Office.

A departmental building was provided at Moa Flat by removing to that place the old post-office
building at Poolburn.

At Kopaki, the post-office site being subject to floods, the building was moved to a more suitable
position.

At Omakau, Oturehuna, and Ountram, where the post and telegraph work was performed by the
Railway Department, the business outgrew the capacity of the accommodation provided on the
railway premises and the erection of post-office buildings became necessary.

To provide accommodation for the Postmaster, a residerice was purchased at Rangataua.

Combined garages and stores were erected at Helensville, Kaeo, Kaitaia, Motueka, Te Aroha,
Wairoa, and Whangarei. Garages were provided at Huntly, Oamaru, and Timaru. The erection
of an addition to the Public Service garage at Wellington was completed.

A property at Feilding, consisting of a section of land, with a building thereon, adjoining the post-
office, was purchased. The building was converted into a workshop, garage, and store.

Substantial additions and alterations to departmental buildings were made at the following places :—

Broadwood (additions).

Bull’s (additions).

Caversham (alterations consequent upon road-widening).
Christchurch Chief Post-office (alterations).

Frankton Junction (additions).

Gisborne (additions).

Khandallah (automatic-telephone-exchange additions).
Kopaki (additions).

Leeston (additions).

 Mangaweka (additions).

Mount Eden (automatic-telephone-exchange additions).
Murchison (additions).

Nuhaka (additions).

Otaki (additions and alterations).

Otautau (additions).

Remuera (automatic-telephone-exchange additions).
Sanson (additions).

Taihape (alterations).

Extensive additions to the Palmerston North Chief Post-office building are proceeding. It is
anticipated that the added accommodation will be available in July, 1927.

Notwithstanding the largely increased accommodation provided, the general need for increased
floor-space on which to conduct the Department’s steadily increasing business remains undiminished.
The policy of utilizing the funds available strictly in the order of urgency of the Department’s
requirements has been firmly adhered to. Degpite this, at the close of the year, several departmental
units remained accommodated in rented premises. In most of these cases, however, accommodation
within the Department’s own buildings is in sight.

Practically all of the Department’s buildings were inspected during the year and a report
furnished upon the condition of each. Notwithstanding that the funds available for maintenance
were carefully administered, in a number of cases it was not possible to arrange for renovations to
buildings deemed essential 1n the interests of proper upkeep.

It 1s hoped that it will be possible next year to provide additional accommodation at Hastings
and Hawera ; also to proceed with the erection of new post-office buildings at Dunedin, Napier, and
Waverley.

The many wooden buildings owned by the Department constitute an ever-present danger of loss
of mail-matter and other property by fire. Fortunately there were no losses from this cause during
the year.

Hitherto the cost of various items of office equipment has been debited to capital expenditure.
Under a new arrangement adopted during the year the cost will in future be charged to Post and
Telegraph working-expenses.

OVERSEAS MAITS.

The San Francisco contract was carried out by the R.M.S. * Tahiti” and * Makura,” and the
Vancouver contract by the R.M.M.8. “ Aorangi ” and the R.M.S. “ Niagara.” The San Francisco
contract voyage commenced from Wellington on the 20th July, 1926, was performed by the
“ Maunganui,” which released the * Makura” for overhaul. On the lst February, 1927, the
“ Maunganui ” released the “ Tahiti,” which in turn replaced the ““ Aorangi” in the Vancouver
service. After being overhauled the last-named vessel resumed her running on the 15th March, 1927.

. The average times occupied during the year in the transmission of the mails were as follow:
Auckland to London (via Vancouver), thirty-one days; London to Auckland (via Vancouver), thirty-
two days; Wellington to London (via San Francisco), twenty-nine days; London to Wellington (via
San Francisco), thirty-one days.
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In January, 1927, arrangements were made for correspondence for Great Britain marked © Via
Australia ” to be despatched to connect with steamers of the Orient line sailing from Australia.
Letters posted two or three days after the departure of a San Francisco or Vancouver steamer and
despatched via Australia arrive in London several days in advance of letters forwarded by the next
outward Vancouver or San Francisco mail from New Zealand.

Advantage continues to be taken of the opportunity to despatch mails to Great Britain by a
vessel sailing via Panama if the vessel happens to offer a quicker despatch than that of the next
contract or Orient line steamer.

Firk oN STEAMER FROM GREAT BRITAIN.

A vportion of the parcel-mail for New Zealand despatched from London on the 3rd December,
1926, by the ** Remuera” was damaged by a fire which broke out in a mail-locker in No. 2 hold
shortly after the departure of the steamer from Panama. Approximately two hundred parcels,
including a few insured, were destroyed, and a large number of parcels were more or less damaged.

INLAND MAIL-SERVICES.

In respect of mail communications the following are the only incidents worthy of recording :—

In May, 1926, a heavy slip on the Wairarapa incline blocked the railway-line near the entrance
to the Summit tunnel, causing a three-days interruption to the transit of mails over this route.
Letter-mails between Wellington and offices in the Wairarapa were carried by service car, and second-
class mail-matter was carried by train via Palmerston North. At about the same time slips and
flooded creeles caused an interruption to the Nelson-Westport mail-service. Floods damaged the
railway bridge at Blaokball, and agaln mtorrupted the transport of mails to and from that plac

The Northern Steamship Co.'s “steamer “ Manaia,” carrying passengers and mails from Tauranga
for Auckland, ran ashore near Slipper Island on the 10th Tune 1926, at 11.30 p.m. Both passengers
and mails were safely transferred to another of the company’s steamers and taken on to Auckland.
The “ Manaia 77 became a total loss.

Extensive floods in July, 1926, inundated the country in the vicinity of Rangiotu and Foxton,
interrupting mail communication between those places and Palmerston North, and between Foxton
and Levin, Temporary arrangements were made for the conveyance of mails by motor-buses between’
Palmerston North and Foxton, and by boats between Levin and Foxton. Slight disorganization
oceurred to other mail-services in the vieinity. A similar interruption took place in the mail-services
between Palmerston North and Wanganui, and between Awakino and Te Kuiti. The Wanganui
River service suffered likewise. Normal services were resumed without undue delay.

A landslide in the Manawatu Gorge on the night of the 24th October, 1926, completely blocked
railway traffic and consequently disorganized the mail-service to the Hawke’s Bay and Wairarapa
districts. Arrangements were immediately made for the transport of mails between those districts
and the Manawatu district by departmental motor-lorries, with the result that little public incon-
venience was occasioned. Normal mail-train connection did not resume until the end of November.

At the beginning of November, 1926, as a result of torrential rain, the Buller River overflowed
its banks and invaded Westport, completely isolating the town. Mail communication through the
Buller Gorge was interrupted for nearly a week. At about the same time a similar flood cansed the
Waimakariri River to overflow its banks, interrupting mail connections between Christchurch and
North Canterbury for some days. In both cases no effort was spared and many risks were taken in
re-establishing mail connections.

RURAL MAILS.

There are now in use 15,472 rural boxes, an increase of 925 on the number for last year.

The number of rural deliveries (including part rural deliveries) in operation at the 31st March,
1927, was 377, as against 365 for the year 1925-26.

The demand for the large-sized rural box referred to in last year’s report 1s steadily increasing.
Farmers appreciate the more commodious receptacle, as it atfords protection against the weather for
bread, groceries, and other similar parcels, which although they do not pass through the Post Office,
are frequently delivered by the mail contractor. Arranﬂements have now been tade to exhibit a
sample of the large box at suitable post-offices.

It has been found possible to modify the regulations in the direction of permitting settlers to
obtain a rural delivery in a case in which the number of families to the mile of travel is three in respect
of a route of over ten miles in length, and four in respect of a route of less than ten miles. Formerly
the required numbers of families were four and six respectively.

“HOUSEHOLDER 7 CIRCULARS.

The “Householder " delivery service continues to grow in public favour. The revenue from this
class of mail-matter for the period 1st April, 1926, to 31st March, 1927, was £10,067, as against
£8,798 for the preceding twelve months, and £4,847 for the twelve months ended the 31st March, 1925.

The advertising public is beginning to appreciate the Post Office as an advertising-medium. The
“ Householder ” delivery service, in particular, affords a cheap and reliable means of gettm publicity-
matter into the homes of the people. The mail advertisement carries *‘ personal touch,” and as it
enables the advertiser to have his samples delivered with his advertising message it constitutes a
form of advertising that is unique not only in method, but also in the results that may be achieved.
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MISSING POSTAL PACKETS.

During 1926, 6,002 inquiries for postal packets reported missing were received. In 3,790 cases,
or more than half the total number, the packets were traced. In 1,032 of these cases inquiry showed
that the sender was responsible for the delay : in 1,251 cases the responsibility for the delay rested
with the addressee ; in 392 cases the delay was due to failurcs in the Post Office ; and in 1,115 cases
either there had been no delay or there had been delay but the responsibility for it could not be fixed.
The cases in which it was not possible to trace the packets inquired for numbered 2,212. In this
number are included postal packets misappropriated either inside or outside the Post Office and postal
packets lost before posting or after delivery. In this connection it may be mentioned that in a large
number of cases in which complaint is made regarding the non-delivery of postal packets the inquiries
made by the Department result in the arrest and punishment either of the person who was entrusted
with the posting of the packet or of the person whose duty it was to accept delivery on behalf of the
addressee. The actual losses throughout the year amounted to -0009 per cent. of the total number
of articles posted.

The importance of registering packets containing articles of value is continually being stressed.
A warning notice is attached to each posting-box in the Dominion, and sometimes the matter is
brought to the notice of persons concerned by means of pamphlets issued by the Department. Not-

Wlthbmndmg this, many persons still forward bank-notes and other readily negotiable value in
unregistered letters.

POSTMARKING-MACHINES.

Use continued to be made of postmarking machines for advertising purposes.

One of the Wellington machines carried a slogan advertising New-Zealand-made géods. Anothe.
machine at Wellington and machines at the three other centres carried slogans advertising depart-
mental facilities in the following fashion :—

Sell by Mail, Pack carefully, Advertise by Post,
Simple, Economical, Address fully, 3d. for 2 oz.
Direct. Post early.
Reach the Unseen Buyer, Save Travelling-expenses, Send a Letter-telegram,
Sell by Mail. Sell by Mail. 27 words for 9d.

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR-VEHICLES.

Owing to the late delivery of registration-plates for the year 1926-27, motor-owners had only a
comparatively short time in which to obtain new licenses. The task of relicensing proved a heavy strain
on the staft at many offices, but, owing to the splendid spirit shown by the officers concerned, the
work was carried out with a minimum of delay and inconvenience.

An innovation introduced in the plates for the year 1927-28 is a prefix letter on plates for
commercial vehicles. This letter indicates the amount of the license fee paid. The police and Traffic
Ingpectors are thus enahled to detect any vehicle in respect of which the appropriate fee has not
been paid.

The colour of registration-plates is changed each year. This is done in order to enable police and
traffic inspectors to see at a glance whether the current fees payable under the Motor-vehicles Act
have heen paid.

As the issuance of licenses in a documentory form was an expeusive undertaking, and the
documents served no useful purpose, it was decided to discontinue the issue of documentary licenses
from the 1st April, 1926, and to regard the registration-plates as the annual license.

During the past motor-registration year much difficulty was experienced in identifying vehicles
owing to the failure of manv owners, when registering their vehicles, to quote accurately the engine
and chassis numbers. Bach discrepancy that came under notice was investigated thoroughly. In
a number of instances it was found that the discrepancies were due to owners transferring plates from
a registered to an unreglstered Vehlde In the majority of cases; however, it was found that at the time
registration was eflected ““ part " numbers had heen quoted instead of the actual engine and chassis
numbers.

Motor-vehicles registered in the Dominion up to and including the 31st March, 1927, were as
follow -

Norta Ispanp.

Cars . .. .. .. .. .. 65,470
Trucks, &c .. .. .. .. .. 15,774
Cycles .. . .. .- .. .. 19,186
100,430
SoutH: Israni.
Cars .. .. .. .. .. .. 40,443
Trucks, &c. .. .. .. .. .. 17,072
Cveles .. . .. - .. .. 14,396
— 61,911
Total .. .. .. .. 162,341

These vebicles do not include those for which 3,250 demonstration-plates were issued to dealers.
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The total number of motor-vehicles of all classes registered for the yvear ended the 3lst March,
1926, was 132,811,
%% The following graphs show the number of cars, commercial vehicles, and cycles registered each
month from Avril, 1925, to March, 1927.
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DEPARTMENTAL MOTOR-VEHICLES.

At the 31st March, 1927, the following vehicles were in use in the Department : Motor-cars, 104 ;
motor-cycles, 96 ; motor-lorries and vans, &ec., 340 ¢ total, 540—an increase of 52 compared with the
number of vehicles in use at the 31st T\Talch 1926.

During the vear 138 new vehicles were purchaqed to replace those withdrawn from service owing
to their havmg outlived their period of usefulness and to meet the growing requirements of the
Department in the matter of motor transport. Approximately &6 vehicles were withdrawn from
service and dispoged of at auction.

The Department is gradually dispensing with the use of horse-drawn vehicles in connection with
line-construction and maintenance work. Apart from districts in which the roads are not suitable
for motor-vehicles, very few horses and carts are now used by line parties.

WORKSHOPS.

There are now depertmental workshops at Auckland, Napier, Wanganui, Palmerston North,
Wellington, Christchurch, and Dunedin. The total value of work performed in these workshops was
£116,707, ol which £10,337 represented the value of work done for other Departments. The workshops
are suitably equipped with modern appliances, the Wellington workshop being particularly well
fitted up for the various classes of work required to be undertaken. The work done in the several
workshops is most varied in character, and included jobs from the repairing of adding-machines and other
office equipment to the building of truck and van bodies and the manufacture of furniture and of
parts for telegraph instruments.

The Department’s flect of motor - vehicles was kept in good running order.  Considerable repair
work was done to vehicles of other Departments; whilst there was a steady output of special mo’(m-
vehicle bodies to meet the requirements of Government Departments generally.  Similarly, the
workshops provided a sufficient output of parcel-post hampers, parcel-post boxes, and rural-delivery
boxes. The conversion of certain telephone exchanges from manual to automatic working necessitated
the renovating of a large quantity of telephone apparatus. Other work on a large scale was involved
in the maintenance of wireless-stations and telegraph apparatus, including Murray multiplex machine-
printing instruments, and, incidentally, it was necessary to manufacture a number of parts required
for repair work. Coin-in-the-slot telephone instruments were manufactured and public-call telephone
cabinets erected by the workshops stafls. The Wellington workshop made a large number of fittings
for the new post-office building at Marton, as well as fittings and furniture for a number of other
buildings.

STORES BRANCH.

The following figures indicate the value of stores purchased and issued at Wellington during
the year ended the 31st March, 1927, and the value of the stock held at Wellington on that date.

For the purposes of comparison the figures for the previous year are shown also:—

1926-27. 1925-26.
£ £
Balance, 1st April .. .. .. .. .. 207,500 243,590
Purchases .. .. .. .. .. .. 599,047 701,301
Issues . .. .. .. .. 593,994 737,391
Balance, 3lst March .. .. .. .. 212,553 207,500
The figures for the Auckland Stores Branch for 1926-27 are as follow :—

Balance, 1st Aprll 1926 .. . . . . .. 160,322
Purchases .. .. .. .. .. .. 176,047
Issues .. .. .. .. .. .. 201,175
Balance, 31st March 1927 .. .. . .. .. 135,194

As the Stores Branch at Auckland was not in existence durm;, the whole of the previous year,
comparative figures cannot be furnished.
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Particulars of the purchases made for other Departments under the Stores Control Board
Regulations are set out hereunder. The figures for the previous year also are shown:—

‘ Value of ltems purchased.
Year ended Reguisitions. E Itens. S e Total.
( } On Indent. Locally.
‘\ | ‘ ! -
| | | £ £ | £
31st March, 1926 .. } 1,548 5,946 ! 32,451 74,154 . 106,606
31st March, 1927 ‘ 3,263 ‘ 13,854 18,095 92,981 111,076

The large increase in the number of requisitions and in the number of purchases is due to the
tact that Departments are keeping their stocks at a lower level than has been the practice in the past.

Ag directed by Government, full preference to New Zealand and British manufacturers has been
extended, with the result that the value of the articles purchased locally and in Great Britain has
increased.

Motor-vehicles purchased for other Departments numbered 240—an increase of eighteen over the
number purchased during the preceding year.

General contracts for the supply of motor-spirit, kerosene, lubricating-oil, and motor-tires let
through the Stores Control Board, resulted in a considerable saving both to the Post Office and to
other Departments concerned. In view of the amount of motor-spirit used by Government Depart-
ments, it has been found economical to install petrol-pumps at various points. Pumps controlled
by the Post and Telegraph Department have already been brought into use in twenty-two cities and
towns. The system of purchasing petrol in bulk will be extended from time to time, and it is
proposed to install pumps during the year 1927-28 in seven more towns. The saving to the Govern-
ment as a result of the purchase of motor-spirit in bulk is considerable.

MARINE INSURANCE FUND.

The value of the stores from countries within the Empire, and from the United States of
America, imported under cover of the Marine Insurance Fund, was £238,400. Since the establishment
of the Fund on the 1lst July, 1925, an unusually large number of claims have been made by the
Department. The claims were due to fires that occurred on the s.s. ** Kent”” and the s.s. “ Remuera,”
a collision between the s.s. “ Surrey ” and another vessel on the River Thames, the wreck of the
8.8, “ Port Kembla ” at SBan Salvador, and the striking of a submerged rock on the New Zealand
coast by the s.s. ° Northumberland.”

POST OFFICE.
ARTICLES DELIVERED.

The number of articles delivered in the Dominion, including those received from places overseas,
during the year 1926, compared with the number in 1925, was as under :

1926. 1925. Increase

Per Cent.
Letters . .. .. 149,881,324 148,160,011 1-16
Post-cards .. .. .. 4,557 .568 4,677,034 0-39%
Parcels .. .. .. 3,698,400 3,645,067 1-46
All other articles .. .. 86,224,573 80,134,655 7-60
244,361,865 236,616,757  *Decrease.

AVERAGE NUMBER OF LETTERS POSTED PER UNIT OF POPULATION.
1926, 109-95 1925, 110-14.

NUMBERE OF POST-OFFICES IN DOMINION.

Offices opened during year, 20; offices closed during year, 41; offices remaining open on 3lst
December, 1926, 1,999,

UNDELIVERABLE POSTAI, PACKETS.

