
E.—4.
Investigation and Supervision of Cases appearing before the Children's Court.

It is provided in the Child Welfare Act that in every case where a child appears before the
Children's Court investigaticfn must be made by a Child Welfare Officer before the case can be dealt
with by the Court. There is provision also for the Court to place children under the supervision of
these field officers for definite periods where it is considered that the child or young person concerned
can be safely left in his own home or in a home of some relative or friend approved by the Court.

From the tables published below it will be seen that during last year 448 children were so dealt
with, but twenty-six of these eventually proved unsuitable and had to be removed from their homes
and placed under direct State control.

A review of the boys placed by the Children's Court in Auckland under the supervision of Child
Welfare Officers for a period of eighteen months from the Ist April, 1925 (the date on which the Child
AVelfare Act came into force) is interesting, for it reveals not only the number of cases appearing a
second time before the Court, but also the number of cases where the boys had to be removed from
their homes and placed under the guardianship of the Child Welfare Branch. The following are the
figures : —

Total number of cases dealt with .. .. .. .. .. 41-5
Number who have appeared in Court a second time .. .. .. 34
Number (out of 34) committed to care of Child Welfare Branch . . .. 14
Number of repeaters still under supervision in their own homes .. .. 20
Percentage of repeaters on total number dealt with .. .. .. 8-19
Percentage of repeaters necessary to remove from their homes (and com-

mitted to care of Child Welfare Branch) of total number dealt with . . 3-37
All the boys (415) were supervised under the " big brother " scheme. As the figures indicate, the

majority were suitably dealt with in their own homes without the need for further intervention by the
State. The results obtained in other parts of the Dominion are equally satisfactory.

From both social and financial points of view it is impossible to estimate the benefits of such work.
In the absence of the right kind of supervision and adjustment the majority of these lads would
undoubtedly have drifted into anti-social ways and finally have come again into conflict with the law
for more serious offences. In many cases these " little brothers " have developed into promising
youths some of whom are now leaders of certain of the Boys' Divisions in the Y.M.C.A.

The total number of cases investigated by Child Welfare Officers in the main centres during ;the
year ended 31st March, 1928, and the manner in which the children were dealt with, are set forth]in
the following table :—

Table 1.

Child-labour.
From time to time cases are brought under the notice of the Department where it is alleged that

children are required to work unduly long hours before and after school, particularly on dairy farms.
Where the children are assisting the parents who may be struggling farmers it would be a difficult
matter to enforce any legislation, dealing with this phase of child welfare.

The case of the child who is engaged in street trading calls for proper supervision and regulation.
From time to time surveys of the position made in certain of the main centres of population.
One of the reports reveals the fact that no less than 355 boys attending the city and suburban schools
in one of the four centres of population were employed before and after school in work, such as selling
newspapers or delivering milk, that necessitated their being on the streets, and that some of them were
required to rise very early in the morning, while others again were on the streets until a late hour at
night. Another report of a survey made of twenty-three boys of school-age found selling newspapers
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Totals 592 448 338 5 20 40 33 1 15 8 1 16 26 3 3 7 2 5 66 ■in 10 1,685
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