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The following is a table showing the number of quarries under the Stone-quarries Act, also
the number of persons ordinarily employed thereat, and the annual output and value of crude stone,
during 1927 : —

There were 98 more men employed than during the previous year, and the value of the stone
produced was greater by £54,291.

Quabey Accidents.
The following is a summary of serious accidents during 1927 at quarries under the Stone-quarries

Act:—

There was one fatal accident in stone-quarries, which is the lowest number recorded for some
years. The fatal accident occurred in the Mount Albert sewerage tunnel, on the 18th October, to
G. H. McMahon. On the previous day, when a round of holes was being charged, with explosives, it
was found that one of the holes, 3 ft. 6 in. deep, crossed a crevice in the rock, and probably one or more
cartridges dropped down that crevice. This round was fired, and the face of the tunnel was advanced
a distance of 4- ft. 6 in. Next day McMahon was boring the face with a rock-drill, when an explosion
occurred, evidently the result of the drill striking some of the explosive previously lost in the crevice.
For this to have taken place the lost cartridge or cartridges must have rolled down the crevice away
from the face, so that they were not discovered when the material got from the round of holes which
had been fired was being filled out. McMahon received severe injuries to his head, and died the
following day. His mate, who was working with him at the time lost an eye.

VII. STATE AID TO MINING.
(1) Subsidized Prospecting.

Upon subsidized prospecting operations 146 persons were intermittently employed during the
year.

The following is a statement showing the results of prospecting operations as reported by the
Inspectors of Mines:—
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Auckland .. James Newton, Mines
Dept., Auckland

M. Paul, Mines Dept.,
Waihi (Hauraki
Mining District
only)

James Newton, Mines
Dept., Auckland

Ditto
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615,624
Tons. Tons.
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6,100

Tons.
23,007

Tons.
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