The following is a comparison of letters and other articles dealt with as undeliverable during the
year 1926, compared with those so dealt with during 1925 :—

. |
\ Returned direct ; ‘Returned to other

: |
) I Returned direct ! e . Returned to other Destroyed |
i to Senders Y | Administrations - e ", L |
Year. | from Chief (0 SNER | from Chio | AGpIASatoas (e BURORR dotal,
! Ofﬁﬁ‘éz‘g‘;gx’%‘fla] Tetter Office. Oﬂgi;\g;%?%fnal . Letter Office. no Value).
J‘ e | B
Letters.
1926. . | 316,578 302,307 52,856 [ 38,011 { 31,496 [ 741,248
1925.. ‘ 247,934 ‘ 291,598 H4,556 ! 39,091 | 26,308 ‘ 659,487
Other Articles.
1926. . 201,193 10,142 ; 87,987 | 25,156 | . i 324,478
1925. . 157,543 9,211 | 75,377 24,532 f . i 266,663

The proportion of undeliverable letters to the total namber of letters delivered was 0-49 per cent,
In 1925 the proportion was 0-45 per cent.
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MISCELLANEOUS.
. 1926. 1925.
Letters and letter-cards posted without addresses .. .. .. .. 20,609 19,731
Letters imperfectly or insufficiently addressed . . . .. 23,508 19,380
Letters intercepted on account of libellous addresses .. . .. 304 42
Registered letters unclaimed .. . .. . . o 9,973 9,650
- Newspapers received without addresses .. .. .. .. .. 6,4b4 5,221
Other articles received without addresses .. .. .. .. 4,893 4,070
Newspapers returned to publishers as undeliverable . .. .. 39,085 43,685
Articles bearing previously used stamps .. . 93 81

During 1926 there were dealt with in the Dead Letter Office 5,193 packets (other than parcels)
the contents of which gave little or no indication of the senders’ names or addresses. In the majority
of these cases special effort on the part of the Dead Letter Office was successful in tracing either the
senders or the addressees. Two hundred and eighty-six letters from overseas bearing insufficient or
wrong addresses were specially dealt with, and a large proportion was delivered.

During the year an auction of unclaimed packets and parcels was held, at which 162 bundles of
miscellaneous articles were sold.

The number of “ special request ” letters returned unopened to senders shows a satisfactory
increase. If business people realized that a special request for return in the event of non-delivery,

printed on an envelope, meant the quicker return of a letter, still more would avail themselves of the
facility.

PROHIBITED POSTAlL PACKETS.

During the year 1,338 letters addressed to persons or firms the transmission of correspondence
for whom is prohibited under section 28 of the Post and Telegraph Act, 1908, were intercepted and
forwarded to the Dead Letter Office. (In 1925 the number was 3,873.) The letters for the most part
were addressed to agents of art unions or lotteries in other countries. Some were addressed to
recognmzed ** quack ” doctors, while others were addressed to persons who deal in obscene books or
pictures.

The list of prohibited persons, which had become unwieldly, was purged during the year. The
purging necessitated considerable correspondence with foreign countries. In some cases it was found
that the prohibited persons had left their former addresses, or were out of business, or were deceased.

Needless to say, before any name was removed from the list the Department had adequate evidence
that removal was justified.

REGISTER OF NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES.

Twenty-three newspapers were registered for transmission by post, and twenty-five were removed
from the register. Three magazines were registered, and fourteen were removed from the register.

The number of registered newspapers on the 31st March, 1927, was 298, and the number of
registered magazines 326.

POSTAGE-STAMPS.

New postage-stamps of the denominations of 2s. and 3s. were issued on the 12th July, 1926, and
a new ld. stamp was issued on the 15th November. The central figure of the design of each of the
stamps is a bust in profile of His Majesty the King. His Majesty is portrayed in the 2s. and 3s.
stamps in the uniform of an Admiral, and in the 1d. stamp in the uniform of a Field-Marshal.
The new stamps have also been issued overprinted as follows: 2s. and 3s.,  Samoa,” November,
1926 ; 2s., ““ Rarotonga,” November, 1926; 2s., *“ Niue,” March, 1927 ; and 1d., * Official,” February,
1927.

Letter-cards bearing the new 1d. stamp were issued in January, 1927,

Consequent upon the new issues, the following stamps were withdrawn during the year:
1d. ~* Universal ”; 2s. " Stamp Duty ” overprinted = Rarotonga ” and “Samoa”; 3s. ** Stamp
Duty ” overprinted “ Samoa.” Similarly, the letter-card bearing the 1d. “ Universal” stamp is
no longer on issue.

DISCOUNT-STAMPS.

The redemption of discount-stamps ceased on the 31st March, 1927.

BRITISH EMPIRE REPLY COUPONS.

As a result of a discussion at Stockholm in 1924 among the Imperial delegates to the Postal
Union Congress, it was decided to issuc an Imperial reply coupon for use within the Empire.
During the year arrangements were made for the British Empire reply coupon to be placed on sale
in the Dominion, but it was not until the 7th April, 1927, that the coupons were actually available
for sale. They are sold at 24d. each, and on being presented at any post-office in the Empire are
exchanged for a stamp or stamps representing the postage oun a single-rate letter to a destination within
the Empire.

International reply coupons have been in use for many years, but they are sold at 5d. each. An
International coupon may, of course, be redeemed in any country, whether British or not, for a
postage-stamp or stamps representing the postage on a single-rate letter to any part of the world.
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STAMP-VENDING MACHINES.

The year was a record one in regard to the issue of stamp-vending machines, no less than
thirty-eight new machines being brought into use at various offices. The machines are very popular
with the public, affording, as they do, an opportunity of purchasing stamps at any hour of the day or
night. People nowadays are not prevented from posting a letter through inability to obtain a
postage-stamp on account of the post-office being closed. The machines have been the subject of
favourable comment on the part of visitors from overseas.

CUSTOMS PARCELS.

The following table shows the declared value of goods received by parcel-post from places abroad
and the Customs duty thereon ; also the declared value of goods despatched by parcel-post to places
abroad. The figures for the vears 1926 and 1925 are shown in each case.

1926. 1925.

£ 8. d. £ s, d.
Declared value of received parcels .. 1,633,766 0 0 1,492,300 0 0O
Customs duty .. .. .. 351,299 10 O 311,065 19 17
Declared value of forwarded parcels .. 97,324 0 0 76,980 0 0

POSTAL NOTES.

The popularity of the wethod of remitting small sums to places within the Dominion by means
of postal notes is ever increasing. Postal-note business again shows a decided increase, the sales for
the year ended 31st March, 1927, being 3,329,638, of a total value of £987,688, an increase over the
previous year of 288,916 in nuruber and of £64,815 in value.

The commission totalled £22,417 10s. 8d., au increase of £1,663 7s. 4d. on that earned in the year
1925-26.

BRITISH POSTAL ORDERS.

The sale of British postal orders also shows a marked increase: 142,669 orders, of a value of
£82,063 9s. bd., were sold, as against 136,763 orders, of a value of £78,031, sold during the previous
year. The number of orders paid was 33,610, of a value of £19,873, as against 30,248, of a value of
£17,666, paid during the previous year.

TELEGRAPH AND TOLL SERVICES.

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE ARRANGEMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE VISIT
OF THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF YORK.

Very complete postal, telegraph, and telephone arrangements were made during the visit of
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of York. The privilege of free departmental
facilities was afforded Their Royal Highnesses and the principal members of their entourage.
The hours of attendance were extended at many offices, and special telephone connections were
installed for use during the visit of the Royal party. When it was decided that the Duchess should
abandon the West Coast tour and remain at Nelson, arrangements were made to install a telephone
in Her Royal Highness's rooms for communication with the Duke at the various stopping-places
between Nelson and Christchurch. At Christchurch further special arrangements were made for
communication between Their Royal Highnesses, both while the Duchess was at Nelson and while
she was at Wellington. Again at Dunedin, similar arrangements were made. As there is no special
telephone circuit between Nelson and the West Coast or between Nelson and Christchurch, it was
necessary to improvise circuits by the use of telegraph-wires. It is pleasing to record that His Royal
Highness expressed appreciation of the arrangements.

As is usual on the occasion of such important visits, a large amount of telegraph traffic resulted
from the presence of numerous overseas Press correspondents, and also from an extraordinary amount
of Press traffic within the Dominion. This necessitated the provision of special telegraphic apparatus
and extra staff at places visited by the party.

At the conclusion of the tour His Royal Highness's Private Secretary, as well as prominent
journalists from abroad, expressed their entire satisfaction with the arrangements made and with the
efficient work of officers in dealing with the unusual volume of traflic.

INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH CONFERENCE.

The International Telegraph Conference was held at Paris in September and October, 1925. The
Dominion’s representative was Captain T. Ii. Donne, late of the High Commissioner’s Office, London.
Amendments made to the telegraph service regulations by the Conference came into force from the
1st November, 1926. The alteration causing most concern to the commercial public was the
restriction on the use of figures, numbers, and commercial expressions in cheap-rate messages to
one-third of the chargeable number of words in the text. When the service of deferred messages was
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introduced in 1912 the use of figures was not allowed in the text ; but thix restriction was subsequently
removed, with the result that the cheap-rate services were extensively used for business purposes.
The new regulation adversely affects this practice and has been the subject of strong protests from
Chambers of Commerce and individual firms.  As, however, New Zealand is a party to the International
Telegraph Convention, it is not possible to give any substantial rvelief ; but the Department is placing
as liberal an interpretation as possible upon the regulation.

Among the less important amendments made to the regulations are the following :--

(n) The fee for a certified copy of a cable or radio telegram is increased to Bd. for cach fifty
words or fraction thereof, with a minimum charge of 1s. 3d.

(h) Esperanto is admitted as one of the plain languages in which the texts of telegrams may
be written.

(c) In messages addressed for delivery at post or telegraph offices the name of the addressee
must be given; the use of initials, Christian names only, or fictitions names is not
allowed in such messages.

(d) The period of validity of a reply voucher issued in respect of a cable message is extended
from six weeks to six months.

(¢) Deferred messages may be accepted only when the half rate is applicable throughout the
route.

© AUTOMATIC-STAMPING-MACHINE IMPRESSIONS.

The restriction of the use of automatic-stamping-machine impressions in payment of telegraph
charges, to telegrams presented at offices in the towns in which the machines are installed was removed
from the 27th April, 1926.

TELEGRAPH ATTENDANCE.
With a view to the prompt disposal of overnight cable messages, a stafl of operators is now on
duty at 7.30 a.m. daily at Auckland and Wellington. In consequence of the establishment of a

morning newspaper at Whangarei the telegraph attendance at that office was extended to midnight.
The evening attendance from 7 to 8 o’clock was restored at Waipukurau.

EXCHANGE OF WEATHER TELEGRAMS.

Arrangements were made for an exchange of weather telegrams twice daily for six months in the
. . =) . & . . N v
year hetween the Hermitage and Waiho Gorge. These advices serve as a warning and afford useful
information to travellers crossing the Southern Alps.

CHARGE FOR INLAND MULTIPLE TELEGRAMS.

The length of text of each copy of an inland multiple telegram that may be supplied for the
minimum charge of 41d. is now limited to fifty words. For any length of text in excess of fifty words
the extra charge is 41d. for each fifty words or fraction thereof.

TELEGRAMS FROM MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO CHATHAM ISLANDS.

The rate of 6d. for thirty-six words for inland telegrams from members of the General Assembly
now applies to such telegrams addressed to Chatham Islands in the Lyttelton Klectorate.

TELEGRAPH-CIRCUIT ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN WELLINGTON AND GREYMOUTH.

Arrangements were made for a second direct telegraph circuitt between Wellington and
Jreymouth, with Blenheim and Nelson intermediate. This outlet will expedite the handling of Press
messages to and from West Coast centres.

PRIVATE MORSE TELKGRAPH CIRCUIT.

Upon the application of a private company, the Department leased a Morse circuit between a
central telegraph-office and the works of the company, and supplied the necessary instruments at an
annual charge covering attendance at the central office between the hours of 9 am. and 5 p.m.
Arrangements of this kind are not unknown in older countries, hut they are an innovation so far as
New Zealand is concerned. The Department offers every facility in thus meeting the special needs of
large industrial concerns.

DISTRIBUTION OF PRESS TO MIDNIGHT OFFICES.

The Department has acceded to the request of the United Press Association to undertake the
distribution of cable Press arriving after midnight. This obviates the necessity of messages having
to be forwarded to the office of the Press Assoeiation and having to he returned thence to the
telegraph-office for transmission to the various offices. Tt is an arrangement which not only causes
no inconvenience to the Department, hut enables an appreciable saving of time and handling to he
effected.
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TELEGRAPH MONEY-ORDER SERVICKE BETWEEN NEW ZEALAND AND FIJIL.

A telegraph money-order service between New Zealand and Fiji was instituted on the st July,
1926.

INLAND LETTER-TELEGRAMS.

The namber of inland letter-telegrams sent during the yeoar 1926-27 was 426,816, an increase of
109,332 on the number sent during the year 1925-26. This is an indication of the growing popularity
of this cheap class of message.

TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE OFFICES OPEN FOR BUSINEKSS.

Particulars of offices opened and closed during the year and remaining open at the 31st March,
1927, are as follow : Offices opened, 18; offices closed, 38; offices remaining open at 31st March, 1927,
2,192. Of this number, 247 are operated by morse, 1,831 by telephone, 4 by radio-telegraphy, and
10 are telephone toll stations only. There are also four radio stations on the mainland (Awanui,
Auckland, Wellington, and Awarua), and five in the Cook Islands. As was the cage in previous years,
the number of offices closed exceeded the number opened. The excess of closing over opening is due
to the extension of the telephone system in rural areas, thus rendering unnecessary a number of small
telephone-offices.

TELEGRAPH AND TOLIL TRAFFIC.

The figures which follow show the position in regard to telegraph and telephone trattic. Kuller
information is contained in Table 11.

Toral or aLL Crasses or MEssAGE AND VALUE THEREOF.

Increasc

—_ ‘ 192627 i 1925-26. ‘ [ncrease. per Cent.

B Lo |
Number .. .. .| 16,372,226 | 16,201,874 | 170,32 105l
Value .. L g193,096 £187,670 | £5.426 | 0688

i
]

ScHEDULE OF Paip TeELeEGrAMS, CABLE MESsAGEs, AND Torr, COMMUNICATIONS.
b

Number. Vaéue.

Ordinary. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,725,008 483,902
Urgent .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. 279,957 28,658
Press .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 555,638 76,770
Letter .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 426 816 19,133
Toll commumwhonb .. .. .. .. .. .. 329,017 372,612

1() u]() 13() 981,075
Tiess net amount paid to other Administrations on cable and radio messages . 192,586
Net total for paid messages of all codes, 1926-27 .. .. .. 16, dlb 40() 788,489
Net total for paid messages of all codes, 1926-26 .. .. - 16, 143,414 782,680

TaBrLE sHowinG Usk BY THE Punric or TerLeararu axp Tonn Services.
1926--27. 1926-26.

Number of ordinary telegrams sent per unit of population .. .. .. 3-98 4-54
Number of toll communications per unit of population . - 6-48 6:37
Number of paid messages, telegrams, or toll communications pel unit of populdtmn 11-34 11-49
Number of paid telegrams for every 100 letters posted .. .. .- 4-69 4-39

CABLE SERVICES.
DUPLICATION OF PACIFIC CABLE.

An ontstanding event in the operations of the Pacific Cable Board was the duplication of the
cable between Canada and Fiji. This is a consummation of the scheme for providing a complete
additional cable channel between Canada and New Zealand and Australia. The first portion of the
work was completed in 1923, when cables were laid between Auckland and Suva (Fiji), and between
Southport (Queenstand) and Sydney. The cable just completed comprises two sections-—one between
Bamfield (British Columbia) and Fanping Island, and the other between Fanning Island and Suva.
The contract for the construction and ]Lymg out of the Bamfield- - Fanning Island section was carried
out by the Telegraph Coustruction and Maintenance Company, of Greenwich; while the Fanning
Island -Suva section was constructed and laid by Messrs Siemens Brog., of Woolwich.
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The capacity of a single cable had for several years been obviously inadequate to carry the large
volume of traffic arising out of the introduction of the cheap-rate cable services and it had become
imperative to provide increased cable accommodation. When the first part of the programme for
duplicating the cable was carried out in 1923, it was not expedient to complete the project, as a new
method of cable-construction was then in the experimental stage. The new method has proved a
considerable advance upon the old method for long cable sections. It embodies the idea of continuous
loading—i.c., surrounding the conductor of the cable with a winding of special alloy of high perme-
ability—the result of which is greatly to reduce the attenuation of signalling-impulses, and thus to
make possible a greater speed of worl\mﬂ The capacity of the Board's new cable is thus much greater
than that of the original cable, and places the Board in the favourable position of being ablo to
afford expeditious handling to a large volume of additional traffic.

It is interesting to note that the Bamfield - Fanning Island section is the longest stretch of cable
in the world. It is nea'rly 3,500 nautical miles in length, and the depth at which it is laid is in some
places as much as 3,400 fathoms. The work of laying the cable necessitated the employment of
two cable steamers. The total cost of duplicating, including the cost of the new cables laid in 1923,
was nearly two and three-quarter million pounds. The cost has been met out of the Board’s reserve
funds; consequently, the associated Governments will not be called upon for a contribution. The
cost of the original cable laid in 1902 was £2,000,000. The expenditure of such a large amount of
money upon the extension of cable facilities with the Dominion and the Commonwealth can be
regarded as proof of the faith that exists in the future commercial progress of the two countries.

The traffic carried by the cable has been to a certain extent an index of the progress of the
Dominion. During the first year of operation the cable carried less than a quarter of a million words.
The number of words increased from two million in 1911-12 to over eight million in 1915-16, and for
the year ended 31st March, 1926, the cable handled twelve million words.

The new cable was opened for traffic from the 22nd November, 1926.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION OF PACIFIC CABLE BOARD.

The question of amending the constitution and powers of the Pacific Cable Board was discussed
at the recent Imperial Conference. It was considered that the Board had reached a point in its
development when its operations should be freed from the veto of the British Treasury. It was
conceded that the representation of the British Government on the Board should be reduced from
three members to two, thus giving Great Britain the same representation as Canada and Australia.
It was farther considered that the appointment of Chairman of the Board should no longer be the
prerogative of the British Government. Fresh arrangements were outlined regarding the amounts to be
placed to a reserve fund for the purpose of meeting the cost of maintenance and extensions to the
systern. A scheme was also evolved for the allocation to the Governments concerned of profits from
the undertaking. A Bill on these lines was recently submitted to the British House of Commons, and
will no doubt eventually be passed into law.

REPRESENTATION OF NKEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT ON PACIFIC CABLE BOARD.

