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These changes, taken in conjunetion with the more generous provision of University national
bursaries and  boarding and travelling allowanees of various kinds, bring the ideal of free
education from the kindergarten to the University very appreciably nearer.

KXAMINATIONS.

With the elimination of the distinction between junior and senior free places, the necessity
for an examination of intermediate standard at the end of the pupils second year no longer
exists, and the Intermediate Examination will, in consequence, not he heid after 1937. The
“syliabus 7 of this examination served a useful purpose in giving teachers some idea of the
standard which their pupils might reasonably be expected to reach at the end of their second
post-primary year, and this syllabus will still be necessary for the purposes of the Public
Service Entrance Hxamination, discontinued in 1932 and reintroduced by the Public Serviee
Commissioners i 1937.  For this examination 1,123 candidates entered, 662 of whom were
successful.  The standard of the Public Service Entrance Examination is subs stantially the same
as was that of the Intermediate BExamination, except in English, arithmetic, latin, French,
mathematics, and history. In these subjects separate papers of a slightly higher standard are
set.

Ter New Evvcation Fernowsnre ConNveRENCE,

One of the most outstanding events of the year was the visit of the New Education Fellowship
lecturers, who spent some time in New Zealand on their way to Australia. Organized by the New
Zealand (oun(ll for Educational Research, the conferences of the four main centres were notable for
the keen enthusiasm and animated discussion which they aroused. The numbers attending the
conferences were sufficient evidence of the keenness of teachers to keep abreast with moder educationsl
developments. The system of grading and inspection in vogue in New Zealand was severely
criticized, emphasis being laid on the idea that the inspectorial funetion should be to supervise and
assist rather than to grade and criticize, However, when one looks back on the chaotic state of
affairs as regards salary and grading from which the present system rescued us, one is naturally chary
about throwing that system overboard without a careful scrutiny of what is to take its place.
Examinations also came under fire, but the general opinion was not in favour of abolition, but of a
variety of tests in examination p]us an cl((lllllllldtl()ll of information derived in all sorts of ways.
Possibly, however, the greatest value of the visit was the renewal of the interest of the ]ml)h( m
educational prol)lems, 1,h<\, eradication of any spirit of satisfuction with the statis quo which is so inimical
to progress, and the stimulating breadth of the Fellowship’s concept of education.

Scro0ns OVERSEAS.

A report on her impressions has been furnished by Miss Hetherington on her return from her year’s
leave abroad.  Miss Hetherington visited about fifty schools and colleges and was also present at several
educational congresses.  She reports a marked change in the spirit of the schools in England since her
last visit, but not such marked changes in methods of teaching as she had anticipated. Considerable
expansion in the upper sections of thc primary schools and in the lower forms of central and secondary
schools will be necessitated by the raising of the school age, and she found preparations to meet this
problem in progress. (ireat 1mpetus has also recently 1)(*en imparted to the movement for physical
training amongst both school pupils and adults. Generally speaking, she considered the chief
advantages of the *“ orthodox ” type of post-primary school to lie in better accommodation and better
staffing, the opportunities for more spe(nahmtlon for the teachcrs, the existence of hetter libraries,
and better equipment in the “ subject 7 class-rooms such as those for history and geography. In
many of the departments of school life she thought the standard attained here came remarkably close
to that of English schools. She was also much impressed by the opportunities and advantages of some
of the sohools—puvate ones—imbued with the principles of the New Kducation Fol]owshlp She
considered that the moral and spiritual values fostered in them by the absence of irritating restrictions,
the framing of curriculum and instruction in accordance with the pupil’s individual interests, the helief
v the cultivation of initiative and in tranquil mental growth, and many other good features micht he
aimed at and attained under progressively improved material conditions here.

Scnoot Lisravies

Tt must be admitted that, when compared with the library equipment provided in other countries,
that obtaining in our own secondary schools is strikingly and disappointingly meagre. With two or
three notable exceptions oar school libraries are quite inade 'quate, both in range and in numbers of
books, and are in many cases very poorly housed.  But a library is ax essentiul for work in suel subjects
as English, history, and geography as are the luboratories for work in auy of the sciences. It is nierely
a platitude to say that the situation regarding libraries needs serious attention.

At present the only source of income to meet the necessary expenditure on libraries is the
incidentals grant, but Boards of Governors, though in nearly all cases sympathetic towards the claims
of libraries, “find the other demands upon this fund so urgent that there is usually cxtremely little
money left for the purchase of hooks. This is especially the cage with the smaller- and middle-sized
schools, where the incidentals grant is only just sufficient to meet current administeative expenses,
It would appear that one solution of the present difficulty would he m ereate an additional capitation
grant, somewhat similar to the existing grant for science and mami! classes, payable to Boards for
the sole purpose of establishing and maintaining suitable school libraries. Pl'lllllpu]% and teachers of
literary subjects wounld undoabtedly welcome and appreciate such assistance,
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