C.—11. 2

Considerable anxiety has been expressed by a number of settlers on account of the frequent
and serious flooding of an area near the White Pine Bush from the Whakatane River. The protection
of this area has given the Department some concern for a number of years. Unfortunately it has
not heen possible to formulate a scheme in which the costs are not extremely high in velation to the
benefits which would accrue.

A substantial increase was again recorded in the total production of butterfat from the area.
The Rangitaiki Plains Dairy Co. manufactured a total of 3,852 tons of butter, an increase of 156 tons
over last year’s figures. The Arawa Dairy Co., which draws a considerable portion of its supplies from
the Rangitaiki Plains, manufactured 1,166 tons of butter, an increase of 165 tons over the figures for
the last fiscal year. Some of this increase was no doubt due to the favourable season experienced.
The better prices obtaining for dairy and farm products have given an impetus to development in
the area, and, particularly during the latter part of the year, there was increased activity in this
direction. There is no doubt that, with increased private enterprise and the land-development in
hand and to be undertaken by the Crown, the district, of which the Rangitaiki Plains forms the
centre, will with its dairying and cattle, flax, and wood-pulp industries produce a rapidly increasing
share of the Dominion’s wealth. Milling was commenced by the Flax Company which controls the
major portion of the flax-plantations in the area, portion of the old freczing-works building being
utilized for the purpose of an up-to-date mill. The balance of the building is being prepared, with
considerable extensions, to house the workmen and plant of the Whakatane Paper Mills, Ltd.

Rainfall—The rainfall for the year totalled 54-30 in., rain falling on 114 days. The wettest month
was December, with a fall of 9-02 in., and the driest was February, with a fall of 0-25 in. The average
rainfall for the nineteen years was 52-74 in.

Maintenance.—The hand drains throughout the area were maintained in good order, where possible
this work being done by contract. Several lengths of canals were cleared by hand or with the
Sanderson weed-cutting launch. Repairs were carried out to the number of flood-gates in the area,
and several lengths of stop-banks were repaired and raised. The Tarawera River stop-hanks were
periodically inspected, and the strengheniny of danger-points put in hand.

A new 3 ft. flood-gate was placed in Allan’s drain, and two flood-gates were placed in the kastern
Boundary Drain.

Rangitaiki River—A gang was employed throughout the year ring-barking and removing willows
and obstructions from the channel, the section of river from the mouth to a point south of the railway
being given attention. On certain sections of the channel the growth was completely removed, and
at others the banks were protected to prevent further erosion. The result of this work will be to provide
a more uniform and direct channel in the lower reaches of the river, with a consequent increased flood
capacity.

Dredges.—-The light Bay City dredge was in commission throughout the year. The main work
carried out was the improvement of the lower reaches of the Awaiti Stream, where serious channel-
deterioration had taken place. On completion of this work the plant was moved to carry out deepening-
work on Qreig’s Road drain. The distance covered by this plant during the year was 177 chains, a
total of 24,935 cubic yards of spoil being lifted.

Late in the month a new Bay City Diesel drag-line was put to work raising and widening the Tarawera
River cast stop-bank. The distance dredged during the two months worked was 25 chains, 11,930 cubic
yards of spoil being removed from the river and deposited to widen existing stop-banks.

(lonsiderable repair and renovation work was carried out on Monighan No. 17 Dredge to prepare
this plant for muintenance work on the main canals. At the close of the period the plant was
preparing to walk to commence work on Reid's Central Canal, after completing which it will operate on
the Kopeopeo Canal.

Drains in Operation.—Several lengths of hand drains were taken over for mantenance purposes
during the year, and the total length is now as follows :(—

Miles ch.
Dredge canals .. . .. .. . .. 68 28
Main outfall drains .. .. .. .. .. 118 52
Road drains .. .. .. .. . .. 30 46

Of these, 109 miles 75 chains are maintained annually by the Department, whilst the growth is removed
by the Sanderson weed-cutting launch or by hand from 18 miles of machine-excavated canal.

Plant and Machinery.—This consists of two Priestman dredges, two Bay City drag-lines, one
Monighan, one oil launch, one coal punt, and two small boats.

Summary of Work done :— Miles ch. Cubic yd.
Draing cleared by hand . .. ..o 121 70
Canals cleared by hand .. .. .. 18 37 ..
Drains deepened by hand .. .. .. 3 5 3,470
Spoil dredged . .. . .. 2 42 36,865
Stop-banks repaired and raised by hand . 0 37 3,457

Number.

Flood-gates erected .. .. .. oo -3

Drainage Rates.—Rates struck for the year amounted to £10,512 0Os. 9d., whilst £14,155 5s. hd.
was collected.

The expenditure for the year amounted to £7,269 1s. 11d.

I have, &ec.,
R. G. MACMORRAN,
The Under-Secretary for Lands, Wellington. Chief Drainage Engineer.
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