From the 1st Augast, 1926, the Hon. Sir C. J. Parr, K.C.M.G., replaced the Hon. Sir James
Allen, K.C.B., as New Zealand (Government representative on the Pacific Cable Roard.

PACIFIC CABLE BOARD APPOINTMENT.

The great development of cable business in the Dominion justified the Board in appointing a
Business Manager for the Dominion. The choice fell on Mr. A. T. Markman, who retired from the
position of Secretary of the Department on the 3ist October, 1926, to take up his new duties. In
Mr. Markman the Board has secured the services of a gentleman well fitted by his expert acquaintance
with telegraph matters over a long period of years to take such a position.

RIEDUCTIONS IN CABLE RATES.

The service of daily letter-telegrams was extended from the 17th March, 1927, to messages exchanged
between New Zealand aud the United States of America.

From the 3rd February, 1927, the ordinary rate to Labrador via Pacific was reduced to 2s. and
the deferred rate to 1s. 1d. per word. From the same date the ordinary rate to Newfoundland via
Pacific was reduced to 1s. 10d. and the deferred rate to 11d. per word.

Tt is satisfactory to record that from the 1st February, 1927, the cable rate to Great Britain and
reland by both the Eastern and the Pacific routes was further reduced to 1s. 11d. per word for the
ordinary rate and 114d. per word for the deferred rate. The rate by the Pacific route o all Canadian
States was reduced from the same date by 3d. per word for ordinary and 1d. per word for deferred
messages.

Frow the 1st February, 1927, the Government rate to Canada and Newfoundland via Pacific
was reduced by 14d. per word.
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RESTORATION OF WEEK-END CABLE SERVICE.

The week-end cable service via the Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph
Company’s cables, which was suspended on the bth August, 1914, was restored to Great Britain,
Northern Ireland, and the Irish Free State from the 1st November, 1926.

CABLE TRAFFIC.

The number of cable messages, excluding Press, sent from New Zealand to international offices
shows an increase of 0-51 per cent. on the number sent during 1925-26, and the nimber sent to
Australian offices shows an increase of 1-22 per cent. Messages received from international offices
increased by 1-87 per cent., and messages from Australia decreased by 0-33 per cent.

The proportion of cable messages sent “ via Pacific ” was less than that sent by the same route
during the previous year, the percentages being 64-29 and 65 respectively.

The following table shows the total number of cable messages, excluding Press, forwarded by each
route during each of the past five years; also the percentage of such traffic falling to each.

Paorrrc. EASTERN.
Year. ‘ Messages. ' Pg;‘c';ﬁz:{g.e Year Messages. };efr('j:e;ta‘aﬁge
‘t | o
1922-23 i 157,895 67-4 1922-23 76,455 ; 32-6
192324 ‘ 167,922 65-9 1923-24 86,797 341
1924--25 i 185,680 65-3 i 1924--25 98,571 347
1925-26 | 204,586 65 1925.-26 110,146 35
1926--27 204,061 6429 1926--27 113,355 35-71
_ i

Press messages numbering 3,090 were sent via Pacific and 4,183 via Eastern, compared with
3,163 and 4,827 respectively during 1925-26. The number received via Pacific was 6,671 and via
Eastern 3,916, compared with 5,921 and 4,208 respectively.

The following table shows the total number of each class of message, exciuding Press, forwarded
during 1926-27, as compared with the number forwarded during 1925-26 :—

1926-27. ‘ 1925-26.
Forwarded. i Received. " Porwarded. | Received.
o - S T |
Full-rate international cable messages . .. 82,128 78,498 84,074 | 81,115
Deferred international cable messages .. .. 23,629 23,895 21,263 = 21,642
Daily letter-telegrams .. .. .. .. 33,116 24,554 31,849 . 21,086
15,3562 28,020 15,837

Week-end telegrams .. . . oy 27,274 \
Australian cable messages 89,954 | 88,527 ' 96,266 1 98,592
Australian night-letter telegrams 61,406 | 51,913 | 53,260 o 42,327

Totals .. . y .| 317,406 | 282,739 314,732 | 280,599

(For further statement of the Dominion’s cable business see page 39.)

EXTENSIONS TO TOLL AND TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS. |

The most important work undertaken during the year in connection with the extension of the
toll and telegraph systems was the erection of a new trunk telephone circuit between Christchurch
and Seddon. This work was prosecuted vigorously with a view to providing at the earliest possible
date a greatly extended range of toll communication both within the South Island itself and between
the North and South Islands. In addition to providing a valuable link for communication between
Christchurch and Wellington, the erection of this trunk line will render possible a rearrangement of the
existing circuits between Christchurch and Blenheim, which will considerably improve the toll
facilities between Christchurch and the North Canterbury exchanges.

A considerable number of lines of less general importance were erected during the year.
These either gave service to localities which had previously not enjoyed the privileges and convenience
of the telephone, or provided relief between places where traffic congestion had been acute. In
addition, a great deal of reconstruction work wasg carried out both for the purposes of improving the
stability and increasing the accommodation of pole-lines and for rearranging the circuits so as to
increase their earning-power. A number of earth-working circuits were converted to metallic,
this course being rendered necessary owing to the erection of high-power electric wires. Altogether
the traffic-carrying capacity of the network of toll and telegraph circuits throughout the Dominion
was considerably increased during the year,
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The following is a list of places between which existing cirenits were improved or new circuits
were provided :—

Thames—Coromandel. Hastings—Taradale.
Hamilton—-Matamata. Hastings—Fernhill.
Kohukohu-Kaitaia. Taradale-Meeanee.
Kaeo—~Mangonui. Napier—Kotemaori.
Auckland—Paparoa. Napier—Putorino.
Auckland—Ruawai. Wanganui - Palmerston North
Auckland-Maungaturoto. Wanganui-Hawera.
Hamilton-Raglan. Eltham-Moeroa.

Aotea—Raglan. Woodville-Kumeroa.
Kawhia—Oparau. Wellington—Porirua,

Te Kumi - Waitomo Caves. Wellington-Plimmerton-Pahautanui.
Taupiri-Orini. Nelson—-Murchison.
Auckland-Papakura. Glenhope-Murchison.
Auckland-Manurewa. Motueka — 8andy Bay — Umulkuri.
Auckland--Pukekohe. Murchison —~ Owen River.
Auckland-Waiuku. Murchison—Longford.
Auckland--Patumahoe. Owen Junction — Gowan Bridge.
Auckland-Tuakau. Greymouth—Reefton.
Pukekohe-Waiuku--Patumahoe. reraldine — Peel Forest.
Waiuku-Waipipi. Dunedin--Invercargill.

Pukekohe — Paparata Valley. Dunedin-Gore.

Patumahoe -- Waiau Pa. Ranfurly—Poolburn.
Auckland-Henderson. Clyde-Cromwell.
Henderson--Glen Fden. Invercargill-Wyndham.

Napier -Gishorne. Gore-Wyndham,

INTER-ISLAND TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION,

The submarine portion of the continuously loaded four-core inter-Island telephone cable which
was laid across Cook Strait in March, 1926, and of the laying of which an account was given in last
year’s report, was brought into use immediately to provide continuous telephone service between
Wellington and the Nelson, Blenheim, Picton, and Seddon Exchanges. From the 17th August, 1926,
the facility of toll communication with Wellington was extended to the Canvastown, Havelock,
Hillersden, Rai Valley, and Ward Exchanges. It was not possible to extend the range of communica-
tion beyond those limits until other works had been completed. These works included the laying
and jointing of a trench cable between the extremities of the submarine cable and the Wellington and
Seddon Exchanges respectively, the installation of telephone repeater equipment (valve amplifiers)
at Wellington and Seddon, and the construction of an open aerial trunk telephone circuit between
Seddon and Christchurch.

To hridge the gaps between the landing-points of the submarine cable and the Wellington and
Seddon Exchanges respectively it was necessary to lay eight and a half nautical miles of trench cable---
three miles and a half of which was laid between the Wetlington Central Exchange and Lyall Bay, and
five miles between the Seddon Exchange and the mouth of the Blind River.

To facilitate handling and transport at this end the trench cable was shipped from London in
lengths of 520 yards.  Although elaborate electrical tests had been made at the manufacturers’ works
to determine the best method of jointing-up the cores in the various lengths supplied, it was necessary
to repeat the tests at Wellington before the Jaying of the cable was commenced, in order that any
necessary adjustments could be made in the jointing scheme in the event of its being found that any
appreciable change had taken place in the electrical characteristics of the cable through the extensive
handling that it had undergone before it reached the Department’s stores.

In a cable of this kind there are eight different methods of jointing the four cores together at each
joint, and it is necessary to determine the order in which the various lengths should be laid and which
of the eight core combinations should be adopted at each joint so that the electrical characteristics
of the cores may be accurately halanced one against the other. This condition of balance is essential
in order to ensure immunity from cross-talk and over-hearing between the telephone circuits, and to
eliminate any interference in the telephone circuits caused by the transwnission of telegraph signals
over the superimposed telegraph circuits.

By the use of suitable terminal apparatus, three telephone circuits and four single-current telegraph
circuits will be operated over the four cores of the cable.

It is satisfactory to note that the final tests of the completed cable from the Wellington Central
Exchange to the Seddon Exchange show that its efficiency in every respect is the same as when it was
despatched from the works.

The new building at Seddon for housing the telephone repeater equipment associated with the
cable was completed in November, 1926. The repeater equipment was delivered in the Dominion
early in February, 1927, and installation at Wellington and Seddon is now in progress. It is
expected that the equipment will be tested out and ready for use about the end of June, 1927.
The construction of the telephone trunk circuit between Seddon and Christchurch, referred to at
page 23, should also be completed in June; and it may be expected that the inter-Island
telephone service will be extended about that time to permit of toll service being available between
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Christchurch, Blenheim, and Nelson Exchanges on the one hand, and exchanges in the North Island
as far as Napier and Waunganui on the other. In addition, it is expected that subscribers in the
Auckland City area will be able, by means of o special trunk cirenit which exists between Wellington
and Auckland, to communicate with subseribers in the Christchureh, Nebon, and Blenbein areas.
It is intended, by the use of additional repeating apparatus at suitable points, to extend the range
of inter-Island telephone communication, but the extent to which this will be dene will depend
Targely upon technical and other conciderations, not the least important of the latter being the
extent to which the public avails itself of the new long-distance circuits.

TOLL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN KINGSTON AND QUEENSTOWN.

The Queenstown--Kingston morse circuit was converted to a toll circuit from the 30th July, 1926.
This enables Queenstown to communicate by telephone with Invercargill via Kingston and Lumsden.

TARIFF FOR TRUNK-LINE CALLS.

A concession in the charge for toll communications has been granted by permitting half rates
to operate from 8 p.n. instead of 9 pm. The tariff has also been amended to provide for the
cost of calls up to three minutes for distances beyond 150 miles being reduced for each additional
ten miles or fraction thereof from 2d. to 1d. During the howrs from 8 pan. to midnight and from
6 a.m. to & a.m. the rate is reduced to 4d. TFrom midnight to 6 a.m. for calls up to six minutes, at
distances beyond 150 miles, the rate is 4d. for each additional ten miles or fraction thereof.

The reduction on long-distance messages will be of special benefit when the Cook Strait telephone-
cable is available for through tratfic. TFor example, between Auckland and Christchureh the charge
{or a three-minute message under the existing rate will be 4s. 1d. less than what it would have been
before the rate was reduced.

EFFECT OF HIGH-TENSION LINES,

The ramifications of extra-high-tension power-lines, which now extend to practically cvery part
of the Dominion, and in many cases parallel telegraph and telephone eircuits for long distances,
necessitate departmental lines heing maintained in the highest state of efficiency. Notwithstanding
this, damage to departmental apparatus hag occurred and severe acoustic shocks have been received
by employees due to faults on power lines affecting induetively communication circuits in the vicinity
of such faults. The conversion of earth-working toll lines and telephone-exchange systems to metallic-
circuit working, so as to eliminate induective interference from high-power lines, continunes. This,
together with the provigion of protective devices, adds congiderably to the cost of giving service,

MACHINE-PRINTING TELEGRAPHS,

The success attending the introduction of machine-printing apparatus has led the Department to
extend the system. Since April, 1926, Wanganui has been enabled to work with Auckland and
Christchurch through automatic retransmitters at Wellington. The installation of machine-printing
apparatus at Napier for communication with Auckland and Wellington was completed on the 31st
March, 1927. TIn addition, facilities were provided at Napier for automatically relaying traffic between
Wellington and Auckland, thus affording an alternative multiplex route between those places, which
should be of great value when the normal routes are interrupted.

The total length of the cireuit over which the machine-printing system is now operating in New
Zealand is 2,298 miles, from which are derived 9,192 miles of two-way channels of commnuuication.
As the multiplex circuits are arranged at present, sixty-four messages can be transmitted between
the various terminal stations simultaneously. The rate of transmission being forty words per minute,
the aggregate traffic-carrying capacity of the various multiplex circuits is 2,560 words per minute.
Without the multiplex, the maximum traffic-carrying capacity of the same circuits would be only
800 words per minute. It is the intention of the Department to install the new system in other
centres as traffic and circumstances warrant.

Tt is interesting to note that Mr. Donald Murray, the inventor of much of the machine-printing
apparatus used by the Department, who recently visited the Dominion, expressed great admiration
of the skill displayed by the Enginecring Branch of the Departruent in installing and operating the
apparatus from written instructions alone. :

Machine-printing apparatus was installed in the office of the Pacific Cable Board at Auckland on
the 6th August, 1926 ; and a trial is being made of direct communication between Wellington and
the terminal station of the Board in Auckland. The arrangement has the effect of eliminating the
delay arising out of the handling in the Anckland Telegraph-office of cable messages from Wellington.

MAINTENANCE OF LINES.

Notwithstanding a number of storms of exceptional severity during the year, telegraph and
telephone communication was satisfactorily maintained.

An exceptionally heavy gale during the night of Saturday, the 11th July, 1926, and on Sunday,
the 12th idem, caused considerable damage to telegraph, toll, and exchange circuits in various parts
of the Auckland District, service in many cases being totally interrupted,

4—F. 1,
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Heavy floods on the west coast of the South Island in October, 1926, caused complete isolation
by telegraph and telephone of Westport and the surrounding district. Notwithstanding the fact that
poles and lines were carried away over an extensive area, and bridges and roads were destroyed, the
Fngineering Branch performed, under extremely arduous conditions, most ereditable work in promptly
restoring communication, Duunn the height of the flood the s.s. “ Kaiwarra,” which was anchored
in the Westport roadstead, communicated particulars of the flood to a ({epartmental radio coast
station. This is noteworthy as being the first occasion upon which a wireless installation on board a
vessel has been used to report particulars of interruptions to New Zealand land lines.

In Novembher, as a result of a severe gale in North (‘anterbury, accompanied by heavy rain,
telegraphic communication between Wellington and Christchurch was totally interrupted.

On the 2nd December, owing to the mine disaster at Dobson, all the main lines north of Grey-
mouth were interrupted for a short period.

On the night of the 25th March all lines on the east coast of the South Island were interrupted
six miles north of Kaikoura. The interruption was due to an iron roof being blown on to the wires.
On the west coast also exceptionally stormy conditions caused disloeation of all wires east and south
of Greymouth.

In no case was there any avoidable delay in restoring commrinication ; and in most cases the
work was carried out under extremely arduous conditions.

POLES AND WIRE.

During the year 75 miles of pole-line and 2,174 miles of wire were erected or acquired for
telegraph and telephone (toll) purposes, while 72 miles of pole-line and 344 miles of wire were
dismantled, or, in localities where no longer required by the Department, sold to settlers for use as
private telephone-lines.

The lengths of pole-line and wire in use for telegraph and telephone toll purposes on the 31st
March, 1926 and 1927, mspectlvely, were as follow :—

Year ended Year ended

> - Vi
Pole-line and Wire. 314t March, 1926. 81t March, 1927,

13,155% 13,158

59,902%* 61,732

Miles of pole-line .. - . . .. . ..
Miles of wire .. ’

* Revised figures.

The telegraph and telephone wire in nse on the 31st March, 1927—viz., 61,732 miles—is classified

as under :— Miles.
Used exclusively for telephone toll traffic . .. . .o 4,713
Used exclusively for telegraph traffic .. .. 10,995
Used simultaneously and (or) conjointly for TPIPVI .1ph and te]ephone toll
traffic . . . .. .. . .. 46,024

The total length of wire that may be used for telephone toll traffic is therefore 50,737 miles ; the
total length that may be used for the transmission of telegrams, 57,019 miles; and the length of
telephone toll-lines over which telegrams may be transmitted by telephone, 23, 385 miles. The total
length of Morse circuit derived from the superimposing of telephone circuits is 12,259 miles, and the
total length of additional telephone toll circuit improvised from the existing wire circuits by the use
of subsidiary apparatus associated therewith (so-called phantom working) is 4,740 miles.

The following table shows the class and number of telegraph instruments and batteries in use at
telegraph-offices for the vear ended 31st March, 1927 :—
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NEW ZEALAND SUBMARINE CABLES,

The¥Pacific Cable Board’s cable-steamer ** Lris ” was chartered in November, 1926, for the repair
of two of the Cook Strait telegraph-cables, one of which (No. 3 OB), had been out of commission since
July, 1924, owing to the development of a pronounced earth fault about 400 yards from the Oteronga
Bay cable-hut. The second cable (No. 2 OB), became faulty early in November, 1926, in this case
also owing to a pronounced earth fault. Klectrical tests placed the fault approximately eight
nautical miles from White Bay. There are six telegraph-cables connecting the North and houth
Islands, three of which are laid between White Bay and Oteronga Bay, two between White Bay and
Lyall Bay, and one between Ditfenbach (Queen Charlotte Sound) and Titahi Bay. The postponcmcut
of repairs to the cable that was interrupted in 1924 was rendered possible by the increased carrying-
capacity of the r'vmnining cables due to the extended use of the multiplex machine - printing
telegraph system. T'he loss of the services of one cable does not now cause any appreciable delay
on telegraph trafiic, and o considerable saving in expenditure is eflected by ddaymg the charter of
the cable-repair steumer until two or more ca ables require attention. :

While the  Iris 7 was taking in cable from the Department’s tanks at Wellington for the repair
of the two cables referred to above, a break was reported in No. 4 Lyall Bay — White Bay cable.
Tests showed this break to be about fifteen nautical miles from Lyall Bay.

