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£3.103 2s. 6d., were recovered from 4~um'¢\|11r'at<'\‘ The total yicld from all departments of treatment plant amounting
to 3,205 oz. 10 dwi., which realized £25,806 6+, 4d., brought the amonnt of gold won since commencement: of nperations
up to 32,283 oz. H dwt., of a stated value 01 {21)4r..3(i7 I8+, 6. Dividends paid during the vear amounted to €7.500.
making a total of £48.750 paid by the company =ince its inceplion.

Big River Mine (H. de Lantour. Manager). This company ciployed fwenty-cieht nien in their nining and
mitling operations. and during the period carried out the following development and product ?nn' Stoping  was
carried out, between No. b and No. 5 levels on the blocks of ore proved by three winzes =unk from No. 4 and connected
with No. 5 by vises put up through the ore-bodies. Mo facilitate |no\lmimn an intermediate was (Irlvvn midway
hetween the main levels, and this (mx,l)lv(l the company to doable up the lahour engaged in stopes thal were limited
in length and separated hy harren lode material,  Stopes in the sonth end of Xo. 5 vielded imost of the tonnage milled.,
hut subsequent development of No.o 5 north disclesed o block of ore 6 1. [0 and averaging 3t 6in. in width
but of lower grade than ‘he south block, Re ne that the mine OTVeR OF ved ore remaint mostopes above
No. 5 are limited ax to guantity, development has been commicenced with thi jeot ’)f making No. 6 leved avatlabic
in the near future. A winze was started v the south block and iy d\:'n.u a depth of 20 fi.; preparations are
heing made to retimber the main shaft between NeaoH and No. 6. a distanee of 150 ft., a.nrl on the completion of these
two jobs development of No. 6 fevel will be advanced as rapidly as possible fo forestail the probability of « \hm’ tage
of ore for despateh to treatment plast. Dusing the period 25008 tons of ore vas mined aad treated Toe oot of
2,028 oz, 1Tdwt. by andgamation, value of p et being £E5.200 15« Ttde s cvanided sods vielded 139 0z, 18 dwt..
valued at £962 1s. 3d. The recovered concentrates from the ahove tonnoge were no .wlu‘. The total yviel! and value
of gold since the veconsivuction of the company are éi.4()l oz, W dwi, and S1S8TE s Tdo respeetively.

Homer Mine, ;‘\'w//i Bleelwater (1), Nhealony, Manager).- ill\ manager and Hwo ¢ mn.u\w-\ advanced the low fevel
No. 3 erosscut a distance of 99 ft. and inlersected the lode a St frem the .mmxl The dode chancel was followed
south for 74 1. on Jode averaging 18 in. o widdh and vatue Mnl(»(' fo be Py dwin per fonn The ove-body in this mine
has been developed o theee fevels and w considorable quantity of ore mad '\m|. de for xioping. Negotintionus are nHow
in hand to procure and creci treatment nnd air-compressing ])]«)IH\, and it is anticipated that the mine wiil reach the
|n<)dd(‘m,, stage in J938. No ore wan {reated (llunu_: e year wader roview, the total amount of gold won from
fhis mine ,\i(mrl\ at its former figure  namely, 162 oz, 3 dwth, 9 g vadued at ¢

Letnkey’s OreckeWatis and party mmnmpntl_\' worked theis claim during
ceriented gravel, chiclly from develepment-work, which vielded <t on 7 dawe,
An adv-compressor was instatled, and rock deilis are now in nse. The Wation
owing to the supr‘]v of water for power purposes being H\u(t( mnw llll“l‘ ; iads of low mainfall. Production for the
vear was restricted, due to o power shortage for operating their fve-fiead hattery andd air-compressor.  The party received
substantial financial assistavee from ph(- lunlpl();.'xmm Division of the Lobour Department, and subscquent vesults
fully justified the expenditare.

Murray Creck Mine. Duving the vear work has been conlined (o vepair
men eploved at intervads.  Additional machinery has been purchased
sinking the shaft at Ieast one Hft deeper, and developing the Vieioria bloe
and Pheenix bloc

State-controlled Prospecting on Reefton Goldfield - 'The prospec lum policy instituted on lines following the recom-
mendations made after extensive geological and geos \h\mal inyvesti mmx hax heen steadity pursued and a considerable
part of the programme completed.

