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224, In vour opinion what is the hest fire-preve nhw 7— In the first place, to get rid of the enormous
areas of hwhlv mfatmmable serub. T the summer it is liable 1o rake fire and go off like o packet of
erackers,

225. What would be your remedy ¢ To settle the comntry, and get it ploughed.  Then every
settler would look after his own land,

226. You tell us that the timber is of suel rapid growth that you have built an outhouse with
timher from trees planted only fowrteen vears ago % 1 do not prefend that that can be done in
plantations,

227. The thinnings from the plantations are useful 7 -Yes, certainly,

228, They ean be used for mining-props and many other purposes ? - Yes,

229, Ax to the motor-lorries on the Rotorna-Taupo Road. do they earey the whole of the timber
trafic 7 Yeso The prineipal teaflic is in sleepers for the railway, but there are alko sawn timber
and poxts and hattens,

250, Do they take all the timber 2 No o they use anly the firstcluss heart of fotara,

230 0F there were a milway other classes conld be ccomomieatly carried £ Yer,
232, Waould the rdbway he ol any use for e grent =ulphur deposits around Waiotapu and

elsewhere ¢ The veple of the Minister when ihat gneaion was raised in the House was that the
Depactment bad obtained very favoarabic veporta bui that the deposits could not be developed owing
to the Lack of means ol communication.

2330 What is the amount of countey in afforestation over the whole bloek — Actually plauted
there will be about 180,000 qerex. Asstoned lor planting there are altogether. public and private,
300000 acres.

231, How long does it take from the time of planting for timber to become millable ¢ There is
a difference of opinion on the paint. but in my judement it would take ahout thirty years,

‘.’,.'u Then trees planted to-day wonld not he millable for “lil".-.\' vears 2 - No.

Tree planting wax begun whod thivty vewrs seo 20 e was hegun in 189R0 hut they put in
very .~'m;|” arens at first, Aboul 1902 1he l)v,nuinn-m oot move to its stride, and the |1Lumnu has
bheen continnons ever snee,

257, W othe vilway were built now it wonld take come con<idershle time 1o complete, and as soon
as e was completed there wonld be millable timber 1o talie oui 1o the mills 7 Yes,

2380 And as the planting e continons there would be o jnexhanstible supply. provided thad
planiing goes on ¢ '|'h;|!. is =0,

259, As to wood-pulp. how Toug wonld o fake 1o - np a wood potp plant 21 have no idea.

210, Sapposing that o company wanted railway facilities fo oot stadt out Tor that. purpose, would
it fake fwenty vears £ Noo | know that o |»||l|mm |>|ml on a sufficient seale 1= an expensive thing.
Probablv it would take couple of vears 1o gel 1 going,

241, How long wonld it take to vef the machinery 7 1 should sayv that two vears would be quite
an outside estimate.

242, Would the railway serve the land on the western side of Lake Tanpo 2 The whole of the
lake is navigable, with deep water right to the <hore.

245, Then the output could be water-horne to the milway at Taupo ¢ Yes.

214, Could telegraph-poles and power-poles be grown in New Zealand 2 -1 know no reason why
they should nor.

245, Arve von aware thai the poles coming from Aostralia, of hardwood, are not as satisfactory
as they might be ¢ Yes: but how mueh of that i due to want of <kill in choosing the timber [ do
not. know.  There are two hundred varicies of Fuealyptos, and in the past the Department has
merely said 7 Anstralian hardwoods ™ which 1 very vapue.

21460 Do vorr know that in some partz of New Zealand Power Boards are growing their own
poles ¢ Yex,

2170 1 that s =00 could voir not graw thearin vour cormtry 20 Yeso The curalypts grow better
in New Zealand than in Australia,

2120 Have vou an idea of the estinaded cost of the wailway from Rotorna to Reporoa 20 Noo 'Phe
Pablic: Works: Department’s estinute was C0E000 per niite from Rotorna to Taupo. The report of
the Commiz<ion put it at £12,000. There wes o vood deal of discussion on the poinicand the Public
Works Department sad they could do it for €11000 o mile on a grade of 1 in 500 bur 3f taken a1
in 100 it would cost £225.000 more,  What erade they adopted T eannot say.

249, The Government has stated that the work already done coxt £35.0000 ineluding honses and
that ~ert of thing 2 Moxt of the heavy entting hias been done for eight miles.

250, That has been completed ?= No. o The cuttings made have been done with the <hovel-
without anv machimery,

250, To vonr opintan the most dillicult part of the carthwork has been doue 2 A great deal of 1t.

7 It has been stated thot if this railway iz beilt it will not pav. Do vou know of anywhere in
the world where aonew railway is paying 7 No o oand Tdo sey that at the time the railway to Rotorua
wias built  and that = one of our mosi pavable Jines there was not anvthing ke the justitication
for i that there i< for this one. The Rotorna tand was then deelared 1o be worth nothing, and the
tourist trallic was inconsiderable, Now, the Tand i~ valuable. timber s valuables and the tourist
traflic amounts to 10000 fares a vear.

255, W this rilway were bt the additions Trom the settlement point of view world more than
compenzite for the loss sustained on the railway 2 That i <o 0 and there s no reason why the eost
of the ralway should net be as<essed on the Tand o it would casily bear it
2540 You told us vou had tiken prizes at ageieultural and pastoral shows 7 Yes,

2 Have you not taken prizes for all elosses of produce 2--For fat lambs, apples, roots. hay
and oats, grass-seed cin fact, for all eluscex of Tarm produce. 1 have never exhibited cattle, but 1
have taken prizes for fut lombs and fat sheep.
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