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(3) The High Contracting Parties will thereupon consult together with a
view to agreement as to whether any departures are necessary in order to meet
the situation.

(4) On the expiration of a period of three months from the date of the first
of any notifications which may have been given under paragraph (2) above, each
of the High Contracting Parties shall, subject to any agreement which may have
been reached to the contrary, be entitled to depart from His Annual Programmes of
construction and declarations of acquisition, provided notice is promptly given
to the other High Contracting Parties stating precisely in what respects He
proposes so to depart.

(9) In such event no delay in the acquisition, the laying of the keel, or the
altering of any vessel shall be necessary by reason of any of the provisions of
Part III of the present Treaty. The particulars mentioned in Article 12 (b)
shall, however, be communicated to all the other High Contracting Parties before
the keels of any vessels are laid. In the case of acquisition information relating
to the vessel shall be given under the provisions of Article 14.

PART V.
FINAL CLAUSES.
Arricnr 27,
The present Treaty shall remain in force until the 31st December, 1942.

Awrtron: 28,

(1) His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland will, during the last guarter of 1940, initiate through the
diplomatic channel a consultation between the Governments of the Parties to
the present Treaty with a view to holding a conference in order to frame a new
treaty for the reduetion and limitation of naval armament. This conference
shall take pace in 1941 unless the preliminary consultations should have shown
that the holding of such a conference at that time would not be desirable or
practicable.

(2) In the course of the consultation referred to in the preceding paragraph,
views shall be exchanged in order to determine whether, in the light of the
circumstances then prevailing and the experience gained in the interval in the
degign and construction of capital ships, it may be possible to agree upon
a reduction in the standard digplacement or calibre of guns of capital ships to
he constructed under future annual programmes and thus, if possible, to bring
ahout a reduction in the cost of capital ships.

ArticLe 29.

None ol the provisions of the present Treaty shall constitute a precedent
for any future treaty.

Artrcue 30,

(1) The present Treaty shall be ratified by the Signatory Powers in
accordance with their respective constitutional methods, and the instruments of
ratification shall be deposited as soon as possible with His Majesty’s (fovernment
in the United Kingdom, which will transmit certified copies of all the proceés
verbaux ol the deposits of ratifications to the Governments of the said Powers
and of any country on behalf of which accession has been made in accordance
with the provisions of Artiele 31.

(2) The Treaty shall come into force on the 1st January, 1937, provided that
by that date the instruments of ratification of all the said Powers shall have
heen deposited. [f all the above-mentioned instruments of ratification have not
heen deposited by the 1st January, 1937, the Treaty shall come into foree so soon
thereafter as these are all received.

Artiore 31.

(1) The present Treaty shall, at any time after this day’s date, be open to
accession on behalf of any country for which the Treaty for the Limitation and
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