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net to intervene in the internal affairs of a State has been affrmed (although in this connection
ertain absentees from the Connei! board will be noted) ; and the efforts of the United Kingdom and
France $o secure an armistice have been blessed. To the question, “ Was it not possible for any
meniber or combination of inewbers of the Cowncil to do more?” 1 answer: “ The Spanish
representative was satisfied with the achiovement, Httle as it represents ; and the motion, to be valid,
had fo be passed unavimousty or not passed at all.  Better perhaps, an emasculated resolution thau
nothing.  The alternative is to confess the ubter futility of the League as at present constituted and
hampered by its procedure.”

]

©

L have referred in passing to a dispute between Turkey and France concerning the tfuture
of cerfain territorics. The question came before the Council on the alternoon of the 14th December.
Briefly, it turng on the interprestation of international instraments relating to districts which, speaking
broadly, Turkey claims to have conceded to France as a Power, but which the French Governiment
is of opinion are connected with the Mandate which France is exercising over Syria and Lebanom,
As the substance of the guestion is to be dealt with at a later session of the Council T will not now
go o the merits of the sase. 16 is sufficiens here to say that, following the Iraq precedent, the
Mandated Territ ry of Syeia and Lebanon will later be granted full independence, that there will be
a transitional period of three years between the present regime and full independence, and that in
the new Franco-Syrian Troaty hag been initialled but not ratified, it is stipulated that the
Tervitories in question, in which hitherto the language and culture of the Turkish majority have
been preserved, shall continue to enjoy within the framework of Syria the autonomy accorded to it
ander the international agreements mentioned above. 1 understand that o rocent general election
in Syria and in the territories in question lod to trouble. [6 was purely with the position ereated by
the trouble that the Turkish representative wished to deal. The substance of the question, he
indicated, should be left for consideration at a later session, but it was necessary that certain
conservatory measures should be taken now.

Three meetir ere devoted to consideration of the question. The case was opened by the
representative of Tarkey. As he asked the Counci! to defer eonsidersbion of the substance of the
dispnte and to concentrate on the question of conservatory measures which should be faken by
reason of the recent trouble, I do not propose to deal in detail with his speech.  He asked that the
French troops and those made up of clements hostile to Turkey should withdvaw from the territovies
in dispute and that a small detachment of neutral gendarmerie should be established there under the
direction of a Commissioner of the League of Nations. At the next meeting the French reprosentative
spoke.  Here again 1 will not deal in detail with what was said, but it became clear that the French
Government, as the mandatory Power, would not consent to the course suggested by the Turkish
representative,

A Rapportenr in the person of M. Sandler, the representative of Bweden, was appointed, and on
the morning of the 16th December his report came before the Council. This is contained in Document
C. 546, and a perusal of it shows that the Rapporteur recommended the appointment of three
observers in the Sanjak of Alexandretta in vesponse to a request made by the French Government,
It appeared from the discussion which followed that the Turkish representative had suggested the
addition to these three observers of twa persons, one representing France and the other representing
Turkey. France, as the mandatory Power, would not agrec to the modification, principally on the
ground that it might prejudice consideration of the main question. The report of the Rapporteur was
adopted by the Council, the representative of Turkey abstaining from voting in the interests of
unanimity.

The Ninety-fifth (Hxtraordinary) Session of the Council closed on the 16th December, 1936,

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,
W. J. Jorpax,
High Commissioner for New Zealand.

The Right Honourable the Prime Minister, Wellington, New Zealand.
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