Unusual difficulties were met with in effecting repairs to the cables, the skill of the ship’s officers
and crew being taxed to the utmost. From the moment the vessel entered Cook Strait she encountered
strong gales and heavy seas, which frequently forced her to seek shelter in Port Underwood. 1In
addmon strong spring tides, which were running up to five knots off Oteronga Bay, rendered the
operation of grappling doubly difficult, the irons being lifted from the sea-bed by the force of the
current and in several instances being carried under the ship. Much time was spent in searching for
the faulty cable about cight nautical miles from White Bay. It wag found that the cables in this
locality had becorue buried under a layer of silt from the Wairau River, and dragging with grapnels,
which search to o depth of 14 in. in the mud, failed to discover any trace of the faulty cable. TFinally
it was decided to grapple five miles farther out to sea, at which point the cable was picked up, and
from there it was taken in until the fault was located.

The repairs to all three cables were completed a few days before Christmas, the ship having spent
almost five weeks on the work.

Repairs to the Bluff ~ Stewart Island cable also were effected. These repairs involved the
laying of three-quarters of a mile of cable at the Bluff end. The work was carried out with the
aid of one of the boats used in the ovster trade, the repair cable being shipped from Wellington
to Bluff in one of the Union Steamship ‘Clo.’s constal steamers.

The survey of Oteronga Bay was completed in June, 1926. This work necessitated the taking
of numerous soundings and the sweeping of a large area in the bay so that a safe anchorage could be
found for ships that might be required to undertake repair work in this locality. The survey was
carried out by Captain Whiteford, of the Marine Department.

WIRELESS SERVICES.
INTERNATIONAL RADIOTELEGRAPH CONFERKNCLE.

An Indernations) Radiotelegraph Conference will be held at Washington, U.S.A., during 1927,
The Department will be represented by the Clief Telegraph Kngineer, Mr. A. Gibbs, M.LEK.. The
last conference was held in London in 1912, In view of the great advance in the science during the
last fifteen years, the need for international agreement and regulations upon the many aspects of radio-
telegraphy and radio-telephony has become increasingly evident. Broadeasting by radio-telephony,
radio-beacons, and radio-goniometric stations are some of the related aspects of the science that will
no doubt be made subjects of international pronouncements. ~Apart from the object of co-ordinating
regulations adopted by individual countries, it is likely that much useful information will be obtained
from an intimate knowledge of the experience gained and the conditions pertaining in other countries.
In particular, it is expected that international regulations will be framed regarding the wave-lengths
to be allotted to the various radio-electric services.

NEW ZEALAND COAST STATIONS: EQUIPMENT, OPERATION, ETC.
AUCKLAND.

Walve Transmatier and Recetver.—In addition to a valve transmitter which was provided for the
purpose of eliminating interference by morse to broadcast listeners, a new receiver has been instulled
at Radio-Auckland.  As this station is situated in the centre of the city, considerable interference
from tramways, electric motors, &e., is encountered. This, together with the incidence of broad-
casting in Auckland, necessitates special attention being paid to the receiving-apparatus. The present
receiver is designed to eliminate as far as possible interference of this nature.

AWARUA.

Short-wave working.—A modern short-wave receiver has been installed at this station. The
experimental low-power short-wave transmitter has also been rewired on modern lines, and has
been the means of effecting a marked saving in power-consumption. By means of this set traffic has
been exchanged with the R.M.S. “ Makura ~ throughout the vessel’s voyages between New Zealand
and San Francisco.
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During the whaling season just ended u considerable volume of traffic was exchanged between
Radio-Awarua and the whaling-ships in the Antarctic.  Owing to the great distance of these ships
from Radio-Awarna—-the nearest coast station—it was necessary in past years to resort to high-power
working in order to clear traffic for the vessels. This .year, however, all traffic was handled on short
waves. i

Battery-charging Plant.—By the installation atjRadio-Awarua of anllelectric-power rectifier, the
accumulators can now be charged from the hydro-electric-power supply.  Previously the method of
charging these cells was by means of a generator driven by au internal-combustion engine.

Provision of Note-filter.—A special note-filter was installed during February to improve reception
from the British high-power station at Rugby. The filter 1s proving very efficient.

WELLINGTON.

Demolition of Mast.—-A gale of exeeptional severity which raged in Wellington on the 12th May,
1926, caused the demolition ut the aerial tower at Radio- We]hngton The tower was of the self-
supporting type, 165 ft. in height, and was constructed of galvanized angle-steel. Examination of
thu mast after the fall showed that the collapse had been due to the shearing-off of the bolts by which
the tower had been secured to the concrete base.  Within u few minutes (Lftu the crash a termporary
antenna was improvised and the normal watch for distress-signals was re-established. The following
day a 60 ft. steel mast and a new antenna were erected, and the normal traflic service was resumed.

Awaxur,

Routine maintenance only was carried out at this station, which continued to handle efficiently
a large volume of traffic between New Zealand and the Pacific islands.

Opportunity was taken during the vear to conduct experiments in low-power short-wave worl\mg
with Radio -Apia (Sanioa), and the result of these experiments has been of considerable value in
connection with the projected short-wave service between Radio-Wellington and the Pacific islands.

Cnatruam Istanps.

A party of workmen was despatched to Chatham Islands on the 22nd February, 1927, to undertake
the repainting and overhaul of the steel tower.

In consequence of the collapse of the steel tower at Wellington Radio-station, it is deemed desirable
to provide stays for the Chatham Islands tower, which is also of the self-supporting type, 150 ft. in
height. This is being done in conjunction with the repainting and overhaul of the tower.

WIRELESS TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN AUCKLAND
HARBOUR AND TIRITIRI.

By arrangement with the Auckland Harbour Board, wireless telegraph and telephone communi-
cation was established in October, 1926, between King’s Wharf, Auckland, and Tiritiri Island, in
the Hauraki Gulf. Bach station has a power of 10 watts and operates on a wave-length of
200 metres. The stations are owned and operated by the Auckland Harbour Board.

PROPOSED SHORT-WAVE SERVICE BETWEEN NEW ZEALAND AND THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS,

Apparatus for experimental short-wave transmission is now being installed at Radio-Wellington
with o view to providing direct short-wave communication with the Pacific Islands in which New
Zealand is interested, thus obviating the relaying of traffic by Radio-Apia.

Kxperiments with improvised apparatus have for some time been carried out between Awanui
(New Zealand) and Apia (Samoa), with very satisfactory results. During the course of these experi-
ments it has heen clearly demonstrated that short-wave working with low power is frequently practi-
cable when atmospheric interference renders high-power long-wave working an impossibility.

Tf the results of further experiments which are to be conducted shortly are as satisfactory as is
anticipated, and certain difficulties confronting simultaneous commercial- and short-wave communi-
cation, &c., can be successfully overcome, it is probable that short-wave signalling will be utilized by
New Zealand coast stations to a much greater extent than in the past.

OPENING OF RADIO-STATIONS IN PACIFIC ISLANDS.

Inter-Island radio communication in the Pacific islands was extended during the year by the
crection of radio-stations at Aleipata (VMCN), Fagamalo (VMCP), Tuasivi (VMCQ), and Salailua
(VMCZ) in the Samoan Group, and at Fakaofo (VMCY) in the Tokelau or Union Group. 'The
stations are titted with low-power valve transmitters, and communication is with Apia only. Telegrams
from New Zealand are accepted at the rate of 1s. 2d. per word.

VALUE OF RADI()-'J‘ELEGRAPHY TO SHIPS IN DISTRESS.

The wreck of the s.s. * Manaia ” on the 10th June, 1926, exemplified in a marked degree the value
of wireless 1nstallat10ns on coastal ships.  The “ Manaia 7 carrying sixty passengers from Tauranga
to Auckland, struck Slipper Island at 11.30 p.m. and wuas held fast on the rocks. Immediately the
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ship struck she communicated with Radio-Auckland, whence the information was broadcast to other
ships, enabling arrangements to be made for the prompt despatch of the steamer * Rimu.” In
addition, Radio-Auckland intercepted by radio at 2 a.m. the s.s. ** Ngapuhi,” bound from Whangarei
to Auckland, whereupon she was diverted to the assistance of the * Manala.” The passengers and
crew of the ill-fated vessel were subsequently transferred to the steamers ** Rimu > and * Ngapuhi,”
and brought on to Auckland. The *“ Manaia ” was abandoned.

The R.M.S. *“ Makura,”” outward bound from Wellington on the 14th September, 1926, received
at 8 pm, a lamp signal from a small unknown vessel to the effect that the signalling ship was
short of coal. The “ Makura™ (an oil-fuel ship) promptly repeated the message by radio to
Radio - Wellington, which station immediately notified shipmasters and others concerned.  The
vessel in distress was later found to be the small fishing steamer ° Awarua,” which was some
days overdue from Chatham Islands en route to Wellington, Two tugs, the “Toia” and the
“Terawhiti,” were despatched from Wellington in search of the distresced vessel. TLater H.M.S.
“ Dunedin,” which was carrying out gunnery practice at sea, was communicated with. The
“ Dunedin ”’ also participated in the search, and ultimately found the “ Awarua,” which had been
blown by the gale up the east coast of the North Island almost to Iast Cape.

Advice was received on the 15th October, 1926, that the s.s. “ Omana ” was ashore on Tiritiri
Island, in the Hauraki Gulf. The vessel was not fitted with wireless, but the s.s. “ Clansman,” which
carried an installation, stood by and passed messages to Radio-Auckland. The * Omana ” was
refloated the same day.

In addition to rendering valuable assistance in cases of ships in distress, the New Zealand radio-
stations receive and broadcast to navigators messages relating to the position and nature of derelicts
and other dangers to navigation, the failure of hght buoys and other signalling-apparatus to function,
as well as messages of a general character intended for the guidance of mariners.

INSTALLATION OF RADIO BEACON STATION.

The installation of a radio beacon station at Cape Maria Van Diemen in the behalf of the Marine
Department was completed on the 20th August, 1926.  After undergoing tests the station was brought
into operation on the 1st December, 1926.  Any ships within range which are fitted with the requisite
apparatus are able to take their bearings by means of the radio signals automatically transmitted from
the beacon during conditions of low vmblllty Masters of vessels desiring the heacon to operate in
normal conditions may communicate with the beacon by way of the Awanui Radio-station.  Sinee
the inception of the service the beacon has operated satisfactorily. The wave-length employed is
1,000 metres. This, the first installation of its kind in the Dominion, can be regarded as a striking
instance of the manner in which radio science is being applied for the protection and assistance of ships
at sea.

WEATHER REPORTS FROM SHIPS AT SHA.

Arrangements have been made for the reception at New Zealand radio coust stations from ships
at sea of weather-report telegrams for the Meteorological Office.

EXAMINATION FOR SHIP OPERATORS CERTIFICATES.

Commencing in November, 1926, arrangements were made for special monthly cxaminations iu
operating to enable holders of second-class certificates in radio-telegraphy to qualify for first-class
certificates.

BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS MESSAGES.

The hope expressed in last year’s report that reliable reception in New Zealand of the British
official radio messages transmitted from the high-power station at Rugby, England, would soon be
accoraplished has been realized. After o number of experiments and consequent improvements in
the receiving-apparatus at the Radio-Awarua station, these messages are being successfully received
except during times of abnormal atmospheric conditions. Considerable interference from other
liuropean high-power stations was at first encountered, but by means of a filtering-device such inter-
ference has been overcome. The messages received are supplied by the Prime Minister’s Depart-
ment to the United Press Association for distribution to newspapers. As they emanate directly
from the British Government, their purport may be considered as an authentic and informative
summary of news of an Imperial and international character. Not the least valuable aspect of such
direct touch with the Home Government will be the probable correct moulding of public opinion on
subjects of Empire concern.

RECEPTION OF TRANS-ATLANTIC RADIO TELEPHONY.

Since August, 1926, tests have been made with a view to ascertaining the extent to which the
trans-atlantic telephone transmissions between Rugby and New York could be heard in New Zealand.
The tests clearly indicate that speech can be received when conditions are favourable, but many
difficulties will have to be overcome before speech can be reliably received over such an extrenie
distance.
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RSTABLISHMENT OF BEAM RADIO SERVICE BETWEEN GREAT BRITATN AND CANADA.

The British Administration has notified the opening on the 25th October, 1926, of a radio tele-
graph service operating on the beam system between ({reat Britain and Canada. Telegrams by this
route bear the instruction ** Empiradio.”

1

RADIO-TELEPHONE BROADCASTING.

In conformity with the agreement hetween the Department and the Radio Broadeasting Company
of New Zealand, Ltd., modern broadeasting stations have been opened at Auckland and Christehureh,
The building for the Wellington station is now in course of erection. It is of interest that the
apparatus to be installed at Wellington is claimed to be greater in power-output than any station in
operation in the Empire. with the exception of the Daventry station in England.

While it is hardly to be expeeted that the talent available for broadeasting can be as varied or of
as uniformly high quality as that obtainable in countries offering a wider selection of artistic talent,
it is the intention of the Department to insist, as far as possible, that the programmes broadcast shall
be of a high standard, not only in musical and artistic items, but also in the lectures and instructional
talks, Tt is the desire of the Department to afford this modern adjunct of civilization every facility
to achieve the same wide popularity that it enjoys in other countries.

ELIMINATION OF INTERFERENCE TO BROADCAST TLISTENERS.

Radiating Receivers—In its campaign against interference to broadeasting services the Depart-
ment is not overlooking that most annoying element, the oscillating, or “ howling,” valve in radio
receivers. Notwithstanding the publicity given to the directions for correct manipulation of radio
receivers, it is evident that many listeners, probably in most cases by reason of their zeal to receive
signals from far-distant or low-powered stations, are unmindful of these directions, which are given in
their own interests. In consequence there is little abatement of the nuisance. The efforts of the
Department to combat this form of interference include the examination of the various types of
receiving-sets before their use is authorized, with a view to preventing the bringing into use of receivers
which, despite reasonably skilled manipulation are likely to cause interfering radiation. A diagram of
the circuit, or the trade name of the receiver, proposed to be used is required to be furnished by each
applicant for a receiving-station license. From the information thus obtained many undesirable sets
have been detected and their use prohibited. With the continually inereasing variety of receivers,
the work of investigating the interfering properties of the various types has attained some magnitude,
involving as it does in many cases tests of the instruments under actual working-conditions. With
a view to locating offending apparatus the Department is now providing direction-finders for the use
of its Radio Inspectors. Tn addition to detecting offending apparatus these officers are required to
advise radio listeners in the correct manipulation of their receivers. The direction-finders will be used
also for detecting unlicensed stations.

Amendment of Rules regarding Ship Transmissions-—A further factor in the elimination of morse
interference to broadcast-listeners was the amendment in September, 1926, of the rules governing
radio-telegraph transmission by ships in the vicinity of the New Zealand coast. Formerly ships were
not permitted to transmit on a wave-length of 450 metres when they came within a radius of twenty-
five miles from the nearest commercial station. Under the amended rules, ship stations are forbidden
to use the 450-metre wave-length during the evening broadcasting sessions when they come within
a 400-mile radius of a New Zealand coast station. During the rest of the day transmissions on a
450 metre wave-length are permitted except when ships are within a radius of 100 miles of a coast
station.

Installation of Valve Transuiiters at Commercial Coast Stations—The combined continuous-wave
and interrupted-continuous-wave valve transmitter, to which reference was made in last year’s report,
has since been brought into use at Radio-Auckland. The low-power valve transmitting-set which
was temporarily in use at that station has been transferred to Radio-Awarua for use during broad-
casting hours. In consequence of these and similar installations at other stations, interference to
broadeasting caused by morse transmissions from New Zealand coast stations has been almost entirely
eliminated.

Inductive Interference from Power Lines and Eleclrical Apparatus—It is pleasing to record that
ready assistance is being rendered by some electric light and power supply authorities in the matter of
minimizing interference to radio reception caused by induction from faulty power lines and from
electrical apparatus. With a view to encouraging Power Boards to take up the work of locating such
sources of interference, licenses are being issued free of charge to power authorities in respect of radio
apparatus used exclusively for this purpose. In view of the obvious benefits to be derived by Power
Boards from the early detection of incipient faults in their lines or apparatus, it is anticipated that
power authorities will adopt a systematic inspection of their plant.

PRIVATE RADIO-STATTONS.

The number of radio receiving licenses in force at the 31st March, 1927, was 18,162, as against
3,588 for the preceding year. This remarkable increase may be ascribed to the opening of regular
broadcasting stations at Auckland and Christchurch,
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On the Tth August, 1926, the date on which the new station at Auckland commenced operations,
the number of receiving licenses was 4,400. This number had increased to over 5,000 on: the 1sb
September, when the new station at Christchurch was opened. At the end of December, the number
was over 12,000 and a gradual inerease took place until the 31st March. With the installation of the
new high-power station at Wellington it is anticipated that the number of licenses for the year
192728 will be double the number for 1926-27.

FAILURE TO RENEW RADIO LICENSES.

The efforts of the Department in bringing to book individuals operating radio sets without a license
met with an unexpected hindrance in the shape of a magisterial decision that {ailure to renew a license
after the 31st March of any year was not an offence under the Post and Telegraph Act.  The sitnation
was met by an amendment to the regulations in the direction of providing that every owner of
apparatus for wireless telegraphy who fails to renew a license after the 31st March shall be obliged to
dismantle the apparatus within a stipulated period to be notified in the New Zealand Gazette. Tt will
be necessary to amend the Post and Telegraph Act in the direction of providing a penalty for persons
who fail to renew licenses on the due date.

ERECTION OF WIRELESS AERIALS.

The danger arising from the erection of wireless aerials in proximity to clectrie-power civcuits
has led to the making of regulations stipulating that wireless aerials may not, without the consent
of the Power Board or other authority concerned, be erceted above or helow wires used for the
supply of electricity, or sufficiently near to cause contact in case of a Dbreak in any line. It has
also been found necessary to provide that wireless aerials shall not, without the consent of the Minister,
be erected above or below any departmental line.

DUNEDIN EXHIBITION BROADCASTING STATION.

At the close of the Dunedin Exhibition, the broadecasting station in operation there was
removed to a site near the centre of the city.

RADIO RECEIVING-APPARATUS FOR THE URE OF THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF YORK,

A radio receiving station with two loud-speaker extensions was established at Their Highnesses’
fishing camp at Kowhai Flat, Lake Tokaanu. The apparatus was erected and operated by depart-
mental officers,

TELEPHONE-EXCHANGE SERVICE.

In connection with the development of the telephone-exchange service it is interesting to note
that, while the population of the Dominion has increased by 54 per cent. during the last twenty
years, the number of telephone-exchange subscribers has increased by 550 per cent. during the same
period. Although it is not expected that this phenomenal rate of development will he maintained,
there is no definite indication that the point of saturation has yet been reached. The facilities
afforded settlers in country districts for forming rural lines comprising up to ten subscribers for
connection with te]ephone exchanges are undoub‘redly of great benefit to the settlerb, and have the
tendency of removing much of the isolation of living in S}){LT‘bPIV populated areas. It is the policy of
the Department to malxe telephone-exchange service increasingly attractive, and to bring 1t within
the reach of the bulk of the popnlation not only in the cities, but in the rural areas as well.

