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BROKEN WIRES AND POLES.
Gales of exceptional severity, accompanied in some instances by heavy snowstorms, occurred in

many parts of the Dominion during the past year, and account for the extraordinary large number of
breaks reported.

There were 8,290 broken wires reported by electric-supply authorities, with 104,499 miles of
conductor erected. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 2,204 broken wires, and
102,718 miles of conductor in use.

In 2,852 instances reported involving 8,290 broken wires, falling trees were again the principal
cause of the breaks, and accounted for 47 per cent, of the total, as against 26'6 per cent, for 1935.

As regards broken poles, 451 instances were reported for the year, of which 232, or 51-4 per
cent., were New Zealand blue-gum.

For 1935 the total number of broken poles reported was 518, and it is still evident that electric-
supply authorities who experimented with New Zealand blue-gum and nondescript Australian
hardwoods are now being called upon to make replacements sooner than the anticipated life of fifteen
years for poles used on distribution-lines.

Actual Mileages and Sizes of Overhead Conductors in use at 31st March, 1936.

No returns received from Auckland, Christchurch, and Heatlicote.
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Totals .. j87,5147,988 473 26 5,228 24 6,573 197 1,907 20 2,493 14 301 21 8,290

Grand total, 104,499miles.
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