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It is of interest to note that, of the £6,061,938 which represents the expenditure necessary on

account of maintenance and loan charges paid in respect of all roads, streets, bridges, and footways
51 per cent, was provided by the local ratepayer, 27 per cent, by the motorist, and 22 per cent, by the
general taxpayer. These percentages have been obtained by analysing the sources of the moneys
expended, and do not ijefer to the total amount contributed by way of taxation and not expended on

the roads, streets, or bridges. As indicated in Table 14 of the Appendix to this report, the taxation paid
in respect' of motor-vehicles by way of (a) Customs duties and surtax on vehicles and parts, (6) tire-tax,
(c) petrol-tax, (d) registration and license fees, (e) heavy-traffic fees, and (/) drivers license fees
for the year ended 31st March, 19-31, amounted to £2,907,153, or 48 per cent, of the total annual cost
of all the roads, streets, and bridges, &c. This figure also exceeds the annual costs of main highways
(£1,933,349), and represents 69 per cent of the costs for main highways and rural roads together.

9. TRANSPORT LEGISLATION IN OTHER COUNTRIES.
The following are some of the most important developments in the transport affairs of other

countries passed during the last year :—

Queensland.—State Transport Co-ordination Act, of 1931 : An Act designed
(1) To set up a Minister of Transport and Transport Department, the latter including the

former Railway Department and Main Roads Department; and
(2) To constitute a Transport Board and Advisory Committees for the guidance of the

Minister and Department; and
(3) For the control and licensing of goods- and passenger services by the Transport Board.

Great Britain.—An amendment to the Road Traffic Act, 1930, lias been passed to exempt certain
types of contract services from the requirements of the Act. Several inquiries are under way by
Commission for report to the Government—e.g., a joint committee representative of the road and rail
interests to investigate the relationship between the two modes of transport (particularly from the
point of view of goods traffic), and a Commission to inquire into the causes of road accidents.

Germany.—The principle of passenger and goods road-transport control has been extended, by
legislation effective in November, 1931, to any type of service the operations of which resemble in

character those normally performed by public service vehicles. For example, all goods carried for
payment on account of a third party are subject to license requirement on journeys more than 31
miles (50 kilometres), and the element of regularity in the service is not a touchstone of the necessity
to license (as formerly was the case).

Austria.—Legislation became effective this year for the control and licensing of passenger and

goods road services on the same broad principles as apply in this country.

10. APPENDIX.

TABLE No. 1.—MOTOR-VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, 1925-1931.

Table showing the Total Number of Vehicles registered under the Motor-vehicles Act, 1924, at

31st December, in the Years 1925 to 1931.
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(N.B.—Dormant, but not Cancelled, Registrations aie included in this Table.)
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