Evidence of the popularity of the telephone in rural areas is the fact that in the latest telephone
statistice of the world, compiled on the st January, 1925, New Zealand is shown as having a greater
number of telephones per 100 of population in rural communities than any other country in the
world, with the exception of the United States of America and Canada.

The conversion of the cabling system in the Christchurch area from aerial to underground, and
the complete reconstruction of’ The other outside distributing plant whicki is being undextaken
preparatory to the conversion of the local switching system from the manual method of operation
to automatic, was prooeeded with steadily throughout the year, twenty-six miles of ducts and ten miles
of cable bemﬂ laid. ~ As the jointing of the cable was (’ompleted the new cable-wires were brought
into operatmn thus enabling an improved service to be given to many existing subscribers.

A number of exchang% in areas in which Electric-power Boards are now operating were fitted
with new devices for ensuring greater protection against the damage likely to be caused to exchange
apparatus by contacts between telephone and power lines.

At a number of small exchanges, the ringing-facilities of the operators were improved hy the
installation of power ringers in place of pole- changers the ringing-current for which was obtained
from primary batteries,

A brief summary of the year’s operations in regard to the developmenf and maintenance of the
telephone-exchange system in ‘the Dominion is as follows i—

The opening of new magneto exchanges at Kaukapakapa, Poolburn, Omakan, Otum]ma
and Upper Moutere.
The conversion to automatic working of the magneto exchanges at Hawera and Takapuna,
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The conversion to metallic-cirenit working of the Kumara and Ross Exchanges.
The extension of the switching equipment at forty manual exchanges and three automatic

exchanges.

KF.—1.

The erection of 948 miles of pole-line and 8,666 miles of open aerial wire for telephone-
exchange subscribers’ circuits,
The laying or erecting of 168 miles of lead-covered cable containing 47,415 miles of wire for

subscribers’ circuits.

The connection of 10,593 new subscribers’ stations.

The maintenance of 132,089 telephone-stations.
The steady growth of the telephone system is exemplified in the following table,Zwhich shows
annnally since 1918 the number of exchanges, the total wire-mileage, the revenue, and the total
number of telephone-stations, together with the number of telephones for each 1,00070f population

of the Dominion :—

Number of Telephone-stations.
Year. g;fﬁgﬁrg(?: Miles of Wire. Revenue. — — Pé; *1*000
. Total. Population.
S N
£
1918 280 154,799 344,368 67,763 58-67
1919 287 165,962 373,169 72,561 61-69
1920 291 177,509 419,318 80,723 6H-26
1921 296 192,027 533,535 88,439 69-80
1922 301 207,529 614,367 94,683 72-78
1923 320 229,882 595,967 107,036 80-78
1924 327 269,421 830,470 111,441 82-67
1925 340 331,453 867,218 120,097* 87-09
1926 341 402,433 980,281 130,186* 94-40
1927 342 440,253 995,071 137,307* ‘ 9548
|

* Includes approximately 5,000 non-exchange stations.

TELEPHONE STATISTICS.

The manner in which the exchanges are classified, the number of exchanges in each class, and the
nnmber of stations connected therewith on the 31st March, 1927, are shown in the following table :—

Class 1. Class II. Class III.
Exchanges or Net- | Exchanges or Net- | Exchanges or Net-
works observing works observing works observing Class IV,
Continuous Continuous Continuous Exchanges
Attendance and Attendance and Attendance and or Networks Dominion
. having more than having 1,001 to having 201 to where the Totals.
3,500 Paying 3,600 Paying | 1,000 Paying Attendance
Subscribers’ Main | Subscribers’ Main | Subscribers’ Main | is restricted.
Stations con- Stations con- ,  Stations con-
nected therewith. | nected therewith. ‘ nected therewith.
Subscribers’ main stations 36,804 22,429 22,674 25,975 | 107,882
Toll and service stations 618 485 718 2,145 4,026
Public call offices 314 79 36 6 435
Extension stations—
P.B.X. 5,385 1,290 415 94 7,184
Ordinary 6,992 3,008 1,574 988 12,562
Telephone-stations : Class totals. . 50,113 27,291 25,477 29,208 | 132,089
Number of exchanges in each class 4 12 49 277 342
Percentage of new connections made 35 19 20 26
witheach class of exchange during

the year -

5—F. 1,
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TELEPHONE DEVELOPMENT IN NEW ZEALAND, 1910 To 1927.

PERCENTAGE INGREASE

/, - 0

' Populgﬁoh VA'ﬁimf?” !
1910 1913 1916 1919 1922 1925 1927

GRAPH DEPICTING THE PERCENTAGE INCREASE SINCE 1910 1Ny TorL REVENUE, ToLL CONVERSATIONS,
TeELEPHONE ExcHANGE REVENUE, AND SUBSCRIBERS’ STATIONS COMPARED WITH THE PERCENTAGE
INCREASE 1IN POPULATION.
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Tn addition to the stations shown in the preceding table there were 4,329 stations connected
by private telephone lines with departmental toll stations, and 889 stations connected with non-
departmental rural exchanges, making a grand total of 137,307 telephone-stations on the 31st
March, 1927.

Of the new connections made during the year, 3,685 were with Class I exchanges, 2,060 with
Class II exchanges, 2,124 with Class III exchanges, and 2,724 with Class IV (country) mchangeq
The waiting-list at these exchanges now stands at 1,443; 201; 207; and 390 respectively : total 2,241,
compared with 2 ,193 on the 31st March, 1926. The wamng-list for Class IV exchanges includes
53 applicants for connections at telephone exchanges authorized but not vet opened.

The following table shows the number of telephone-stations in each engineering district on the
31st March, 1926 and 1927, rpspectlvelv, and the percentage of increase in each case :—

Number of Stations on 31st Mareh,
Engineering District. 1926. ‘ -1927. Per.
\‘ : centage
Mai | Extensi Mai Extensio of
Sta;:)?xs. Statlp 01’1:.n Total. Stat?tl)rrlls. Sta?:iorllst1 Total. Increase.
Auckland .. .. 31,528 4,668 36,196 ‘ 33,271 “ 5,073 38,344 5.9
Wellington .. .. 44 /825 8,003 52,828 | 47,252 8,627 55,879 57
Canterbury .. .. 16,230 3,399 19,629 16,770 3,545 20,3156 35
Otago .. . 14,275 2,444 16,719 15,050 2,601 17,551 5-0
Totals .| 106,858 18,514 125 372 112 343 19,746 132,089 53
\

The number of subscribers’ stations (main and extension) connected with each of the fourteen
principal exchanges on the 31st Maxch, 1927, was—Wellington, 15,997 ; Auckland, 15,957 ; Christ-
church, 10,290 ; Dunedin, 7,390 ; Wanganui, 3,506 ; Palmerston North, 2,695; Hamilton, 2,666 ;
Gisborne, 2,583 ; Invercargill, 2,512 ; Napier, 2,503 ; Hastings, 2,369 ; Timaru, 1,883 ; Masterton,
1,860 ; New Plymouth, 1,705.

. ...The number of party and rural lines on the 31st March, 1927, was 9,152, to which were connected
35,347 main stations—an increase of 321 and 1,607 respectively on the figures for the previous year.

The following table shows, for each class of exchange, the respective percentages of business and
residential stations, also the respective percentages of individual- and party-line stations, on the
31st March, 1927 :—-

P N ¢ Class I Class 11 Class IIL (lass IV Dominion
orcentage o : Exchanges. | Jixchanges. | Exchanges. | Exchanges. | Percentages.
o !

Business stations . .. .. 42 34 l 29 24 ! 33
Residential stations .. .. 58 66 71 76 67

100 100 100 100 . 100
Individual-line stations .. N 90 74 56 41 68
Party- and rural-line stations . 10 26 44 59 32

100 100 100 100 100

The length in miles of the various items of telephone-exchange plant in existence on the
31st March, 1926, and 1927, respectively, was as follows :—-

i C'able. Wire.

[ Pole-line. | | !
Under- Aerial. In Under- In Aerial Open Aerial. ' Under all

' ground. lground Cable. Cable. J Headings.

!

In existence on 3lst | 11,067 | 722 662 247,279 76,478 78,676 402,433
March, 1926 .

Erected during year .. 948 | 106 62 | 41,739 5,676 8,666 | b6 081

Dismantled during year 93 8 89 3,687 10,802 3,172 18,261

In existence on 3lst | 11,912 | 820 635 285,331 71,351 83,571*| 440,253
March, 1927

* Includes 717 miles of earth-working circuit.
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The percentages of the total wire-mileage in underground and aerial cables and open aerial wire
respectively for the year ended 31st March, 1927, are as under :—

Telephone-exchange wire in underground cables .. .- .. 6Byper cent.
Telephone-exchange wire in aerial cables .. .. .. 16 '
Telephone-exchange wire in open aerial wires .. .. .. 19 I

In the telephone statistics of the world (compiled on the lst January, 1925) the United States
leads as regards density, with 14-2 telephones per 100 of population; Canada is second, with 11-6
telephones ; Denmark is third, with 9 telephones; while New Zealand takes fourth place, with &7
telephones. Australia and Great Britain occupy seventh and tenth places respectively, with 5-5 and
2-8 telephones per 100 of population. The number of telephones per 100 of population of the world
is 1-4.

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGES.

A noteworthy event in the history of automatic-telephone-exchange development in the Dominion
was the cutting into service at Hawera on the 29th January, 1927, of the first all-British automatic
exchange installed in New Zealand. The equipment was manufactured by the Peel Clonnor Telephone
Co., England, but the installation work was carried out by the Department’s staff. Two more all-British
automatic exchanges are in course of erection, at Dannevirke and Stratford respectively, and these
will be cut inbo service within a few months. The equipment at Dannevirke was manufactured by the
Peel Connor Telephone Co., England, and that at Stratford by Messrs. Siemens Bros., Ltd., England.

In accordance with the Department s policy, consideration is being given to the que&tlon of con-
verting to automatic working several of the larger manually-operated exchanges where the present
equipment has outlived its usefulness and where other circumstances warrant the conversion.

A considerable amount of installation work was carried out during the year at various automatic
exchanges where additional equipment was required to provide accommodation for new subscribers.

AUcRLAND METROPOLITAN AREA AND Disrricr Auvromaric TeELkrnoNE KXCHANGES.

Auckland.—Continued satisfaction with the local automatic system is freely expressed by
telephone subscribers. The number of faults showed a steady decline during the year.

The manually-operated telephone exchange at Takapuna, with 280 subsecribers, was converted to
the automatic system of operation on the 21st February, 1927, and the subscribers connected with that
exchange are now able to communicate with all other subscribers in the Auckland metropolitan
exchange area free of toll charges. The cutting into service of the Takapuna Automatic Exchange
completed the installation of the seven automatic exchanges comprising the Auckland metropolitan
area.

Delay in the receipt of apparatus to provide accommodation for additional subscribers at Mount
Eden, Remuera, Ponsonby, and Devonport Automatic Exchanges has swelled the waiting-list in
those areas. The equipment is being installed as it comes to hand, and every effort is being made to
join up the waiting applicants at the earliest possible date.

At Mount Eden and Remuera Automatic Exchanges the switch-room accommodation has been
doubled to provide for the housing of extension equipment under order.

During the year all manually-operated party lines which were previously switched at auxiliary
manual boards in the Wellesley Street Automatic Exchange toll-room were converted to the automatic
-system of operation.

Provision is now being made for the following extension to the switching equipment of exchanges
in the Auckland metropolitan area: Mount Eden (1,200 individual lines and 100 two-party lines),
Remuera (1,000 individual lines and 200 two-party lines), and Wellesley Street (3,000 individual lines
and 100 two-party lines).

Hamilton.—At the Hamilton Automatic Telephone Exchange various additions to the equipment
were effected. An extension of 200 exclusive lines was completed in September. A further extension
of the toll and rural section was put in hand in November and is now nearing completion. Extensions
to the exchange building are being proceeded with to provide accommodation for additional switching-
apparatus. The installation of an initial extension of 200 exclusive lines and 100 two-party lines is
being provided for.

No troubles affecting service occurred at Hamilton during the year.

CHRISTCHURCH METROPOLITAN AREA AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGES.

Christchurch.—Steady progress has been made with the installation of the Western Electric
automatic-exchange equipment, and all the material at present available in Christchurch is in position
and is being cabled and wired. It is anticipated that the remainder of the equipment will be available
shortly, and every endeavour will be made to have it installed and ready for Workmg durmg the year
1927-28.

The auxiliary automatic apparatus at present in use is g1v1ng satlsfactory servme, and when the
exchange is converted to full automatic working this apparatus will be available for use elsewhere.
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Duxepiy MeTrROPOLITAN AREA AND DistricT AvutroMATIC TELEPHONE "EXCHANGES.

Dunedin.—During the year the installation at the Dunedin Central Automatic Exchange of 4,000
exclusive lines, 100 two-party lines, 100 four-party lines, and the toll-board has progressed steadily.
It is now within measurable distance of completion, and it is expected that the conversion of the
present manual system to full automatic operation will be effected about the end of May, 1927. The
Dunedin Central Automatic Exchange has an ultimate capacity of 10,000 lines, while South Dunedin
and Roslyn have each an ultimate capacity of 2,000 lines.

At the Roslyn Automatic Exchange the present installation will provide for 1,000 exclusive lines
and 100 two-party lines, and at South Dunedin, for 1,300 exclusive lines and 100 two-party lines.

The installation of an air-conditioning plant at the Dunpedin Central Automatic Exchange is
complete except for final testing, which is now being proceeded with.

Oamari-—The Oamaru Automatic Telephone Exchange continues to provide an efficient and
smooth-running service which is equal to all demands made upon it.  An extension of 100 individual
lines and 10 rural Jines will be installed during the year 1927-283.

WELLINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA AND District AutoMATIiIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGES.

Wellington.—The capacity of the Khandallah Automatic Exchange was increased by 200 individual
lines, and that of Wellington South Exchange by 400 individual hn(‘q

The switch-room accommodation at the Courtenay Place Automatic Exchange is being doubled
to provide for an additional 1,000 individnal lines, 100 two- -party lines, and 200 private automatic-
exchange lines.

Extensions of 400 individual Iines at the Kelburn and Wellington South Automatic Kxchanges
respectively will be commenced during the year 1927-28.

The question of linking up with the Wellington Automatic Exchange system the telephone
subseribers in the Lower Hutt and Petone areas has been receiving close attention. The work, which
will be of some magnitude, involves additional bml(lmg-accommodatlon and the instnﬂation of
expensive automatic switching-equipment, telephones, &,

The erection of an sutomatic-exchange building at Miramar, to serve the Seatoun-lyall Bay-
Miramar area, is nearing completion. Automatic equipment to provide for 1,000 individual lines
and 100 four-party lines will be installed in the new building, and when cut into service the congestion
at the Wellington South Automatic Exchange will be relieved.

Masterton.—At the Masterton Automatic Hxchange additional switching-apparatus to provide
-for 200 exclusive lines and 100 two-party lines is in course of installation, and will be completed during
the year 1927-28.

N apier.—Steady progress was maintained with the installation of the automatic- exchange equip-
ment at Napier. The wiring is now nearing completion and is being tested, and it is expected that
everything will be in readiness for converting this exchange to the automatic system of operation
before the end of July, 1927.

Palmerston North.—Owing to the delay in the receipt of material from overseas for the completion
of extension equipment, the connection of a number of waiting subscribers at the Palmerston North
Automatic Exchange has been temporarily held up. To relieve the position, arrangements have been
made to transfer sufficient equipment from elsewhere to provide service meantime. The installation
of an additional 400 individual lines will be commenced during the year 1927-28.

Blenheim.—Additional equipment to provide for 100 individual lines and 10 toll lines is under
order and will be installed during the year 1927-28.

“ INTERPHONE ”’ INSTALLATIONS.

The ““ [nterphone ” intercommunicating telephone system used in conjunction with trunk lines
to departmental antomatic exchanges has proved a popular adjunct to business houses, and its use is
being extended throughout the Dominion.

AvuroMaTic PrivaTE BrancH ExcmaNGES.

A number of private branch exchanges of the automatic type have recently been installed in
large business establishments at Wellington, and & commencement is now being made with installations
at Auckland. Users of this system have expressed entire satisfaction with the service given, and orders
have been placed for the supply of thirty exchanges of this type. Automatic private-branch-exchange
apparatus is not stocked by the Department, but is specially assembled at the factory to meet the
varying requirements of subscribers.

A recent development of the automatic branch-exchange equipment provides for the use, at
selected extension stations, of a special type of  call-back ” telephone which enables an outside
caller on a trunk line to be held while information is obtained from « local extension telephone, and
the conversation resumed on the trunk line when desired. This special ** call-back * feature involves
the use of two pairs of wires, instead of the usual one pair, between the private branch exchange and
each extension station where a * call-back ” instrument is installed. In addition, the cost of the
““ call-back  telephone is double that of the ordinary automatlc telephone while the maintenance
costs are proportionately higher. The rate for automatic “ call-back” private-branch exchange
stations has been fixed at £6 10s. per annum.
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Hereunder is a return showing automatic-exchange equipment installed and in wse in the
Dominion on the 3lst March; 1927 — .

} Number of
Numbear f Party Lines = Number | Number Total Number \gﬁgiﬁl
of | installed. | of of Number ; + i er
Exchange. Individual _____ TIndividuai| Party- of Ext((;nsion Aut(?matic
Lines | | Line line Main . ’
installed. | Two- ' Four- | Stations. |Stations.| Stations. Stations. ']écilephone
party. | party. } ‘ ations.
‘ | |
Auckland Exchange Area— | '
Wellesley Street .. .. 7,200 .. 1 1001 5,642 250 © 5,892 | 2,179 8,071
Remuera .. .. 1,600 .. 100 | 1,595 320 1 1,915 150 2,065
Mount Eden .. . 1,600 ... 100 1,598 324 | 1,922 100 2,022
Ponsonby .. .. 1,200 .. 1 100 | 1,194 278 | 1,472 96 1,568
Onehunga .. . 400 S 365 .. 365 35 400
Devonport .. .. 50O | .. o .. 496 .. 496 30 526
Takapuna . .. 400 .. .. 281 .. 281 13 294
Christchurch Exchange Area— |
Hereford Street™® .. | 1,800 .. .. 1,492 .. 1,492 179 ‘ 1,671
St. Albans* .. Lo s00 | L 50| .. | 500 60 560
Sydenham* . . 300 | .. .. 299 | .. “ 299 32 331
Wellington Exchange Area— ‘
Courtenay Place .. .. 3,800, 100 | 100 | 3,305 ' 306 3.611 47 4,458
Wellington South .. 1,800 | 100 | 100 | 1,845f 460 ° 2,305 149 2,454
Kelburn .. .. 1,200 .. 100 | 1,060 L1221 1,182 77 1,259
Khandallah .. .. 200 | 100 | 100 22 361 392 8 400
Stout Street .. R AR 100) .. 100 | 3,976 213 | 4,189 | 3,051 7,240
Single-office exchanges— |
Blenheim .. .. 700 .. 1 100 708+ 158 866 95 961
Hamilton .. .. 1,600 .. 100 | 1,520 304 | 1,824 293 2,117
Hawera .. o 800 .. 100 722 214 936 155 1,091
Masterton .. .. 1,000 | 100 .. 996 212} 1,208 211 1,419
Oamaru .. . 700 | .. 100 739t 80 | 812 96 908
Palmerston North .. 2,000 .. 100 | 1,896 230 | 2,126 264 2,390
Wanganui .. .. 2,200 1 100 | 100 | 2,208% 386 | 2,604 555 3,159
I
Totals .. .. 1 38,800 [ OO (1,600 | 32,452 | 4,218 | 36,689 8,675 45,364
* Auxiliary apparatus. T Party lines used for individual stations.

