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The foregoing lst of projects constibutes w heavy programine of work that s being cffectively
prosecuted by the various cominittees.  One e —locat-hody botdme by-daws —in atself involves
a comprehensive range of activity which, hecawse of ifs wignificance, s rofer red to o oa special
seetion later in this report.  The Hl)')()l'i‘:i‘ll('“ of standamdization of corrugated iron, not to
mention paint, Hushing-cisterns, plugs, and sockets, is bun indicative of the significance of the
projects listed above. According to tesis, salvanized reofing-ivon, for instbuice. varies from 21 to 29
In gauge ; in weight from 12:5 on. to 186 on per square foot: while the weight of the zine coating
on both sides varies from [-2 oz to 24 ox. por square feot. It follows Lh(n, there should he some means
whereby the buyer will know the relative service fife of the roofing iron be purchases in relation to its
cost.

The necessity for this work could be similarly demonstrated | ); an analysis of the p()smm i regard
to any of the other projects, though in =ome cases from o somewhat different point of view.  In the
case of five-oxtinguishers, for instence, the moin consideration is that of safety as distinet fromeconomy.,
Heating, ventilation, and iluminetion standards velate to conriderations of comfort and health, while
those for plugs and sockets relafe essentinily fo convenience,

The (l(*v(:l()pm(‘nt of these original projects, together with the examination of specifications from
overseas, the cireulation of the dr aft [)H)ii(‘mllw llw co-ordination of the comments und the final adoption
and issue of the standards concerned, is o work of considerable magnitude which, nevertheless, yvields
advantages to the Dominion that are far beyond the effort entailed.

A general appreciation of the work and recognition of its need is evident in almost all vesponsible
quzu*tct‘s. Resolutions have been teceived, for instance, urping the standardization of local-body
by-laws from local-body and puMic—&u\;hority interests, which assembled in conference to consider this
question on the 8th September, 1937. These have been fully endorsed by resolutions received direct
from the Counties” Association and the | \lum(*lp‘ll Association of New Zealand (Incorporated). In
addition, more than seventy representations have been received fronindividual loeal bodies emphasizing
the need to (‘X])(,dlt(“ this work. These are referred +o under the heading ™ Standardization of L()oal—
body By-laws ™ later in this veport.

In addition, numerous representations have been received throughout the year concerning the
need to develop standards in relation to vavious types of mates vals, equipment, and goods. Tud leed,
the demands in this respect are far in excess of what can be met at the present stage of development.

Further appreciation of the value of standards is evidenced by the purchase of some three hundred
standard specifications for the treatment, vrading, and classification of hides, yearlings and calf-skins
within two months of its issue.

MALES.

Au indication of the value of standards s also to be found in the fact that for Mavch, 1937, 27
specifications were sold, as compared with 401 1 Maveh, 1938, the total sales for the year .l,mountlno
to 1,371 copies.

Bureau or INpUsTRY.

The obvipus waste which arises frony lack ol standards in industry, resalting in the manufacture of a
superfluous diversity of types of goods and dupiivation of stocks, is evident in this country.  In all
plans prepared by the Burean of Tudus onsideration has therefore heen given to the question
of standards, and it is pleasing to report that t,.“ tnerests concerned have been quick to recognize the
benefits to be derived from the application of the standards principle.  Consequently, a number of
industries are making every endeavour to {ormdate ratisloctory standards,

Two important matters which were specitically veferved to the SMtandards Institute from the Bureau
were the preparation of a standard specifiention for the freatment, grading, and classification of hides,
vearlings and calf-skins, and the standardization and simpiification of the statistical and financial
returns required by the Government from industry.

In addition to these, the Standards Institate 15 collaborating with the Burcau of Industry and the
Department of Industries and Commerce in the tormulation and adoption of standards for a number of
industrics, including asbestos-cement products, pharmaceutical goods, and footwear

The work of the Bureau of Industry bas thevefore aggis sted in secaring the fuller (10\ elopment and
adoption of standards in this !)onnmon? with vesadtant benefit to both consuimer and producer.

Co-opPERATION oF (GovernmeNT Derartaents, Locan Booies, TrRoHNOLOGICAT, INDUSTRIAL, AND
TrADE ORGANIZATIONS.

The various phases of standards activity have been generously confetbuted to by expert oflicers
of Government Departments and local bodics, while industrial and trade organizations have freely
Co- opm'at(\(l by nominating representatives o the commitices. Only the contribution of this
co-operative effort on the part o outside agencies has made possible the ve ry satisfuctory progress
of the work. It also evidences a general recognition of the A«lnmmgc that acerues to the interests
concerned from the advancement of standardization whicl results from this common effort.

Acmvirigs o CommrrmTims,
Technical Adwvisory Compmattee (Five Meetings).

Thix committee has been appoiuted to direct and review the work of all technical committees in
order to focus attention upon projects that sat the most important and urgent demands, and to
ensure that the work of the committees i3 caretully checked and co-ordinated.

The committee held its inaugural mecting on 5th October, 1937, and at the following four meetings
has directed 101 standard specifications and b4 draft standard specifications to the various committees.,
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