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regard to sugar, but as the result of negotiations extending over a considerable period our client has now been given
the best possible terms for sugar, and as you probably know the Colonial Sugar Company is probably one of the most
conservative in Australasia and it is not likely that they would have taken this action without the fullest consideration.
So far as we can sce the letter to the Board fairly sets out the position.  If we had known of it in time it would have
been sent through yourself.

Mr. Sutherland is to-day leaving for & month’s ho[id:xy and if by any chance, not that we anticipate it, the Board
is perturbed ot having further representations throagh Me, Sutherland and on his behalf, we trust that you will see
that they make seme allowance for our client’s state of health. He is in a highly strained and nervous condition
and this business has caused him a very great deal of anxiety.

Yours truly,
& R. Brere & Co.
2059 WELLINGTON NZ 30 18 1135
J H Miles 18th July, 1935.
Care Bank New Zealand Sydney
Under best treatment could buy Austealiav products thirty thousand pounds excluding dried fruifs twenty
thousand pounds and sngar cighty five thowsand pounds

SUTIERLAND,

TxrrACTS FROM TENTH ANNUAL RErort oF Tug CommoNwpirre Driep Frurrs ContrRon BoArD pAaTED 31sT JULY,
1934.

The development of substantial markets in the Dominions of Canada and New Zealand is of supreme importance
by reason of the fact Hv & the consuming power of these sister Dominions is such that at least 20,000 tons of dried
vine fruits might be taken from the Australian produce id espocially so under oxisting preference tariffs.

The importance mf these markets in velioving the weight or prossure of supplies on “$he United Kingdom markets
must be self-evideut inasmuch as trade to this extent would reduce the g nantity which must go to the British market
which, by reason of the high aggregate (}onmmp! ion is the ultimate dumping “ground for ‘chn cxport surplus of the
Mediterrancan, Asiatic, and American producers.
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The Board is geatitied that during the last few years the Dominion markets indieated have afforded considerable

relief to the situation by the absorption in Canada and New Zealand of some 12,560 to 15,000 tons per annum.
B ok ok ok E ok

In view of the position indicated above it is evident that the fulure of the Australian dried frait industry in its
present dimensions lies in the maintenance of Imperial preference and that any change which would tend to diminish
the preference granted in the British, Canadian and now, happily, also in the New Fealand market, would have far-
reaching and disastrois results to the ‘dried-fruit industry in the Commonwealth.
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Exrracts FROM TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN ATUSTRALIA AND NEW ZBALAND.
(Cox

respondence. )
Aunstralian Trade Delegation,
Midland Hotel, Wellington, N.Z.,

The Right Hon. J. G Coates, P.C., M.C., Wellir 6th April, 1933.

My DrAR MINISTER,

In consideration of the imposition of a duty of one penny per 1h. npon the importation into New Zealand of
foreign sultanas and lexias sueh duby being designed and intended to secuve the whole of the market to fruit of this
class from Hmpire sources, I hoereby give on lnhdh of the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia an under-
taking to your Government in the following ¢

3. That it would be farther understood that the Australian Government would not expect the duty to be
maintained against foreign supplies of these goods if the Australian industry is at any time unable or refuses to supply
or refrains from supnlying all the reasonable requirements of Now Zealand.
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That the Auwstralian Government wonld agree that in the consideration of the foregoing conditions the New
/(\\l,md Government might have regard to all and a ances which in the opinion of the Government of
Now Zealand have at any time o hearing upon ghe matter of ¢ i i the terms and conditions upon
h Zealand.

which supplies of these goods arc or may rensonably be purcha

(Bigned) W. Massuy GREENE,
Leader of Trade Delegation of New Zea and.

Evidence of Mr. B. SurusrLaND.
My. O Leary : Mr. Sutherland in his evidence is going to refer to prices, and so on. I have got
these schedudes, which T would like to put before members.
Your name is Benjamin Sutherland ?—Yes.
And you arc a resident of Wellington —VYes.
You have vou evidence in typed form and you desire to read it #—Ves.

7th October, 1935,
IvinuNen oF B, SUTHERLAND,.

vnin Sutherland. 1 am the foander and mavaging director of Self-Help Co-op., Titd., a firm
5 stores throughout New Zewland,  Wo o > as south as Invercargill and as far north
vears ago I rosigned from the clerical di‘vlf‘;iﬂ!l of' the New Zealand Railway Department
ad founded the Self-Heln Co-op., Lbd.

if%(%lf»-ﬂ'(‘/lp Co-op., Lid., was that, owing to the exorhitant charges made by the master
grocers in Wellington, the pay of a railway {*mpmn’c was not then sufficient to make both ends meet. The huge
pmﬁt on a 70 1h. hag of su: oar —sold as a bag and not in broken quantities—was 3s. 6d. Every one thought that my
business could not last when 1 brought the retail profit on a bag of sugar down to Ils. That profit has now been

practically stabilized at 9d., and is working in a quite satisfactory manner,

My name is 4
of retail grocers with 4
s \\’hanzvn\l Thirteen
after thlrt) -two years s
My reason for forneing ©
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