PUBLIC CALL OFFICES (COIN IN THE SLOT).

Thirty-one new installations were made in various parts of the Dominion, and a further 89
were authorized to be made. The number of public call offices in operation on the 31st March,
1927, was 435. It is regretted that the Department was unable to comply with all the numerous
demands for public-call-telephone cabinets.

Tt has been decided to adopt new types of cabinet for further installations. One type will be of
concrete construction, while the other will be of steel framework, and will follow what is known as the
““ Kiosk ”* type, in accordance with the design of a noted English architect. From the point of view
of utility as well as from asthetic considerations both these new types can be considered as desirable
improvements upon the present type of wooden cabinet. :

The revenue from public call offices for the year ended 31st March, 1927, amounted to £27,407, an
increase of £2,220 on the figures for the preceding year.

- TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT OF TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH ENGINEERING.

Where such divergent and rapidly advancing subjects as automatic telephony, printing tele-
graphs, telephone transmission, radio telegraphy and telephony, line-construction, and submarine-
cable work have to be studied, and with the public being rapidly educated in the advantages to be
derived from the use of telephone, telegraph, and wireless services, both in business and in social
spheres, and demanding the most modern facilities, the technical staff is called upon to perform an
increasing amonnt of investigational and developmental work with a view to determining the systems
and apparatus best suited to the requirements of the Dominion. In fact, the growth in this higher
class of engineering-work has been so considerable during recent years that it has been necessary
to increase the qualified personnel of the engineering staff, and further additions to staff as well as
inicreased accommodation will probably have to be provided in the near future. It will be necessary
to obtain almost immediately supplies of modern testing apparatus and equipment so as to facilitate
investigational work and the testing of materials and apparatus, and to ensure that the Department
receives only plant and materials of a relatively high standard. '
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APPENDIX.

DESIGNATION OF OFFICES CHANGED.

Postal District. Changed from Changed to
Cook Islands Pukapuka (Cook Islands) Danger Island.
Auckland Whangaruru Whangaruru South.
Gisborne Kaiteratahi Waipaoa.
Hamilton Waimarino National Park.
Invercargill Edendale. . Edendale South.
Wanganui Ratana Ratana Pa.
Timaru Raorao Kingsdown.
Hamilton Atiamuri Upper Atiamuri.
Hamilton Atiamuri Bridge Atiamuri.
Auckland Fernielea. . Coatesville.
Blenheim Purahi The Muller.
Greymouth State Collieries Dunollie.
Auckland Taiaotea .. Brown’s Bay.
Nelson Wakapuaka .- Cable Bay.
Nelson Wakapuaka Suburban Wakapuaka.
Invercargill Hekeia . .. Longwood.
Hamilton Mahirakau Tuhua.
Auckland Maungakohatu Bryn Avon.
Invercargill Moturimu .. Northope.
Dunedin North-east Harbour Macandrew Bay.
Gisborne Kahukura Tikitiki.

CABLE BUSINESS.

The Dominion’s outward International and Australian cable business, excluding Press, for the
years 1926-27 and 1926-26 was as follows :—

INTERNATIONAL.,

Number of Value.

Messages. £
1926-27 . 166,047 182,904
1925-26 . 165,206 189,221

Increase 841 = 0-51 per cent. Decrease 6,317 == 3:33 per cent.
AUSTRALIAN.

Number of Value.

Messages. £
1926-27 .. 151,359 30,027
1925-26 .. 149,526 30,626

Decrease 599 = 1-95 per cent.

There was a total increase of 2,674 messages, and a decrease in value of £6,916. Of the total
revenue received on forwarded cable messages—viz., £212,931—£200,319 was paid to other Adminis-
trations, and £12,612 was retained by New Zealand.

Increase 1,833 = 1-22 per cent.

RECEIVED CABLE MESSAGES.

The number of cable messages received in New Zealand during the years 1926-27 and 1925-26,
exclusive of Press, was as follows :—

International. Australian.
1926-27 . 142,299 140,440
19256-26 . 139,680 140,919

Increase 2,619 = 1-87 per cent. Decrease 479 = 0-33 per cent.

The total revenue earned by New Zealand on received cable messages during the year 1926-27
was £10,306, as compared with £10,441 for 1925-26.
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RADIO-TELEGRAMS.

1925-26 was as follows :(—

The radio business transacted by the New Zealand coast stations during the years 1926-27 and

Forwarded. l Received.
Year. o Number of ] Amount 1 ) ) Number of A;Ilounn
— - i earned by [Total Value.’ S — earned by
Messages. | Words. 1 New Zealand. i | Messages. l Words. | New Zealand.
“ £ s | s
1926-27 14,748 | 173,218 3,024 6,001 | 24,592 | 277,805 4,768
1925-26 16,270 | 241,621 3,467 7,064 | 26,002 | 280,716 4,669
Increase 99
L Decrease 177,7 :522 68,403 443 1,063 1,410 |- 2,911
Table No. 1.

TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER AND AMOUNT OF MONEY-ORDERS ISSUED AND OF MONEY-ORDERS
PAYABLE IN NEw ZEALAND SINCE THE YEAR 1863.

Issued in the Dominion.

Where pavable,

o I e Total.
Year. C?.L‘éz}iiﬂon in the Dominion. United Kingdom.* ‘%;?gs:i%o?:ciss,t:;r Foreign Countries.t
No. Amount, No. Amount, No. Amount, No. Amount. No. Amount,
l
£ £ £ i £ £
1863 | 1,057 2,201 9,614 | 4,740 | 21,044 | 4,645 | 24,145 N 11,586 55,703
1873 3,562 34,288 142,642 | 11,013 48,548 | 6,150 | 28,068 52,351 219,258
| w
1883 | 9,023 | 132,232 402,559 | 26,211 . 91,634 | 14,113 | 46,940 172,556 541,133
1893 | 10,249 | 146,133 576,359 | 29,616 | 86,545 | 35,208 | 88,025 . 210,957 750,929
1903 | 15,882 | 273,535 | 1,108,067 | 63,309 | 157,790 | 59,468 | 150,368 396,312 | 1,416,225
1913| 16,872 | 516,536 | 2,821,624 100,634 | 336,992 | 73,575 | 199,158 . 690,745 | 3,357,774
1914 | 16,336 | 536,674 | 2,933,971 | 87,774 | 299,155 | 67,070 | 194,439 . 691,518 | 3,427,505
1915| 15,819 | 511,487 | 2,986,021 | 81,483 | 263,371 | 71,800 | 222,426 . . 664,860 | 3,471,818
1916 | 15,966 | 520,476 | 3,108,197 | 60,876 | 214,254 | 70,817 | 221,700 | 17,186 | 62,936 | 669,355 | 3,607,087
1917 | 16,077 | 508,209 | 2,977,997 | 54,852 | 216,835 | 63,6062 | 212,144 | 15,960 | 69,669 | 642,683 | 3,476,645
1918 | 17,487 508,813 | 3,120,183 | 48,133 | 198,452 | 61,899 | 217,512 | 19,655 113,224 | 638,500 | 3,649,371
1979 | 19,320 | 558,344 | 3,994,055 | 48,502 | 224,667 | 58,074 | 240,437 | 24,381 |144,900 | 690,291 | 4,604,059
1920 | 31,302 | 572,432 | 4,691,717 | 40,184 | 235,295 | 66,027 | 310,409 | 12,031 | 39,355 | 699,674 | 5,276,776
1921 | 31,268 | 535,897 | 4,276,158 | 52,021 | 254,342 | 67,893 | 292,036 | 13,572 | 28,284 | 669,383 | 4,850,820
1922 | 27,431 | 526,906 | 3,776,896 | 53,079 | 221,447 | 64,523 | 249,454 | 15,435 | 30,732 | 659,943 | 4,278,529
1923 | 28,357 | 545,605 | 3,849,423 | 54,461 | 223,143 | 68,044 | 284,778 | 16,869 | 32,815 | 634,979 | 4,390,159
1924 | 28,542 | 580,569 | 4,113,813 | 57,175 | 232,436 | 75,743 | 312,624 | 18,024 | 34,056 | 731,511 | 4,692,929
1925 | 28,843 | 610,972 | 4,406,461 | 64,777 | 250,439 | 72,519 | 276,050 | 18,421 | 33,280 | 766,689 | 4,977,230
1926 | 24,746 | 635,078 | 4,453,878 | 67,570 | 273,758 | 70,774 | 270,065 | 10,688 | 35,426 | 703,110 | 5,033,127
Drawn on the Dominion.
Where issued.
- ~— - Total
Year, In the Dominion. United Kingdom.* Austrai;%:sx;gsoig:;r. British Foreign Countries.t
No. \ Amount, No, Amount, No. Amount, No. |Amount, No. Amount,
L .
£ £ £ £

1863 2,067 9,169 415 1,824 558 3,078 . 3,040 14,071
1873 34,288 142,642 1,482 6,626 1,668 7,689 37,438 156,957
1883 | 132,232 402,559 3,725 15,553 5,697 23,300 141,654 441,411
1893 | 146,133 576,359 8,746 | 32,617 10,679 | 49,929 . 165,558 649,905
1903 | 293,535 | 1,108,067 13,035 | 49,181 -\ 17,777 | 68,340 304,347 1,225,589
1913 | 516,536 | 2,821,624 12,603 70,084 31,450 | 110,487 566,679 3,002,104
1914 | 536,674 | 2,933,911 11,439 60,324 30,974 | 110,032 579,087 3,104,268
1915 511,487 2,986,021 12,400 58,189 30,356 107,510 .. .e 554,252 3,151,720
1916 | 520,476 | 3,108,197 8,337 | 39,908 | 35,800 | 128,370 | 2,445 |10,587 | 567,058 3,287,162
1917 | 508,209 | 2,977,997 6,872 34,973 36,978 | 123,390 | 2,311 |10,348 | 554,370 l 3,146,708
1918 508,813 3,120,183 6,802 40,365 33,868 114,652 2,281 12,055 551,764 3,287,255
1919 | 553,344 | 3,994,955 8,498 65,526 25,697 | 104,093 | 2,410 {12,353 | 594,949 4,176,027
1920 | 572,432 | 4,691,717 8,806 67,552 22,946 | 111,325 | 1,416 | 4,420 | 605,600 4,875,014
1921 | 535,897 1 4,276,158 8,696 65,818 24,197 122,938 1,366 | 6,104 570,156 4,471,018
1922 | 526,906 | 3,776,8¢6 8,788 65,516 25,095 | 121,331 | 1,587 | 6,124 | 362,376 3,969,367
1923 545,605 3,849,423 11,042 63,313 26,042 123,703 1,813 | 8,669 584,502 4,045,108
1924 | 580,569 | 4,113,813 8,310 | 60,862 28,543 | 127,350 | 2,348 |10,309 | 619,770 4,312,334
1925 | 010,972 | 4,406,461 9,857 | 69,098 | 27,318 | 119,073 | 2,140 | 8,391} 650,287 | 4,603,023
1926 | 635,078 14,453,878 | 10,047 ! 70,048 | 28,035 | 124,952 |2,334 '10,326 | 676,394 ' 4,660,104

* Includes foreign offices to year 1915.

1 In previous years included in United Kingdom and foreign offices.



41

t |

L89°L86 869°638°¢E . S¥8°80¢ . [ P9I 18T . 9%9°0%¢ ! v 926099 | ¥F8°09c | @81°CPS | 009°G8¥ | SLG 99T | €£68°%6¢ | °° . L361-9261
€L8°336 2aL0%0°‘E .. 009 ‘$82 . 9LE 0LT . 798 °68¢€ .. 000°L09 | 8€0°¥9G | ¥E€9°8CH | LOL‘SFF | 6FG°6ST | FOPgIE | v . 95619361
630°098 £E6°998°3 . £31°89% ¢ o 183891 . L¥6°91€ | . CLELLS | 11€°6€C | LOL°STF | 999°L6¢ | 90P‘PSI | 610°L6G | - .. G%61-¥361
£PE°P08 LLLT89°F . 619°6%3 | - 882°191 . L86°663 - SLI‘8CC | QI6°LPT | LOE‘QUSS | 1$B°99E | LLGSPI | 990°C8g | °° . 5616361
230° L2 909 ¥6¥°3 - 608°882 - 139881 . 099°9L3 T LP6GLY | LLS‘OSE | GLLSPE | 9LE‘ISE | SLG0€I | EL1'T9G | - . £361-3561
€8L BEL %39°LLE‘S . LIS 8EG . Z61°L8T . £98°693 e 966°0FP | GLE69T | 189°CGE | 9L0°PIS | OSL°0BT | LSI‘68G | °° . 3361-1G61
L30°G0L 613°083°3 T 109563 . L16°Sel . 898°¥9% - $8C0TF | 6IT°09% | 0F0°CFE | 630°608 | 838°031 | gge‘Liz | ' . 13610861
016°999 038°L61°3 .. LLT1°803 . 618°011 ° 889°9%¢ v $66°96¢ | 3L0°89% | 1PE68E | COI‘OTE | LEO‘TGl | Lgeoel | *° . 0361-6161
G09°619 190°160°3 T 1844361 . L9901 v L8¢°883 " 205°18¢ | 8GL€0% | 86£°92¢ | 16L‘66% | €CG°¥IT | P@SIST | ** o 61618161
9%5 ‘8¢9 LBG 991°% . 081°961 . $¥E €01 . 96€°293 i 969°10% | 13P°89s | SIP‘LEE | 993°91S | L9S°SIT | S00°LST | - SIGT-LI6T
618°¢69 €9¥°983°G v 000°113 s 8L6°801 T e28°108 t CIZO%F | 996°09% | 1€0°¢%e | O0¥6°Gee | 689°GIT | €L8°¥81 | s L18T-9161
FIE°S3L 6L0°0L8°G . ©eFSI1e . G60° 111 v LLEFEE - LETTOF | €8€°L9T | 980°39¢ | CIT61€ | OLS'PIT | €L8°98I | - . 9161-9161
ST1°C3L L3S PIE‘T . | 0F9°62C . 90G° L0T v 1L0°93¢ v LGP PFP | G3C89% | TI0°9FE | $86°L0S | €8P°LOT | SEL°TST | *° . S161-1161
SYLTGL 3$8°883°3 .. 0£3°6P3 092901 - 0L8°G1E . TIL'SI¥ | 18C°99% | LIP‘$GE | 699°86% | €9L°€OT | 00%‘gLr | - . PI61-C16T
eLP 989 859°0L6°1 T £61°613 . GEG°GH . 90Z ‘883 t e¥6°2.98 | 601°0B% | TIS‘6LE | ¥P8‘P9s | B¥Ee‘E6 106981 | - SI61-3I6T
086°FLS 99G°138°1 T £38°061 . £69°88 T 009198 e 8EELLEE | P86 QIZ | 608°89% | €99°0¢% | 0€1‘Ss FOC 1P | T v SI61-1161
£¥6°$59 696°999°1 .. 006 1LT e £03°38 " $CR‘ 393 .- LOL'TOE | 698°106 | 1¥6°FPE | 863115 | T6L'6L S¥9 08T | °° - 1161-0161
619°LF¥ SGLFTP T i 119691 " L96°0L v £5¥ P12 . SPOTYT | 98P 091 | S89T°GRI | I6L°IBT | - 90F L9 gg8‘elr | . 016 1-6061
¢P1°68¢ 082°325°1 e 98L°€31 91639 T LLO8ST " 1L¥°L5g | SPIOFT | 88Y°BOT | G36°SST | ¥8¥‘6S o8G°L6 | CC e 60618061
008°L¥E 189°C60°1 | €6¥ PIL P01 . LE9° LG i 186°TLT . 00$°60% | PUS‘EF1 | B6E9ST | 3G0PSI | ©0B°8S 906°68 | *° . 806T-L06T
€90° P18 P9°186 $36 £61°16 T 69S° 1S v SH0°691 s €80°L8T | F8€°‘831 | 186021 | TI£°901 | SLE'¥G L1338 | . L06T-906T
6L3°9Lg ¥38°GL8 88L 809 9L e 863 ‘9% ° 913 SPT .. 08P L9T | TIE‘PI1 | €6%°S01 | £0¢°86 86 G¥ 688°FL | - e 906T-S06T
831°092 LPE C8L 889 9069 L1E 2% T 08%°0€1 . I83°%C¢T | 6£L°66 863 96 114498 £9%° 0% ¥8F‘c9 | - s €061-F061
0L0° 033 0 LOL 929 639°89 . 080°8¢ v QoL PIT s OLZ'PET | 9L3°68 929°98 606°98 F1G° L8 6L8°19 | - . FO61-€06T
G06°161 $93°919 899 398°8¥ .. 80598 v 1%9°G0T T 869611 | 00L YL €19°9L ZG1 0L 60%° 8¢ 893°9¢ | v £061-3061
LIG8LT 91€£°99g 9G6¢ s (s 2 . 831°3¢ - 80L°G6 . €99°601 | L9¥‘C9 £89°0L 98259 68z 08 635‘6% | " . G06T-1061
98 91 909 06% 098 £90°98 66L°9 GL8°€3 $0g°e1 100°12 L69°%3 089°08 0L FT 169°G¢ $88°¢1 890°89 8L¥‘e8 | .. 1061-0061
989° L¥1 L¥P19% L09 16¥°¢¢ 68G°s 68°13 L5691 LBLE9 089°0¢ 9T¥ 0L s P8E PP . 167 LL g9L‘e6 | " T 00616681
LG6°ALT 6¥%°18¥ £L9 969°3¢ €61°8 066°61 302°91 189°69 85%°82 988 ‘%9 . 166°1% .. 01L°3L 63508 | - o 66-8681
8LE‘FET 998°60¥ 83L 6L1°2¢ F06°L LLF6T | 89F°CT shLge 89693 £58°09 " | L19°s8g . 186°69 826°18 | - . $6-L681
g10°631 96L°9LE 060°1 898°3¢ 90%° L 301°81 gl ada £96°19 1L8°%3 613°%¢ . rasad . 920°%9 FEGPL | o L6-9681
89¢°831 L39°6%¢ 60°1 068°¢8 050°L 161°LT 109°€1 L8L LY 30833 $0G‘ 6F v 108°2¢ - G81°9¢ P89 | - . 96-9687
80¢°311 898°618 " 10998 06L°9 L9g°a1 $98°11 LT 'SP 23703 638°S¥ v GL6°8T . 9¥8‘6% | 90€°g9 | - .. G6-F681
300°101 68€ 483 .. E6°8e 991°9 008‘¢SIl 910°1I L89°LE 960°81 1LLLS v 19¥°c2 " 90L ‘3% 9.9 | - . $6-6681
16818 306°L¥3 . 69682 69¢°C 0883l $06°6 LPL3E 3LO9T gro‘se v §60°33 o 6¥8°8¢ q19'sy | ‘e £6-3681
932 6L £89°08% . 6£8°63 £56°‘% T19°11 8G0°6 eI 08 610°%1 09G°6% . £€8E°6T | © BaL‘ee 9IF‘y | - . %6-1681
33L 69 S16°681 . £05°¢5 9oe‘¥ BLICOT 696°L 906°CZ 62521 $0G‘ 9% v c60°9T | - 699°8% g16‘ce | - 186-0681
¥8F°Co £60°GLT o 966 ‘5% 8S1°% 9886 608°L 110°%8 ¥68°01 085°8% T (75 2% A G t L8895 ¥SL°68 | T .. 06-6881
2¥8°9¢ 6L8°6%1 . SLL 6T £89°¢ £P3‘8 819°9 6¥1°13 LLF 6 5L 61 v 316°11 . 006°1% 8e¥‘Le | . 688881
63L° LY Q92" gel - 8LG° LT 3963 0%6°9 8Lz e L8%° LT 1L9°L €89°CT - 391°6 - L9T°LT L9%°6% | " . 88-1881
699°L8 9¥3 ‘26 i 196°%1 9Le‘s LBI‘C 060°% S0T‘81 | 63L°Q 99511 .. L%9°0 " €83°21 S09°91 | . L8-9881
oﬁm.o PP 9T e 998°3 erad %66 869 6LE‘T 696 6£0°C . 310°1 s 9302 610°¢  |988I ‘1€ "I8J{ PApuUS ImIenf

