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As shiowing the preventive nature of the work at the elinies, it may be mentioned that, of the 242
first consultations ut Auckland, only seveuty-nine resulted the persons concerned having to enter
a mental hospital, and, of these, thirty-seven became voluntary boarders.

Most of those attending the clinies do so on the advice of their private medical attendants, bub
many come spontancously, and others are referved by Government Departments and semi-public social
organizations.

Tur Husentos Boanrb.
Two psyehological clintes are now being conducted under the auspices of the Kugenies Board—
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the Wellington onc, mu,uwm.m«i in 1929, and another established at Auckiand last year.

During th ar psychological investigations have been carried out at these elinies upon 712 new
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cages, in addition 1 s special examin wranged in the other centr

The following table shows the source of these caves -

[T

(1) Department of Hducation-— Wellington, Auckland.
(@) Childeen in special classes .. .. R 119
(9) Children in ordinary classes . B ) 104
(o\ Referred by Child Welfare Branch .. R 94 14
(2 ' e Bividlon of Heheol Hygiene .. 60 hY
(3) _ I 1 :
(1) Magistrate d Children’s Uourie . - B ¢ 2
(5) Puents guardiang, and medical practitioners . 105 26
Total .. .. .. . .. 388 324

1t will be seen that 1o the meantime the main work of the peychological clinies lies in the direction
of co-operating with the Deparbinent of xﬂma cation W resolving pmhle,ns which have arlsen in regard

to the (\duwn‘lop or behavionr of ¢ rite control, but it is pratifying 1o note that the services
offered by the elinics are be *uim‘ng : imown to pareits, who ure consulting us with increasing
frequency. At the Wellington elinic the number of such consultations bas risen from 35 to 105 during
the year.

These payvehologleal inves tig; wtions do neb beyin and end with the personal examination of the
children concerned ; &hey lnvolve a visib to the home by our soclal-service workers, who report upon
any domestic drenmstances \,\'Jzich are adverse 1o the child and which may, indeed, be the fundamental
cause of the child’s appearance at the ¢

It s our policy to avoid faking ¢ i into institutions unless such a course is yeally necessary
in their own mterests, and we are gr m‘d» asshbor‘ in this aim by the soclal-service workers, whose advice
and explanation: to the parents are often ali that is required.

In thig e ,}‘nni‘»“t‘ on our soclal-service workers—NMre, Dick in Welling
land-—have paid 1,02 o year, and thelr assistance appe
the parents.

ton and Miss Watkin in Auck-
s b0 be greatly appreciated by

ACCOMMODATION PO FrkpLe-3MINDED CHIlLDREN,

1

Where instibutional care becomes necessavy for these children it sheould be provided in institutions
apart from mental hogpitals, and this is one of the most urgent problems of our mental-hospital system,

As | have previcusly peinted out, the problem of training the feeble-minded iy very different
from that involved in the care and treatment of persons Luﬂumo from: mental digsorders, and the
segregation of these tm; g mpw m the same lnstitution 1y mutually diaadvzm'iagcoum

Some years ago a frsh \tL,) in the divection of separating these groups was taken by the sequisition
of Btoke ¥arm, near Nelson, the intention being to build o new villa institution at Stoke and to reserve
the old Nelson Mental Hospital for defective children. Fof various reasons the erection of the villas
at Stoke has been dem,ycd but they were com )lcud this and the old institution at Nelson has
now been set apurt for nesds of the lowe ‘r le- mmdcd children.

For the higher grades we e serve ‘ihe Ten‘ o Colony, near Christchureh, where a new villa
wag added ‘rhls year 4 children (96 boys, 48 girls).

in order to ros S than as a custodial m:‘htutl L1t 18 necess:
to nsist upon « ¢ ho o not attain this go to Nelson.
Unfortunately, | the inst ing-list of children who have been
examined and found %‘uitable for vac

The utilization of Nelson Mental H

i1

ERHES

L purpose we the solutivn available
at the time it was 1")1*'0ho"ed but lts in the city area, its liv Audtwn ag to size, and the
uXpa»ﬂbIOP of our numb ! y contemplated raize the question as to whdher or 1ot
it would be gzd\/lmllc t0 remove thls ummt n altogether to some mo m sparsely populated district
L am aware that this is not an opportune time to propose siuch u scheme, but the matter will have to be
faced at somne fature time,

APPRIECIATION.

John Bussell, the
s service for thelir

[n conclusion, | desire to acknowledge my indebtedness to
Medical Superintendents, the Assistant edical Officers, and the
unfailing loyalty and help at all times.

To Mr. Holder and the Head Otfice stail my thanks are due for good work done threughout the
vear.

{ have, &e.,
Trro. G, Gray.
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