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I have the honour to forward herewith the report of the Prisons Board for the year 1934.
I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Minister of Justice. J. R. ReED, President.

REPORT OF THE PRISONS BOARD

For tHE YEAR ENDED 31sT DECEMBER, 1934.
TrE Board has to report that during the year it visited each of the prisons, prison camps, and Borstal
institutions in the Dominion. It dealt with a total of 1,394 cases at fourteen meetings held at the various

institutions.
The following summary gives details of the cases considered and the decisions arrived at :—

Cases dealt with. \ Board’s Decisions.

Persons undergoing Borstal detention .. 418 | Recommended for release on probation .. 563
Persons sentenced to reformative detention =~ 480 | Deferred for further consideration .. 155
Persons sentenced to hard labour .. 400 | Petitions declined .. .. 45
Habitual criminals .. . .. 60 | Recommended for dlﬂzcharge .. .. 9
Habitual offenders .. 2 | Discharged from probation . 22
Habitual criminals for remission of head Recommended remission of head qentenoe ..

sentence .. 2 | Modification of terms of probation
Probationers under Crlmes Amendment

Act . .. 8
Probationers under Oﬂenders Proba’oion

Act .. .. - .. 24

1,394 1,394

Comparison of the statistics with those of former reports shows that the percentage of offenders
who make good after release remains much the same from year to year, and that the results as a
whole should be considered both satisfactory and encouraging.

The beneficial cffect of the provisions of the Crimes Amendment Act, 1910, which first authorized
the reformative detention scntence and established the probationary system for prisoners, is amply
demonstrated by the fact that during the whole period from 1911 to 1934 the returns show that out of
nearly 3,500 prisoners serving sentences of reformative detention who have been placed on probation
on the recommendation of the Prisons Board approximately 26 per cent. only have been reconvicted
or failed to comply with the conditions of their license.
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