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Softwoods, due to a declining trimber marker and possthly mereased thnber import. duties, show ed
o marked decrease (mn]mrul with the previous vear, hetug only 33,000,000 fr. hoan., or approximately
7,000.000 ft. h.n, below 1926 figures.  Despite this, lm\\l\(r Douglas fir ('\]wrlt'm(‘(l its best year in
the history of the trade, with importations totalling 17,632 000 ft. han., or over half the total soft-
woods imported. Western red-cedar; so mueh imevidenee during 1925 and 1926, was slmosi entirely
displaced during the year on the local markets. importations totalling only 2,390,000 f1. bon. during
1927, compared with 9021000 fro bhons doaring 1926, Carresponding, however. fo {his (lu rense in cedar,
redwood im[mrl;llinns mereased Trom 3.655,000 1, oo in 1926 to 7,583,000 H, o in 1927, r(xﬂ(-(tn.;_r
the capture of the weatherboard miarket previonsiy |n‘l|| |))' the former sprcies. 'l"ln- advertising and
price-reduction carried ont by redwood-producers has resulted inac leavy trade being established for
this produet on the local markets. Sawn hemlock used naimlyv Tor lining parposes. also declined
=everelv, with importations of only 220700000 b, duving 1927, compared with 7787000 1. ban. in
1926, {tx reputation or borer attack. combined with its prohibition Tor house-building by certain
local hodies, hax resulied in an almost complete disappearanee of hemlock from the timber markeis,
Dairvy -produce containers. however., manulactured Trom henlock and spruce continue 1o find an
inereasing loeal market, importations of these commodities totalling 3,240,000 £t bon. during the
vear under review. compared with 250 L000 ft. ban, inported during 1926, The fact that exporters
of produce in these containers receive a drmwhack duty diccounts any advantage manufacturers of
Jocal boxes would have obtained from the inereased Customs duties.

Markets.

Despite the severe fall in production. the moderately Tieavy importation and low exports vesulied
incan additional 238 1t bon per copite heing made available fora market which already had considerable
<urplus stocks. dire 1o u\-«-r-pr(nhlrli(m during thie preceding fwo veirs. The veasons for the latter
were Tullv dizcussed i last vear’s veport. The nortoal per coapeta comzumption of thnher in New Zealand
is approximately 2507t hone and it s thos evident that production laxt vear would have been
msuflicient had not sueh targe stocks acenomlated from former vears. Provided, however, production
1< further reduced for the current vear (o enable operators o clear present stocks, it s anticipated
that an carlyv recovery o the imdustey will e experieneed. Ihlp for the local industry was, however,
accomplished by two very important factors. Firstlv, the eevision of the Customs tarifi on imported
timbers vesulted in o 3sc per T00 £t b nereise i duty being granted i the small-xize rongh-saw
timber imported in Large quantities for house-building it \4'\\ Zealand.,  Other lines had varving
additional imports placed on them. Secondlv. the | formualation of o revised classification and “m(lnm
svstem for local tinhees has vesulted in the arades hetng defined on a defindte s[u-um.mm] basis,
ensuring uniformity of supply throughour the Dominion. I s anticipated that the mereased Cistowns
duties. combined with the tmproved grading methods. which will come into operation in the vear
1928 229, will do much to extend the markets for our Jocal timbers,

Wholesale prices (elb considerably, ad notwithstanding cuts by vartous associations individial
aperators offered large discounts oV st prices 1o effect quick sales. Taking hoth these factors into
consideration, millers probably received poarer returns for their stocks than for many vears {rist.

The railwav-tarifl charges on fencing-posts and fenctng-matevials generally were revised,  Whereas
formerly they weee carried at firewood ratess the new reguiations dete rained than they be carried
sawn-timber rates, unless the tmber be carvied as feneig-hattens, and providing such battens did not
excecd certain hntted dimensions, 1t 15 considered that {he new regulations would have the efloct
of liniting the trade in local Line rough heaet feneing, as the nereased freights will not permit tins
class of fencing to compete with imported palings. Thi= question brings np the more veneral one of
freight charges on sawmill offeuts, short aond slabs, whieh unless uzed as tirewood are charged at timber
rates.
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