1 I

‘anfeA ‘requin , 93 IV I3 IV ‘P9 "SL1 IV ‘8QT IV ‘P2 "SL W ‘ ‘S0T 3V ‘P9 8L IV # ‘8¢ IV _ '8¢ IV v ‘P9 "8g IV V ‘8g IV ‘P9 81 IV W ‘8T IV i

: | : 189x
‘pesoy, : *PIOS S9JON [2380J JO IOQUENN |

"L361 ‘HOMVIY IS]E OL——ddENSSI LS¥Id @YEM SEION HHL HOTHM NOJA ELV(] HHI—9QQ] ‘XYVANV[ IS] WOHA 410§ STLON TVISOJ Z0 HATVA ANV YEGNAN THL ONIMOHS AT4V]
‘G 'ON °la%],

6—F. 1.



42

€ L1 829°6¥1°08 | POL°FET‘T | TPO'3L | L 2 €8L°0GP°63 | 606°609°T | €1L°L6 | 8 8 L60°999°% | STPLLY | ¥ L LBI'€80°Q | Q¢ T OPL'PG | OTI‘E6L | °° : 88303 PIBIY

11 8T ZaL°11 881°1 b3 0 8 g8L°0T 686 861 0 8T 893°%1 119 L 01 €98°¢1 9 1 €L 108°1 - . . * * eBuojorey
0T & T9L°LE Lyl 8T | 1T T TEPI9E 80%°2 LIS IT 1T 18%°1 €13 L 0T L87°08 0 & 981 188 . . Tt BOUIBQ WINNSOM
6 LT 68%°9ST 11%‘g L8¥ "9 T 994091 €EL 6 LOL 1 % 100°63 1LL'® 6 GI LZe'SL 9 gT ¢&v 6eTFT | .- - -+ gqaodisopm
6 81 819°088°C | 680°€¥%3 136°30 | L F1 8I8°C¥F8‘C | 9GL eS8 PPLT | T O €98°898 | 8L9°G3T | T L €LI°889 | O 1TI ¥¥8°€ | €6L°T0T | °° . . uojBure M
0 8T 899°823°T | 961°¥¢ 08¢ | OT LT TOS°QLI‘T | 09%‘99 oL’y | 6 ot 635 671 68732 | TT €1 S06°9¢T 6 OT 0ZT°T | 6L8°TP | °° . . -+ musfuspy
¢ G 698°L%6 L9818 9181 | % L 9€P°606 P65 °LE %9%°% | 0 0T LBL EL 098°0T | 8 GI 353°LIG 6 9 €8¢ 966°0c | " . . ** mIewy,
2 % £96°%09 %8061 181°2 |0 ¥ £38°Pog ¥9°¢¢ %89¢ | ¢ 8T L3E‘68 608°C€T | ¥ OT 089°L8T 9 0I L06 98z‘08 | o - ©t sewrey,
¥ & TE9°PES‘T | S06°69 €LP°¢ |8 21 9GL°098°T | QL3 GL 78%°9 | L 91 991°G61 €8L°8 | € 9 9LV g0e 6 ¢ o8I°T | 9%0°%% | *° .. " [yIoN UOjsIeWBq
L € 001°G68 600°€L PEL 9 P c0g°ege €6L %1 LSO‘T |0 ¥ F80°0€ 616°F | € BT 69L°96 9 Ol $.8 GLO‘OT | °° . T St nIBUIBQ)
0 ¥ 3Se0LET | 928°TP €0T°¢ | 8 6T 661°€88°T | OLL‘FG $96°€ | 9 FI LSLCLST €88°1% | ¢ LI 9c8°L0G 6 11 900°T | 180°%¢ | °° " t ynomdlg seN
8 GBI 6L9°9L¥ 93€°0% 3621 |G ¢ 088°%9¥ 968 ‘%2 6FP‘T | TI €1 €68°C8 QLe‘sl | 0 LI 103°001 9 ¢ LI9 196°91 | °° " " ©t uospN
g FI IPLTIS'T | 160°LS 8TI‘P | % O €93°1ev‘T | 19599 L88‘Y | 6 61 £98°661 9992 | @ LI G6G°18E | 9 O TIT°T | €0g‘ge | °~ .. .. o aeidey
T ST 186°%98 326°08 $9€°c | ¢ € 660°99L 089°9¢ 689 | P ¥ FOLSTI 8¥L°GE | 1T ST GL2°161 9 61 166 e8¢ | . - [n8restasuy
T 91 6L0°I8E°T | @8&‘LS 086‘7 | ¥ O 138°L6ST | €19°18 €99°L | 0T 6 T.9°6%3 LL9°68 | 9 9T LG 1LY ¢ 81 103°% | 06%‘9L | *° . - *t uoyimeq
€ 31 06b°gLe G9g°11 £60°T |9 0 6Le°gPe 0L9°9T 3T |G 6 396°89 669°0T | OT ST BLS ¥3L € ¢ 8.9 ser'ss | . " ygnomAoery)
1 81 $92°199 £91°83 68L°T | 01 8 €81°229 8F8° €8 $6€°G | € T 09L°18 798°6 L 8 LL6TIEL 9 11 8%9 8208 | °° - v Tt euIogst)
L € 6L3°99%°C | €09°L6 868‘C | OT 81 €86°€62°C | OVI‘6II €29 | ¢ SI LEGFOGP | LSI‘L9 | OT € LaL‘9Le | O Ol 980°¢ | 8€6°¢9 | °° v . © wpeun(y
0 8 OT9°CI9‘V | €81°L6T 008°L | L 8 T00°0L8°‘F PPESIL | 1T T ¥6¥°969 | 93T°6L | O L BSI'9SF | 0 T L9E°C | OEL'IL | °° . . YoIngsLIY)
g 0 TH6°Ice S6G°ET $z8 8 81 0T8‘¥62 901°T |6 S 009°%¢ 0Ly | ¥ LT ¥ELCEC 6 3 6LG 1076 " - - "+ wreyus[g
T % 18L°S8%‘G | G68°6ET | SO8°ET | IT ¢ 696°69F‘C | CLO‘D9Z | BIZ‘8L | 0 € OPB‘CPI‘T | 6L9°6LT | & G SFOSI8 & ¥1999F | 6I0°TPI| " - ** puepony
P ® 4 D s 3 W.v 3 3 D 8 5 ﬁ.q s 3

“UNOWY *IqUInN *pasold A “JUNomWY A ..SDEEA?- .vonwgso “QUNOWY ‘1\”. .nmna‘_‘_wwmﬁl‘ \ .aﬁ_oq&J *UO[SEIHLUIO)) “XoquIn N ‘
8JUN0IOY SJUNOIIY _ .
“S|EMRIPTII M - umnﬂwzz o .mﬁmomolﬂul - im MMMHWMH o “ponssy "OUISIA [eIsod

,

syueq-sSuraes

‘pred

*

*SIOPIO-ASUOT

*1%-9G61 4vVI X HHL HNIE0Nd

ANVIVHEYZ AMEN 40 SHOId4() IANVE-SDNIAVE ANV ‘9261 dVA L THL DNIINA SHOIIA() HAAYO-AENOJY IV SNOILLIVSNVHJ, J0 INOQOWY ANV 4HENAON EHL ONIMOHS HTHV ],
'€ ON °19%d,



F.—1.

43

Lg6T ‘Yorel 9818

116 398 81 Lesess |TO“GL 14726 18 & 9GP LIL'T8 ¥1 9P €69 - P Sl %6 |8 LI 8GO'6PI'06POLP8Z L O1 61 L 3 €8S OCP63606°608°T], GL8 | Popue Ieok xo s[eso,
vogroe L ¢ 99 <3 861 € 992 I 01 686 " g LI 6 |IT 8T GELIT  88I‘1 ST OTl0 8 €8L°0T 686 9 . sSuojorey
9 9138 ¥ SI 0Le‘T |38l LLS T 6L9°I 1 08el - 8 ¢ 0f 0T § 19L°LE f&; Ol 91 IT T I¥b°9e 803°% g © eomeg WIOISOM
OLT 681/ 6 0PL‘9 L8 |L0L 9 086°GT . ‘6 € 9L3°F g 8I 8Z |6 LI 68F'9ST [ITF'C ¢ 01 9T |9 T 99L°091 |€EL°6 61 . -+ 320d3s0pm
€ 01096 ¢ 99088 |166°31 |[IP¥ LI 1 S67°L6% : 0T ST 661°CT |6 61 €3 6 SI 819°0S8°C 680°€¥3 'IT 8T LI |1 ¥ SI8‘GF8‘C |GOL°OEE 69 : uoyBurfoM
0 3 9901 L $36°e8 |068°C [LEF T OPE°TIL [ 0 L98°GQ T G €1 33 |0 SI 899°83G°T ,_mE,E 61 LT 0T LT TOB‘SLI‘T |09%°G9 <% . mueSuep
0T 8 €L |11 %1 087‘zz 9181 |39%‘g 61 L0309 |T 91 §E¥SI - ¥ Z 659 T 698°L36 Msw;m L ¥ (% L CEP606 |$63°LE 81 : - e,
0T ¢ 6% |3 91 1¥3°3% |IS1°C |289°€ 0T 0668 |3 81 6IT°OF _ . 6 QI 1€1|3 T €96°F09 W‘mmo.f oL eI orT |0 ¥ S£¥8P9S  [139°€8 1% . -+ sowreyy,
€ ¢ 08L O $29°6% |eL3°C 13829 91 089°¥8 - 0T $60°9c ¢ 31 S ¥ & 1€9°%€S°I W_mo%% 8 %1 03 |8 21 93L°09G°T |SLE GL 152 * - Y}10N] UOISIOMIE 4
6 GL3L|T ¢ FEE6  [PoL L30T 6 98¢ |1 6 ¥6L°I¥ - S L 08 |L € O00I°‘G6E Too.ﬁ 8 LI €6 |9 ¥I 90€°€9e  [96L°PI 11 ’ ©T nivweQ
9 8199 ¢ 11 C9¢°62 0TS [PO6°E L 98669 ¥ ¥ GIPLP T L LU6G|0 ¥ B9C°OLBT 978°F 18 9 3T I8 61 6SI°SEG‘1 |OLL°PC o¥ © nowmdly MON
L %1 Lgle BT gePoT |2€T°T 6FF 1 ¢ 999°9€ 9 L B6LIZ . 0 6 €z (8 &I 6L9°9OLP |926°03 |¢ ¢ 8Tz ¢ 088°P9F |968°%G |£4 : © uospN
G g 09 F 31 'BLSLE BIT‘P 188°% LT 19328 1 % 86%°06 ! v L 6 9% ¢ FI IPL'TIST 160°L8 6 L 1T % OT SPG°IZH‘T |1GF°99 8¢ : -0 aedeN
1% €9 01 1 080°6% [P9E‘C |989°C z TUP°89 8 LI 48266 - T @I LG |1 S ISE°PS8  1396°0€ |7 QT 03 | € 660°99L [089°9¢ L : [[13re0z0AU]
g 9 €0 1 99798 1086‘F 1€09°L 8 L¥9°18 : e ¥ TPLOT |6 T ¥2 |1 9T 6LOISE'1 Z7a‘Lg g LT [P O T138°L6E°T [€19°18 ¢8 " * uOIIWER]
IT€ 29 & 91 6F0‘CT |860°T [2¥8°1 I 9980 6 TT IT1°0€ - ¢ 6 58§ BT 06F'GLE (999°TT ¢ PI 0Z |9 O 6LE‘SPE  [|0L9°0I $Z : yynomAery)
¢ 11658 eI [998°6I 168L°T 1368°T ¥ G8I‘0¥ 't or ter‘6e . L 6 €3 {IT ST #93°199 ﬁmﬁ.mm L L 8T 0T 8 €€1°%%9 (8¥8°¢€E 83 : T ewIoqskH
0 1199 |8 o1 ,Emhmb 8e8‘¢ legz‘o 8 99P°GLT 6 ¥ 963°3LI - g g 93 |L € 6L3°99%°% "mowé ¢ 6T |01 8T €86°€63°C [0FI‘6IT | FL : *+ urpsung
g ¥ L9 01 '£9€°9IT 1008°L [FPE IL {11 € €OT°I8T 'S 61 809°8¥% - 0 8 €10 8 0I9°C19°P M.m.&“z: 6T 61 L 8 T00°0L8°V |€30°622 | €L ‘ YIS
¥ 9109 |¢ 3T F62°0T P28 |901°1 9 ¥55°€c 6 1 1IZI‘LE : v ¥ FG |9 0 G¥6°IgE _,mmmf 1T 91 81 |8 8T 088°%6%  |9F9°GT a1 - | mequRlg
6 9 8919 gI FICLET Z08‘QT 8TG°ST I LT 918986 & ST 128°8%2 o (L LI [T ¥ 18L°88%°¢ 968652 '@ O 06 |11 9 696°6CF‘S (GL0°098 | &8I : T puRINY
D5 3 Ipe b 5 P e 5 lps 5 [P F (P 5 : s 3 p s 5

: "porsg

303 o sm o s B85S | wonn | vomma S T wea | BT | o oty

Wi | omoieant, |uado g Ay | BUE | Pernd | SR | spasipiun [oatimin] D masu | sty | BeAoer | suuppestssor | JHEE s w0l o psoa
BR0em M0N0, ooy MUORVNEGRY ) ameioir | SUMGPUIA | G0 ieerad | e B0 smORYINOn | ThiM | o) | gulomy toior, | 000 |piniog

JIOWY | RO 1MOL | oqny (AT A | afuIaay TWAWAN | Sgprony Tequny u,,mmvmuww .

‘L6l Jmoﬁdg LST¢ dIANT 9VEX HHL DNIENA ANVIVEZ MEN NI SIOINLSI(] TVISOJ SNOTEVA HHL NI SANVE-SONIAVE HOIdA() ISO0J THL A0 SSANISAY HHL DNIMOHS HTAV]J,

INHWHLVIS TVIENID—SINVI-SONIAVS HOILI0 ISO0d
‘7 'ON o198

7—F. 1.



44

F.—1.

