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and at the 31st Maveh, 1938, there were thivty-four honses completed and twenty-one in the course of
erection.  In addition, the Department’s supervigors have carvied oul the ercetion of sixty houses,
and an extensive cow-shed programme iw in hand.

Instractions were tssued that the sule of hobby ealves waus fo be strietlyv limited, in an eflort to
avoid the heavy wnomnd charge for steck replacement, and that oIl proceeds of bobhy-ealf sales were
to be paid mto the Department. It hox been difficult to train the Natives to mise their ealves weil
and mmpreve their herds. and stock veplucements have suffered. On the other hand, of course, some
of the smaller areasx do not permit the vaising of stock.

A greater degree of understauding and appreciation of the State’s activities and diffiealtios
appears to prevail among the general public, and very little eriticista hus been heard.  indeed,
the Department’s activities have given rise to some favoursble comment. Ao example is quoted
from some remarks made by the '!)Mm]» of Aotearon after o visit to the district.  His Lordship is
reported in the daily press as follows

attributed by

rm . :
; hew have
wrever established i the

Bishop Bernett o the developnent sehemes, povticulardy small anir
proved an nestimable fempors]l blessing te che Maor whe
Daominion.

S Every able-bodied man,” e siated, was oworking with the more cheerful ouilook
which has developed out of the abundance of work with the consequent betfer wages,
regular food and hours of work. The Maori race was fitter physically and cven increasing
“szldly 0

“The improved conditions ruling neng the Maoris of the Mo

race

Following a heavy wet winter, when floods predominated in all parts, the North experienced a
warm  spring  which  considerably  benefited the pastures and tended to increase production.
Unfortunately, the dry weather developed fnto a mild drought, and pastures suffered and the carlier
promise of increased production was checked.  In certain (xx(,ophonal cases it was essential to relax
the employment vegulations and to give a greater measure of assistance than was originally
contemplated.

In all arveas the stock is in first-class condition, the type taken right through heing good.
Butterfat production is still low per cow. The necessury self-reliance and ambition to make them-
selves independent of relief assistance is in many cases lacking. The offer of private employment
tempts many to neglect their farms, with the rvesult that the women and children are left to do the
milking and farnr-work,

Nearly one hundred men from this district accepted development work with the Department
at Rotorua. and this eased the unemvlovinent position considerably.  With the improved organ-
ization and the increase in private cmploymm it is now difficalt to get men i certain localities to
do the work offering.

Active development work was commenced at Ounuwhao, o large Native block near Dareaville ;
also at Okaroro on & Native lease that was taken over for the benefit of the owners; and a large
block of Native land, known as Opapaki, at Motatau. The promise of agsistance to Natives of
Te Hapua was {ful{ilied, and extensive work has heen commenced at Ngataki, in the far North,

There are 450,000 acres gazetted as heing subject to the development legislation, and to date
791 settlers have been established on their own holdings.

Bay of Islands.

There arc 33,200 acres of land m this (1':%1"1‘1011
26,672 acres arce in giass or rovgh feed. The «
the country is poor. but in isolated locoiitios there
alluvial lands. and in fthe contre of I

under active development, of which area some
ty varies considerably, but, generally speaking,
are arcas of easy nudulating voleanic land, flat
the districr on oves 01” good hilly bmestone country ; otherwise the
land varies from medium to very poor gum country, bemg very difficult of <1(‘\<‘10}>m<nt

The land-title-conselidation position hee s ot satisfuctory, and the housing situation is
similarly unsatisfactory. 1t 3 hoped to bring about seme improvement in these respects during the
coming year.

There are 223 settlors established, and 280 other men employed on the seheine, which supports
2,349 other dopend.um. The five-stock tallies ag ot Shat Marel, 1938, comprised 6,100 dairy stock,
216 run cattle, wud 750 breeding-ewes.

Hoktanga.

It has a considerable 11 population, some of the most of the Native
settlements are to Do found in this locudity, b darly i the vie !h“ hacbonr and its
tributaries.  The Natives of southern Hokinnga at Waimamalku, (mmmm and Whirinalki icularly
have benefited from vontact with the early eolonists and have put into practice the lessons learned
to a more marked degree than is to be found elsewhere in the North.  The living conditions and health of
the people are ge m\r“!llx good 1 the farms wre such as woulid do credit to sny Kuropean fammer : and,
from the purely financial side, the settlers” abilities to the Department aie relatively small. The
Native rating question here 1z nob satefuctorny to the (o'mi\ Council. The Maort has an i
chjection to the payument of rates. hut ofierts are belng made to adjust the vosition and to assi
county i collecting from those settlers whose propertics ave ira 8 posit

Herd-testing of the Native herds wae corvicd out during the seuson in
of the Holdonua Herd Testing Assorinon reports that refurr,
Huropean stenderds, are satigfactory.

T Ty,
boahition, The sapervisor
not up to the averag
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