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BROKEN WIRES AND POLES.

There were 1,386 broken wires reported by electric-supply authorities, with 119,432 miles of
conductor erected. The corresponding figures for the previous year were 2,006 broken wires and
108,249 miles of conductor in use.

Falling trees were again the principal cause of the breaks, and accounted for 29-4 per cent. of
the total, as against 28 per cent. for 1937.

As regards broken poles, 323 instances were reported for the year, of which 111, or 344 per cent.,
were New Zealand blue-gum.

For 1937 the total number of broken poles reported was 574, and it is still evident that electric-
supply authorities who experimented withiNew Zealand blue-gum and nondescript Australian hardwoods
during the past decade are now being called upon to make replacements sooner than the anticipated
life of fifteen years for poles used on distribution lines.

AcTualL MILEAGES AND SizeEs oF OVERHEAD CoNDUCTORS IN USE AT 31sT MamcH, 1938.
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Grand total, 119,432 miles.

No returns of conductor mileages received from Auckland, Christchurch, and Heathcote.
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