*[Z61 ‘UOIBIY JSTS UIOLY 30959 YJIM ‘YOIBIY 9STE 0} ISQUIS09 ([ 9STE UIOI] PIIdI[E I8k YUeq-s3UfAeLs JO UONBUIRLILY,

LY8T 08 1818
S 0 €€ |1 FI L61°1L (1761 A 13 039°G 0 ¢ 13G°1 . I 6 946°69 {g oI €1 {6 8I 9I¥°9¢ 616°1 € 91 €1 DT L 3LE°96 LL6 D 9% 09 "qeJ 98] WoI] s[ej0],
1 6 8¢ |L ©1 8IG‘€9T |293‘F% (981°1 [883°€ (& L 088‘¥ . § FLOPPLS |9 OT 91 (& LI ¥60°LOT  [998°9 1T 8T #1 [9 1T 989°'%61  [FIO°ST g e 8981 “
6 6 S2{z 8 TL0°618 |3EL'BE (PE9‘6 [C00°SI |6 &I ¥99°1¢ ° 6 L1 060°08 | L LI |e %1 €90°GPL (9PLGF |0 ST OT {0 gL ¥#S0°Z9L  |306°GY L¥1 o 8L81 “
OLF 3G |6 Ol TFP‘SHO°G [8SFFS [EFC 9T |LOE'IG [0 9 080°SL " I 9 9Lg°LCT |¢ 8 F1 [0 T TILP'LSEI (P0O°96 |9 T O1 {[T L LPL'FPG I [0 Gh( 062 | 8881 N
Q € 6Z|¢ © TLL'LSE'P [896°691 |829°9G |993°LS |9 9T SBI ‘STl . OT O LIL‘¥8 |6 % OT {L 9T €68°¥61°¢ |FOL 96T |01 &1 11 |2 L TI9°6LG S {#HL 182 60% | - 8681
I1 0T € |1 S £62'6S1°GI|LLO GFE [6E8°LS [€6T°08 |L O 808‘6LE e 6 S0 $95°992 18 8 61 (€ O 0G8°LI¥P‘6 (GLO'¥8F [0 FL €1 [0 ¥ SLO'PLI‘6 [[01°00L ¢6g | 8061 “
¢ ZL 996 F G31°81F°CE|e0z 06¢ |ST0°SS |698°9L |8 LI TLF'6S0°1 . 1 8 £93COT‘E|lL Ol 0% |0 O T¥8°SS6°F1/68L°L3L |F 8L FT {I 8T FO1'I0L°81|8¢s‘Cia‘ 1] 98L " 8161 *
¥ L1 09 b ST OSI°E6E SEISBL 089 [(8G°LL BOT°SITIO 9 GE6'SLI‘I s 1 L OLO9GLGlE G 93 |9 T SLE'GI6°CE|L¥2‘'$66 (8 T €G{L 6 S8FF 8CL GC|I91°683°1) T6L e 6161 103 S[FI0L
. . . . o . 1861 ‘qoT8]y 381§
Z % 9|0 61 080°BCS EHOEIS ¥99 [F68°8IT[0E6°8G118 ¢ PES'SIS‘L .. 9 CT G95°0FI°8i8 ¥ 8% |01 6 9SF GOL°IP|800°SSP 1S BT 9% {F § BS8°G0L +|u0s F99°1] 618 | POpue BUIUOW UL T«
< 14 ‘ < 3 0 . . < 3 : NN@#
9 TIL %9 |L % FOLIPS‘ECT|DE6°8LO |SPLCL |698°68 |0 & LO6°66ST|S 91 £ETOIT'L . 0 0 LZ!9@ 9 TEG'9EE°06299°6TT 119 1 €310 OT L66°S3T1°6¢|16G°LEE 1| [€8 | “avl 98I¢ pepue avsjx
< 3 < < é 0 3 3 % 1 . mﬂaﬂ
Y $9 (2 T E€68°00S°FH0O6L 069 |DE9°99 |06%°SL 0T T GaS'C09'I|IT ¥ 9€8°980°1 - 8 €1 9% |6 97 &93°69L°L200€°180°1)12 ¥1 @G (¥ 11 98P 380°0c|FOI ‘GLTI Y| 0F8 | ‘I8N 9SIE PopuUe Iwe}x
‘ i 3 < LS 5 3 < < ﬁNQM
€ 81 $9 |F TT 0TF°S60°0F|LI1°0TL |860°CL €9%°G6 |8 ¥ 9L6°639°L e T ¢ 190°%8 |0 6 LZ 19 61 0GE OIS 6L LEO‘CLO‘1F 6 €T |8 F QLE S6S 6T|IFI 1981, 9F8 | ‘BN 98(g popus ivex
[ % [ €, . € m.mwmwﬂ
€ LI SO0 1 S29°8P6 OB8PI‘CEL [FO9 0L |669°96 |0T OT 616°089°1c T QIL'0E8 : 01 8 L3 |IT € 609°CIP OL|165 80T T|L 11 18 |6 8 L6SZ8C 63(600°1LE 1| 998 | “IvIf 951¢ POpuo 1wox
‘ 9261
1T e 291g O I8 TI6°LPICTT SAL (0FF 18 |LPF PO1E LI LLSTSL'I|6 L $88°89L v € ¥ L3 & LI G0C‘G09°GEOS6°L6I‘TII O B3 |9 6 139°SE8°ISI089°9FF ‘1| 0L8 ! “IBIY 98T¢ popuo l1ea)x
" Le61
I1 6 29 |c ST 109°US6°SH|LER €8L |TFO°GL €1L°L6 |8 & 9TH'LILTS P 9PE €69 | . ¥ TI P56 1€ LT STO°6PL08FIL°FRE T|c OT 61 |L G €8€°999°63606°609°T 918 | “Ie[y 9STE pepue Iwax
ps 3 1P s 3 P o 3 p s 3 ooqps 3 Ps F|p oy 3 j s F fpos 3
“ABOX ol ' “wox ) , i Imex eqy
JO GSO) | “wB2X 91 O 9S01) | gy iy | A.E%uw ,_%wuw DA oY k 1%0x oY oawwmmw:@ gox ous wewm._ws,.
e JUnooo y o117 07 3189.1911] v , . . v . ‘xeox °
} ngo 10 eAISUTRUL %wm_%%w_ guunp | gwanp 8% o3 &MNWQMMG%MMMMV umwmwkﬂwucwﬂww:@ wwbwﬁw ‘aeog oy Supnp | Bouup | pealenor mnﬁm_d%wmwmwof S.linp | 9e uado |
ety b .mﬂﬂ_wswwauw@w.wmo -uyemor | BT mmmmwwwﬁ, soppSerogul | stemwIDmIA | 2040 sysodoq | -mim Qowe| | SIEMMIBAMML | SIS ﬁwwwwa spsodoq jo | PlSpes | ST | R
Owﬂﬂmndﬂum oyy 09 SUIpUTIS mpnwwoo< jo 10 J0 560X 30 §S00XH wwwww%m‘d | zoquny |josunocury| PEROWY IBIOL | S5qmny om0 |
Junowmy qunowmy [¥30], QNN 13QUIN N [A9qUunN ‘ ofvreay 180 JO |
e3BI6AY - ! Isgrony

*1Z6T ‘HOUVI{ ISTE dHANE YVE) UHL OL YHLAVEYHHL SAOISEJ XT4VEX ANV ‘S16] ‘“4EdWEOT(] IS[g ¥HL OL
091 ‘A¥VONEH] NI QAHSITAVISE H¥ZM AWHI LV( EHL WOud ‘SAOWEJ WVAA-NAJ, Ad ‘ANVIVEZ MAN NI SINVE-SONIAVY HOIAd() ISOJ WHL 40 SSANISAF @HL ONIMOHS HTAV],

"INAWALVIS TVIENID— SINVI-SONIAVS HOILA0 ISOd
‘G 'ON °198d,



45

Table No. 8.

Post OFFICE SAVINGS-BANK.

Receipts and Payments for the Twelve Months ended 31st March, 1927.

Dr. £ 8. d.
Balance at credit of depositors on 1st
April, 1926 ..
Deposits, 1st April,
March, 1927 ..
Interest credited to depomtors, st
April, 1926, to 31st March, 1927 .

47,911,321 10 5

1926, to 3lst
.. 29,456,383 2 7

1,767,426 2 8

£79,135,130 15 8

———

Cr. £ s, d.
Withdrawals, 1st April, 1926, to 31st
March, 1927
Balance at credit of depoutors, 31st
March, 1927 .

30,149,628 17 3
48,985,501 18 5

£79, 1‘3.) 130 15 8

A a ——

Reserve Fund Account.

Dr. £ 8. do |
Balance at credit on 1st April, 1926 .. 1,000,000 0 0 |
|

£1,000,000 0

Cr. £ s d.
Amount at credit of Reserve Fund

Account on 31st March, 1927 1,000,000 0 O

£1, OOO 000 0 O

Liabilities and Assets.

Dr, £ s. d.

Balance at credit of Post Office Savings-
bank depositors on 31st March, 1927 48,985,501 18 5
Balance on transfer . 21,417 6 7

Balance at credit of Reserve Fund Ac-

count 1,000,000 0 0
Balance of assets over ha.bllltles 104,437 5 7
£50,111,356 10 7

Cr. £ 5. d.
Securities (Post Office Savmg:s bank) 49,334,791 16 9
Balance uninvested 776,064 13 10

£50,111,356 10 7

Profit and Loss Account.

Dr. £ s. d.
Interest credited to depositors during
the year ended 31st March, 1927. .
Savings-bank profits carried to Postal

1,767,426 2 8

Revenue 190,000 0 0
Paid Public Account for cost of S&v-

ings-bank management . 95,000 0 0
Balance forward to next account 104,437 5 7

£2,1566,863 8 3

P e )

Cr. £ s. d.
Balance forward .. .. 190,282 10 2
Interest received dur- £ s d.

ing the year 1,954,536 16 O
Accrued interest, 31st

March, 1927 567,696 10 6

2,522,233 5 6
Less accrued interest

on 31st March, 1926 561,475 11 5

Sundry receipts .. ..

1,960,757 14 1
5,823 4 0

£2,156,863 8 3

AR e e——
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1900, 1910, and 1925, was as follows : —

From places beyond the Dominion

Registered in the Dominion

Totals

47 F—1

Table No. 8.

REGISTERED ARTICLES.
The number of registered articles dealt with in 1926, compared with the number in 1890,
1890. 1900. 1910. 1925. 1926.

26,374 52,343 132,493 210,931 211,120
169,321 464,036 993,675 2,103,229 2,246,976
195,695 516,379 1,126,168 2,314,160 2,458,096

Table No. 9.

PARCEL-POST.

The following shows the number and weight of parcels posted during the years 1890, 1900,

1910, 1925, and 1926 :—

—_ ‘ 1900. 1910. J 1925, ’ 1926,
I !
! : |
Number .. \ 121,292 199,413 1,190,711 ] 3,456,571 l 3,437,538
|
Weight .. : 336,643 1b. 12 0z. | 682,104 1b. 7 oz. ! 3,953,284 1b. 15 oz. ‘ 17,396,310 1b. [ 17,300,389 Lb.

The following table shows the number and weight of parcels exchanged with other countries

during the years 1925 and 1926 :—

Received. Despatched.
Places. 1925. 1926, 1926. 1926.
Number. Weight. Number. Weight. Numiber. Weight. Number.; Weight.
| l
A | Ib. Ib. .| b

Great Britain and Ireland and 179,973 | 1,313,782 |183,838 | 1,527,721 | 21,353 82,877 ‘ 27,529 96,933

foreign countries via London | | ‘

United States of America and | ‘ |
Possessions .. 62,656 408,086 | 69,838 459,279 | 5,024 ! 20,342 = 4,704 20,050
Canada .. .. | 11,350 77,440 | 10,324 67,623 1,606 J 5,801 1,797 5,968
Victoria .. .. . 17,305 73,650 | 16,744 73,822 | 4,704 15,785 | 5,365 16,740
New South Wales .. 28,163 108,729 | 28,427 107,702 | 9,038 J 30,396 | 10,674 34,057
South Australia 916 2,671 911 2,567 721 | 2,344 | 811 2,433
Queensland 1,107 3,193 | 1,105 2,914 | 1,164 | 3,718 ’ 1,368 4,189
Tasmania .. 409 844 400 1,009 693 : 1,963 ! 755 1,937
Western Australia. . 530 1,335 531 1,342 556 | 1,809 | 668 2,064
Fiji .. .. 682 1,464 803 1,871 1,702 5,975 | 2,128 7,629
Ceylon .. " 446 2,458 481 2,536 128 601 133 441
Cape of Good Hop 986 3,834 1,277 4,641 27 605 118 329
Natal .. .. .. . .. .. 393 1,453 482 1,550
India .. 2,348 14,385 | 2,731 17,848 845 4,698 1,109 5,997
Tonga 59 262 65 221 | 1,403 7,507 1,521 8,145
Tahiti 50 218 48 226 502 3,353 270 1,527
Hong Kong .. 1,359 9,685 | 1,772 12,936 462 2,158 554 2,655
Straits Settlements 316 1,134 346 1,018 230 1,030 320 1,342
Solomon Islands 2 2 .. Ve 9 24 6 19
New Hebrides .. .. .. .. 4 15 1 7
Pitcairn Island 386 838 366 787 156 692 148 711
Norfolk Island ol [ 19 33 128 14 40 140 418

Nauru Island A 2 4 2 5 . . . .
Fanning Island R TN .. .. .. 72 310 43 189
Aden 32 170 245 1,858 . . .. .

Egypt 2563 1,607 943 6,175 83 634 66 459
Uruguay . .. . .. 58 296 85 301
Totals .| 809,336 2,025,810, 321,230/ 2,294,229 51,047 194,516 | 60,795 216,080
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49 F-1.

Table No. 11.

TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER FORWARDED AND THE REVENUE DERIVED FROM ToLL Carrs aANDp Paip TELEGRAMS
oF ALL CODES AND THE VALUE OF FRANKED GOVERNMENT TELEGRAMS IN THE UNDERMENTIONED FPOSTAT
Distriors puriNg THE Twerve MoxTtus ENDED 31sT Marcow. 1927,

|
Revenue detived Total Value of | Number of Total Number of
Value of £ '
Postal Distriet, Telefzg;}a?mga:)df all ?’.}oszg'm;aelgéed Te‘;ﬁggggggof Paidlgfl;ﬁgz:rgg and | Gof‘f:;kni%m all %‘gsga;g%o,; oll
Oodeg and Toll | Telegrams. | yq Toil Calls. Toll Gatls. | Telograms, Calls.

| | ;

: £ £ £ |
Auckland .. e 123,808 512 | 124,320 2,703,336 : 5,202 2,708,538
Blenheim .. e 12,878 147 { 13,025 285,632 : 1,938 287,570
Christchurch .. o 85,373 518 85,891 1,659,752 i 6,765 1,666,517
Dunedin .. .. 1 63,213 251 63,464 1,236,511 i 3,093 1,239,604
Gisborne . . } 26,306 38 26,344 468,126 ! 525 468,651
Greymouth . S 16,454 172 16,626 291,214 | 3,396 294,610
Hamilton .. L 58,539 40 58,579 1,386,801 216 1,387,017
Invercargill .. . 35,299 65 35,364 793,702 827 794,529
Napier .. .. .. 45,100 139 45,239 997,277 : 2,393 999,670
Nelson .. . e 15,787 343 16,130 351,116 4,586 355,702
New Plymouth .. oo 35,072 ' 7 35,149 798,913 995 799,908
Qamaru .. .. 10,806 38 10,844 179,068 501 179,569
Palmerston North 46,109 i 14 46,123 1,030,297 1 177 1,030,474
Thames .. .. Lo 21,252 | 33 21,285 512,346 ‘ 544 512,890
Timaru .. .. .. ‘ 25,736 : 100 25,836 506,839 | 1,333 508,172
Wanganui . .. 38,201 : 84 38,285 746,513 : 1,071 747,584
Waellington .. .. 122,311 1,913 124,224 2,236,337 : 20,471 2,256,808
Westport: .. .. 6,245 | 123 6,368 132,656 i 1,757 134,413
Totals, 1926-27 o 788,489 \ 4,607 793,096 16,316,436 l 66,790 16,372,226
Totals, 192526 e 782,679 ‘ 4,992 787,671 16,143,414 ‘ 58,460 16,201,874

|

Approximatg Cost of Paper—Preparation, not given; printing (1,030 copies, including graphs and illustrations), £130.

By Authority : W. A. G. SKINNER, Government Printer, Wellington.—1927.
Price 2s.]
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INTER-ISLAND TELEPHONN COMMUNICATION.

TEST-DESK (FRONT VIEW): ASSOCTATED WiTh REPEATER EQUIPMENT AT WELLINGTON.




TeST-DESK (REAR vIEW): Assoctarid WIrH Rrerarsr Equormext ar WrLLivarox.



Crosstry Csar usep BY T.RIE vow Dukr anxp Ducniess oF YORK DURING THE GREATER PART OF
Tour ov DoMiNioy.
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CaRrs USED IN CONNECTION WiTH Tour or DominioN BY
Ducrirss or YORK.



Marton Post-orric.

(Building completed 27th April, 1927.)



	POST AND TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT (REPORT OF THE) FOR THE YEAR 1926-27.
	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	POST AND TELEGRAPH REVENUE for Years 1902 to 1927 in Graphic Form
	POST AND TELEGRAPH EXPENDITURE for Years 1902 to 1927 in Graphic Form
	ANNUAL REVENUE. Postal, Telegraph (including Tolls), and Telephone Branches. For twelve years ended 31st March, 1927.
	Commercial Vehicles.
	DEPARTMENTAL MOTOR-VEHICLES.
	NUMBER OF POSTAL PACKETS POSTED IN THE DOMINION
	Graph depicting the Percentage Increase since 1910 in Toll Revenue, Toll Conversations, Telephone Exchange Revenue, and Subscribers' Stations compared with the Percentage Increase in Population.
	Repeater Equipment at Wellington: Operator's Position, showing Switching, Control, Supervisory Apparatus, etc.
	Repeater Equipment, Wellington: Apparatus Racks.
	Test-desk (front view): Associated with Repeater Equipment at Wellington.
	Test-desk (rear view): Associated with Repeater Equipment at Wellington.
	Crossley Car used by T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of York during the greater part of Tour of Dominion.
	Fleet of Crossley Cars used in connection with Tour of Dominion by T.R.H. the Duke and Duchess of York.
	Marton Post-office. (Building completed 27th April, 1927.)

	Tables
	Untitled
	Receipts and Payments for the Years 1881-82, 1891-92, 1901-2, 1911-12, and following Years.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Total of all Classes of Message and Value thereof.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	DESIGNATION OF OFFICES CHANGED.
	Untitled
	Table No. 1. Table showing the Number and Amount of Money-orders issued and of Money-orders payble in New Zealand since the Year 1863. Issued in the Dominion.
	Table No. 2. Table showing the Number and Value of Postal Notes sold from 1st January, 1886—the Date upon which the Notes were first issued—to 31st March, 1927.
	Table No. 3. Table showing the Number and Amount of Transactions at Money-order Offices during the Year 1926, and Savings-bank Offices of New Zealand during the Year 1926-27.
	Table No. 4. POST OFFICE SAVINGS-BANKS.—GENERAL STATEMENT. Table showing the Business of the Post Office Savings-banks in the various Postal Districts in New Zealand during the Year ended 31st March, 1927.
	Table No. 5. POST OFFICE SAVINGS-BANKS.—GENERAL STATEMENT. Table showing the Business of the Post Office Savings-banks in New Zealand, by Ten-yeae Periods, from the Date they were established in February, 1867, to the 31st December, 1918, and Yearly Periods thereafter to the Year ended 31st March, 1927.
	Table No 7 Table showing the Estimated Number of Letters and Letter-cards, Post-cards, Book-packets, Newspapers, and Parcels posted and delivered in the several Postal Districts of New Zealand during the Year ended the 31st December, 1926.
	Untitled
	Untitled
	Table No. 10. Comparative Table showing the Development in the Telegraph, Toll, and Telephone-exchange Services during the Ten-year Periods ended 30th June, 1866 and 1876, the 31st December, 1886, the 31st March, 1896, 1906, 1916; and the past Five Years.
	Table No. 11. Table showing the Number forwarded and the Revenue derived from Toll Calls and Paid Telegrams of all Codes and the Value of franked Government Telegrams in the undermentioned Postal. Districts during the Twelve Months ended 31st March, 1927.


