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Crowne wonld provide for the cost of any necessary feneing. A bush committee was Tormed i the
distriet, and thix body obtained an option to purchase about 70 acres at the price of £10 per acre. Later
on the owner reduced his price to £600.  The committee set about raising funds for the purchasc of the
land, and in recognition 01 the local efforts the (zovmmnun in September, 1935, agreed to give £100

towards the costs of acquisition and fencing. A Little later an indication was given that the Crown
contribution might be increased, and in Augost, 1936, !)4\ which time the Committee had rvaised over
£400, approval was given fo a grant of £200 being made. of which amount £180 wax o be
applied towirds the actual purchase of the Lind and £20 towards the cost of fencing. The purchase was
duly completed, and on survey the area was found to be 66 acres 2 roods. about ‘)0 acres of which was
salt marsh subject to the ebb and flow of the fides. Thix portion has heen cut off from the hush area
and s being added to the local domain.

The netunl bush arca, plus an untormed voad which ran through it and which has now been closed.
totals 1 aeres 3 roods, and has heen made a permanent scetic reserve which will be placed under the
control of a local Seenie Board.

The reserve was handed over to the Government at a gathering held at Pounawea on the 29th
April, 1937, when the Hon, the Minister in Chizrge of Seenery Preservation warmly congratulated those
coneerned on the succoss of their efforts to save the bush, wnd intimated how pleased he was that his
Departmeni hig been able to give some ansistance. The case was a striking illustration of what energy
and enthusizsme could accomplish i o relatively small comwmunity, and the Minister 'vn(. red his
arateful thanks to all who had worked so fard 2nd so well fo raise funds for such a wort T opurpose,

Three smali seetions on the Tahakopa River containing a fair amount of good scenie lbll.\ll were
ceserved during the vear, and will form welcome additions to the manv heantitul aveas that have been
set aside i that part of South Otago.  In that locality, also, arvangements were completed for the
hetter preservation of the exceedingly beautiful bush growing on the unformed roads on the banks of
the Tahakopa from ity mouth to a point some miles up-stream. In places there are some very fine
stretehies of heavy bush with kowhai trees fringing the river. A good view is obtained from the formed
roads on cither side of fthe river, and during the sewson the kowhai in full bloom crowns the placid
stream with garlands of golden blossom.  The unformed ronds have heen dectared to e (Government
roads so that the bush can he adequately protected, and the co-operation of the property-vwners in
the locality has been sought in the matter of preserving the natural features of a district so gencrously
endowed with scenic attractions.

Reservations totalling some 2,163 acres were made fn the Southland Land District. A strip of bush
extending for about four miles on each side of the Waikawa-Catling Road was handed over hy the
Ntate Forest Nervice for proclamation under the Scenery Preservation Act. The area concerned is
94 acres, and its reservation practically completes the programme of reserving areas of scenic interest
along that particular highway.  An area of 126 acres of education-endowment land near Invercargill
was also reserved durmg the year, the Kducation Departinent agreeing to make the land available for
seenie reservation free of (‘harge This 18 & \'alua ble area and will make a most attractive reserve. A
proclamation was issued setting apart under the Scenery Preservation Act an area of 1.3 acres of
heavily hushed land m the Forest Hill district. This reservation included some 218 acres of State
forest made available through the courtesy of the State Forest Service.  The arvea is casily accessible
to residents of Invercargill <m(| district, and the preservation of the hush s o matter of great local
interest. Lt is proposed to arrange for the appointment of a Board of control consisting of representatives
of the Tocal lmdms and of the Depaltm(mt. Prier to the reservation of the area I(EI)IGS(HIMLMOJIS were
made fo the effect that the land should he opened for settlernent, but it was decided that the
preservafion ui the area was necessary in the genereal interest.

The areas zet apart during the year may be roughly classified as follows :—

Class of Land. Area
(Acres).
Ntate Forest areas made available .. .. .. .. .o 19,824
Ordinary Crown land areas .. Lo 1847
Crown ]cabelmld areas surrendered M CsBees \\11 lout <()mpenyl,hon o 21,628
E(l11<'ation»en(iov\'men’r land made available .. .. . R I
Leasehold Tand acquired by Department . I
Leasehold Tand acquired l)_} Department with (l\\]\f(lll(t‘ of Stlt(' Fm«sf
Service in disposing of certain timber rights, .. . . 192
Private land acquired by Department assisted by Broce Trustees and local
subseriptions .. .. K6
Private land acquived by l)q)(u ment assisted M local subscuphons . 201
Native reserve fand acquired by Department H0

Public domain declared scenic reserve .. .. .. . |
Avchimatization reserve land made available . .. .. .. 71
(i1ft area l

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. BI.RGY

The veservation over seenic-reserve arveas totalling 10 aeres was revoked dwriug the vear. Special
legislation was provided revoking the reservation over an area of 9 acres at Governor's Bay, m
Queen Charlotte Sound.  The area dealt with is anueh used by the public for pieniex and also often
by unauthorized camping-parties. The status of the land was therefore changed to public domuain
in order that eflicient control of its use by the public inay be maintained by the Neakuta Domain Board,
which controls domain land in the vicinity.
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