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BOTANY SHECTION.
H. H. Avnan, Systematic Botanist.

Routine work was continued on the lines of previous years. The work of identifying and reporting on
specimens as usual occupied 2 greas deal of time, full advantage of this service being ta vken by all sections of
the community indieated in previows reports. Well over three thousand specimens wore dealt with. A number
of new records of introduced plants W“"(‘ made, the more important of these being dealt with in articles in the
Jowrnul of Agriculfure in the series *° Notes ntly observed Exotic Weeds.”” A paper bringing our know-
ledge of introduced species up to date and correcting civors of former accounts by varions workers was published
in the Transactions of the Koyl Socicly. Work on the indigenouws plants was continued, and a [apnr dealing
with some of the resalts was published in the Tramsaclic iile other papers were contributed to British and
American sciensific journals. aland reached the page-proof “mge, and Mr.
Zotov has submitied for public v oresulis of his research into the leaf-anatomy
of our grassos.
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wpor dealis

Further botanical examination was nade of areas in

Tie Mackenzie Country affected by facial dermatitis,
particuiar attention being paid to the following stations: Lake Tekapo, Lilybank, and M. Buroctt’s property
adjacont to the southern cud of the lake. On all these wross Z

quantity. It was planned to give assistan
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Teland, and continued this at his own
terial were obtained, and we are
v Zealand, Other minor excursions
butions were algo veccived from a
1wus of warine alge presented by
M. R. ML daing nee with a request from the Direcior scts of specimens are being forwarded as
opportunity allows to the herbarium of the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew. These will serve to bring up to
date the collection of New Zealand plants there, especially of species deseribed by local botanists subsequent to
the floras of Hooker.

Preliminary observations were made in the neighbourkood of Te Awamutw, under the gnidance of Mr.
Melrose, of ragwort-infe izl attention was paid to the arca at Teraw-a-moa and the Barton
Bstate. The po'*iud of 1":', i for extend spread of the weed by seced,
but preliminary These wouid suggest that thot wind-carriage s a factor it
is not the most woiukl appear that seed in general not carried far by wind and spread
by this means is comparat \I\Ul‘ slow,  Of more import
detailed studies next season.
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STOCK AND SCLON INVESTLGATIONS.

Mr. . H. Woodhead supplics the following subreport —
Pi &

Srocr TRIALS,

Apple Stocks.——Growth records of the f{rial blocks of apple-trecs oi several last Malling stocks and the
Northern Spy stock, which were established at the Plant Rescarch Station and throughout the country wncarly
three years ago, indicate that, with one exception, the Hast
i vige the Northern Hpy. Faking the aver

follo g

st Malling stocks being indicated by th

lling stocks are up to the present time superior
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1st. 2ud. Brd. 4t
XV. M. L M. Xil, N. Hpy.
KILL. M. XVIL

Obviously, until the trees reach the bearing stage rootstock influence can only be studied from the aspect
of vigour. Other equally importaant factors sech as influence on cropping and on the guality and colour of the
fruit will be investigated when the trees commence o cr
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sy reposis on bhe of three Bast Malling plum stocks—viz.,
Damas €., budded to “Leo’s BSeedling ™ peach, reveal very little
atbhough those on Brompton are a little more vigorous. 1t was
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of new apple stocks are being estabiished.  These include several promising stocks discovered

survey of Dominion orchacds conducted in 1931
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