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REPORT.

Education Department,
Sir,— Wellington, C. 1, 6th March, 1936.

I have the honour to report that, in accordance with the decision of Cabinet and of the Hon.
the Minister of Education, I left the Dominion towards the end of June last to study education and
educational administration overseas. I have visited England, Scotland, Australia, Denmark, Canada,
and California, and have had the privilege of meeting well-known administrators and teachers, and
the opportunity of visiting schools and other educational institutions in all of these countries. I cannot
speak too highly of the cordial welcome that was extended to me everywhere. lam indebted to the
New Zealand High Commissioner in London for putting me in touch with the English Board of
Education, and, through their officials, with the people I wished to meet in England, Scotland, and
Denmark, and to the New Zealand Trade Commissioner in Canada for similar assistance there.

During my interviews with officials and my visits to schools I endeavoured to gather all the
information I could that would be helpful to New Zealand, especially in the matter of the reorgani-
zation of the school system, the training of teachers, the education of afflicted children, methods of
teaching, school buildings, and administration. After careful consideration of the notes I made at
the time and of the impressions left on my mind by what I saw or was told, I am of the opinion that
our system of education, primary and post-primary, is fundamentally sound, modern, and well suited
to our requirements. This is not intended to imply that it is a perfect one. No system of education
can be perfect and, at the same time, alive. It must change and progress to meet the needs and ideals
of each succeeding generation.
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