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Wellington, 9.28 a.m., Toss £5,204, and motor-body buiiders, Auckland, 3 a.m., loss £12,687).  The
Jarge fires in protected arcas accounted for most of the loss.  One at lnila,s‘r Christehureh, cost
£16,779, and the other ot Heathcote Valle vy, Christehnreh, £€6,.449.  These luwh loss fives are the
prineipal fuctors in determining the five loss in the five districts which inelide most of the high-value
block-risk arcas.  Thix i well lnstrated by comparison with the ])\“\mu\ year, the Toss for 1936--37
being £76.60%, represerting 39 per cent. of the tot (11 loss, s compared with €7 ‘.H. which s only 15 per
cent. of the fire district losses for 1937 3% The number of fires in fire msrriwiws requiring brigade
dttend(m( ¢ increased from 812 last year to 859,

Loss or Lire iy Hirus,

The year under review is particularly notable on aceonmt of the ) large number of fatalitios caused
at or in connection with fires,  There were twe nyj -two deathsg ax o ‘n]mw‘ with an avarag: o twelve
for the past five years,  Of these, six were caused by the ¢ Tothing of personsin front of ordinary heating
fires hecoming ignited. In nix (“1“0‘ persons were brapped in burning baildings, and petrol and
inflammable Tiguids were rexponsible for a further eight deaths, Althongh the latter figure is high,
1t s inferesting to note that this is the fird instance for wome years where home dry-cleaning was not
the caise of most fatalition in this class of fire.  Four deaths were eansed in the use of ]\M‘mi in lamps
or stoves, two  repairing or cutting empty petrol-containers one while fuelling a motor-car, and one
in home dry-cleaning.

Frre Faravirins v Lrcexsin ot

Avseries of fives calling for particular comment has recently (V'(“\lr'l'«'wﬁ i hotels and boarding-houses.
During o period of fiffeen months no less than four of these fires have resilted in persong neing burned
to death, and in all cases the hotel was o wooden building,  The fires in auestion were at Bealey Hotel,
Bealey ; Salvation Hotel, Thames : Royal Hotel, Knrow : and Commoercinl iHotel, Waihi.

These fatalities shov the necessity for tuproving the canditions with reepeet to fire in premises
used for acconmodation of transient cnests and parvticulorly in wooden heildines Te s strongly
recommended that consideration shoulid be given to the requirement as o condition of ficense, first,
that all bedrooms should dise! naroe to an outside five exit, aid, secondly, that fire-alary arrangements
of o type which will effectively awaken all orcupants in ihe cvent of fire should he instalied. Practically
all Now Yealand hotels are now fitbed with 1Io~ tricity, and the proviKion of a suitable alarm svstera is
neither an expensive nor o difficudt amtter.

FIRi-Bricane ADMINISTRATION.

The proposals contained in my last wnnual veport with regard to five-hiiende adminivtration have
been carvied a stage further by disenssions with the Couneil of Fire Ul\(i"i witters, the exeentive of
the Mlmi("'p‘l Association, and at the annual conference of the United Fire Rrigades’ Associntion.

The views r“;’i,‘l‘(www

by the underwriters were, firstly, that the amalgamation of the existing

;
Fire Boards either with the 'l()("al authority for the district, or with other non-convignous Fire Boards
in a rvegional area, would not lead to Tnereased efficiency, and. secondly, that the exizting sywtem of
independent Fire Boards had u definite advan ntuge in that the ingurance represent fatives on these Boards

were able to bring some degree of expert knowle edge to assist in the development and administration
of the fire-protection service.

It must be admitted that there is sevious doabt whether regionel amaleamation of Tire Boards
would result in either oreater efficiency or in saving of cost, exeept in the 1 nvrmpovt,m arcas where
contiguous local anthority districts are i guesti Experience at both Aueldand and Dunedin has
evidenceil a marlked improvement in both resp zmd“v' the metropolitan Fire Board control.

The wervices of the hisnvance members of Fire Boards have undoubiedly been of conmiderable
value in the past in the majorit voof five districts, :m(! the xervices of mdividual members have been
outstanding a,mL in fact, E.:r‘w’x responsible for dhe exeellent conditions existing in a namber of towns.
In individual cases, however, ;).w‘q,!rnhrly i the South Island, there has been noted a tendeney on the
part of these members o restriet the e Bourd exg “=mln ire hetow the [wml at whicl o satisfactory
standard of efficiency can e naintained.  The u\mmhnu consideration is apparentiy the relationship
of instrance contribution to premiuwm income,

There appears, morcover, te have hoen no atitempt on the purt U thv THNISLnee nz“n\lru to set
up any definite standurds of cquipment, training, or organizaiion of varying population,
fire-fighting conditions. and property af risk. ¢ his i one of the mmt vmwnhm tand valuable functions
whieh coulil have been expeeied frora these members and one which, had it exisioed cenerafly would
have gone a Jong way to justily the existing system of independent rd control, Reference
to the annual and averawe expenditure tablex at the end of thiv report will Hustrate the point and
show the great variation in expenditure on the five-protection service which exists in towns of
comparative size and population,

The supervision over the administrabion of the fire service which will be exersised by the Central
Insurance Council under the proposals set cut below shouid he evern move valuable to the serviee than
the attendance of insurance wembers al quarterly Fire Board meetings.  The menibers of the Council
will undoubtedly obtain o wider experience by veason of the fact that the activities of all fire districts
will come under their veview, and conparisons ean more readily he made ax o the requirements of
towns having similar conditions,

The pmpm‘\lﬂ have not vet heen fully considered by the Municipal Association.  The view
appears, however, to be generally held that the fire- pm’ro(ﬁnu service of a town 1s o civie function
and one which should he controlled by the mumicipality. It is alko maintained that an efficient serviee
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