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“The rewarewa was covered in blossom, much to the delight of the honey-sucking birds.
Tt is now ecovered with iis canoe-shaped ,seml«pod,s, and pan;keels airc alveady mmp]mu
the seeds.

“The hirds seem to have had another good season.

“ Pigeons again nested close to our !@()use, one nest being within two chains. The young
were reared successfully in the three nests we had under observation. The kaka that nested
in the tree, ocoupied a few vears ago by a morvepork, nover eame hack to the sanie place again.,

“ Hevor‘ﬂ nesting trees that have heen used for vears hy the parrakects were again made
use of hy these pretty little hirds, and a family veaved i cach case. That introdueed pest
(as far as the native hirds ave eoncerned) the starting, ousted parrakeets out of two nesting-
places.  Starlings not only interfere with the nesting-places of the parvakecets, hh, rob the
other birds of a great deal of fyuit. Sometimes great rlm ke of them haunt the bush when
negaio herries are ripe. It does not take long for a flock of cven o hundied starlings to stvin
a ngaio of its fruit.

“Muis and korimako nested and reared the usual nmumber of young.
“Rohing are ahont all over the sanctuarvy. They cortainly have inercased during the
ch yvears. We have a pair that eome about elose te the house

“ Ior some Teason tomtits are not so mruch in evidence shout Rangativa this season,
although they are plentiful en other parts of the sanctuavy.

“ \Vh‘tch ads are still amongst the commonest birds ow Kapiti. Tn Jenuary last we
had a whitehead’s nest under ()])MH’VMIOYI in which the longtailed cuckoo had deposited
its ege. T was interesting 10 see the whitelicad Teeding the young parasite. By the time it
was ready {0 leave the nest it was twice as big as the foster p,m\n‘{ When it was ready to
fly 1 put an aluminium b,mvi on its feg. The ?mml was marked, ¢ Kapiti, N7, 18367 We
were able (o aet one or two good photographs of the young hird heing fod hy ﬂn* whitehead.

“ Fantails are more pl,ermiﬂ], {his year than for years past.  Several nested guite elose
to our house.

“ Kiwi seem to be doing well. It is difficult to.estimate the number of kiwi on Kapiti,
but that they ave plentiful is proved by the finding of their feathers caught up in the
hooked grass (Uncinnie) all over the sancinary.

“7 have seen no trace of the kakapo for some time now. Neither have I scen nor

reard the saddlebacks, but it is quite possible to p;‘.sx close by them and nol uee o hﬂn
Hlun. Bxeepl in the sprinetime they are faivly guiet bivds, They have { ‘
from where they were seen Teeding young ones a '!"(‘,W vears ago. There are ;111), mnmhvr
of places where they could he

“Moreporks are about in their usual numbers. So are harviers. 1 saw a sparrow
hawk flying over Ranwlhm in BMavch.

“The petrels are breedmg in ever increasing numbers, not only along tho 1h{”

western side, but in the bush in different places ‘l<mg' the side facing the »
quite likely that at least four species breed on Kapiti.

“The pretty little banded (‘\,H wrell was mueh in evidence on the flax near Okupe Lake,
he stilt was also 1o be seen i congiderable numbers at the novth cnd,

“The shags arce inercasing.  Cutlawed and desiroyed in go many parts of Cthe eountry,
in spite of tho help they give anglers by preying on eels, they at least find sanetnary here.
They ‘hmed in inaceessible places al the southa “‘v n eorner of Kapiti. The spotd vd shag-

4 vare visitor—was seen about in the middic of Mareh. The blie hevons nested in the usual
plaecs, but there seems to be no more than usual, The old oney drive the s \mng vway after
they are reared. I have seen them f{lying to the mainiand.

“The torea, or oyster eateher, were again about the small mlcis They reared two voung,

“The paradise ducks did well. Three paivs reaved young. I saw a flock of fonrtern
by my hoat-shed n few days ugo. Crey dueks nested in ma nv dme"ont parts of the sanetuary
as well ag i the swarmp in front of the house. At the present time, Mareh, the lake al
the north end is black with duceks that have eome over from the mainland.

“The little blue penguin was just as plentiful ag ever, in spite of the heavy m\)r“mh 3
amongst these birds a _w ar or so ago throuzh oil ha ving; heen cast on the waters of {tock it.

“T saw an interesting sight at Christmas time.  Fourteen blue penguing weve murw{uw
up f fish in the bay near 1y boat-shed and the hirds were swimmoing backwavds and {mfw(uds
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in slmest a straight Line across the bay, scomingly ririv’ug‘ the fish into the eorner. When
s;niisﬁvd that the fish were teapped, the penouins =l started diving at once.  The feam
work was splendid. Penguing ave new ashove at niehtys and the noise they make I8 sometitaes
appalling.

“ Gulls and terns nested as usual on Tokamapuna and arvound the island. A pair of
black-backed gulls built a u(fst on Rmm v point.

“ During 1ho vear T found » ne in the Rangativa Inish that has not hitherto
heen 1(\00[‘(}“(} from this island. Tt is called Bicchnum nigrum.”
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