Work on the Merrijigs area was principaliy confincd to surface trenching and sampling of known ove-bodies. The
Globe-Progress arca, containing a section of main ore-channel which had r'euv%\'ml a very small amount of attention sinee
the *“ seventies,”” has been extensively prospected from the Griental No. 1 and No, 2 drives in the north end and General
Gordon drive on the south end.  Driving and crossentting in the Or wnL(J drives amounted to 992 £t and in the Generaf
Gordon to 3521 ft., in addition to winzing 40 ft. below in the Gordon adit. Fehowing the o ical and ceophysical
work, trenching on the lines disclosed by the investigation revealed some strong oute which in several cases were
sampled and gave encouraging assays.  After completing most of the surface pre it was decided to investigale
the surface discoveries by extending the Gordon tunvei north, and the same ere-channel of a width 50 ft. at the north
end of the aren was closely prospected and sampled by drives and erosscuts driven from the fwo Oriental tunnels
sitttated between the Ballacat and Globe A shafts. This work has not wet been <. conseauently a clear-cut.
decision on the values of the area cannot be submitted until the orige
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and extractod HR1 tons of
seeof colds valued at £557 Tos0 4,
fa Dicsel engine is under consideraiion,

work on the swrface levels with three
A view o dewatering the waorkings,
¢ of ore vrior fo prospecting the Inglewood

nal progrianme is further advanced.

Work on the Mumray Creek seetion of the Reefron field has beein confined to the Perseverance and Golden Treasure
Mines. In the former the crosscut was extended a distance of #3 f1 and what is presumed to be the Perseverance
ore-channel was cut : preparations ave being made to drive norih on the chaniel. Trenching on the Golden Treasure
leases disclosed a large low-grade ore-body containing an appreciable amount of weibnite, which may be given further
attention, but from a low-lovel drive that will serve the purpose of prospecting country extending from the Perseverance
to the Golden Treasurc.

In conjunction with the prospecting operations carried out oin the Reefion tickd, bulk testing of samples was carried
out in a small treatment plast evected ai Reefton.  Samples of auriferous ore containing stibnite were despatched fo
Kngland and cxperimental work carvied out on the ore by the Mining Metallurgy Technical Service of Lmperial
Chemical Indastries, Ltd., and a comprehensive veport was sulsmitted by their experts on the treatment of a refractory
type of ore that has given considerable trouble to mili-managers on the West Coast. Surveyvs have been made of new
and old workings and records kept of all sampling and assaying, and the net resvit to date is that there is an aceumu-
lation of useful data concerning this ficld. The foregoing work on State prospeciing emploved i average of twenty-two
men on wages and contract and represented a considerable sum expended on mining in the district.

Diamond-drilling.— The Conselidated Goldfields of New Zealand, Lid., dvitled No. 1 hole 1o a depth of 1,165 fi.
through difficult country.  The objective was not reached, owing to the drilt penctrating fissured strata that allowed
the circalating water to eseape. Al offorts to seal off the fissure failed, and the drill wiil he removed to a fresh site
{0 commenee 1]\(\ horing of No. 2 hole when the casing has been withdrawn from Neo ]

(frey Countyy.

TLode mining in this county has been vestricted to prospecting operations ati Moonlight Creek, Garden Gully, and

Langdon’s Creek, ail in the ]’m(n(m Ranges.  In the Moonlight arca two crosscuts TOT7 1. and 620 L. vespectively
were completed wiﬂmm intercenting any reefs of cconomice valie, Fhe first crossent was dreiven in a south-westerly
diveetion from a poivnt in the valley of the right-hand branch of the Meonlight Creek (also known as Caple’s Creeki.
about I8 chains from the wn,[um coof this ereek andd the Middle Branch Creek. The second crosseut was driven i a

T the Garden Gudly arca the

south-westerly direction Trom the same valley but about 86 chains further upstrenm,
old Garden Gully No. 2 ievel was continued both northavards and southwards, but after disclosing only disjointed
Teaders and one quartz cross-vein of poor value work wag discontinued. At Langdon’s Creck driving and crosscutding
disclosed dixjointed Teaders in very disturbed country, but so far no definite body 6f quartz has been located.  In
addition to the above, surface proxpecting was eavvied out in the Waikiti and Trent Rivers disteicts. tributaries of the
Upper Ahaurn River.
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Westland County.

Bierwivth’s Gold Recfs, fad.. Mownt Greenland (W, € ). Bierwirth, Manager).--~Mix men were eng
half of the vear, 72 tons of ore being mined and treated in ”w haticry fora recovery by 'nml witkebion of 28 oz 1O dawt .
of eold, which realized 197 2. 6d, The tolal quantiiy of gold wor from this ming contineneetent of operations
by the present company wmounts fe 20004 oz, O dwe, H vadued a €R0768 Ge, skine the amonnt produced
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