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Mamn Disgasis.

Yaws.—Regular malagas (tours of inspection) were made in each Native medical practitioner’s
area, besides a day each weck being spent at his headquarters for NAB. injections.  Not muny bad
cases arc seen in the outlying districts.  The nwaber who received N.AB. treatment during the
year was 11,382.

Enteric—A nuwmber of cases still oceur and come to the hospital for treatment from various
surrounding villages. There were outbreaks during the yvear at three outlying viflages. A quarantine
was enfou(‘d by the villagers and the epidemic soon subsided.

Tuberculosis.—It is a difficult matter to obtain these cases early unmw‘h for treatment and
education. By the time they come under the votice of the hospital docters they have alrendy done
harm in their family cirele, the danger they constitute not being realized. sses which arive are
mostly counfined to Apia and the more closely settled places to the west of

Beri Beri.—There were two cases treated in hospital during the yesr,

Leprosy—Two rcoent cases have been discovered and are now isolated at the Apia Hospital.
As many as possible of the relations of known lepers are examined periodieally, as also are those
discharged as cured from the Makogai Ieper Station.

Jaundice.—A number of cases occasionally oceur.  The cause of this is not yet knowa, hut one
outstanding fact is that they occur in villages in which poor water, bathing &(‘lhtlea, and sanitation
obtain.

NaTIvE MiDICAL PRACTITIONERS.

During the year 16,000 fale were visited and 1,820 villages inspected. The Native medical
pmctltlonu% are giving admirable service to their own people.  During the year one Native medical
practitioner returned from the Suva Medical School, where he had been undergoing a refresher course.
There are at present six Samoan students in training at the school, of whom two will have completed
their course of studies by December, 1933, and will then rveturn to the Territory to take up active
medical work.

WomeN’s CoMMTITRIS.

During the year three further Women’s Committees were formed, bringing the total to 125, All
these Committees render excellent service, and by close co-operation with the medical authorities
materially assist in the pr01nul<fat.on of sanitary education.

Answers to the questions asked by Count de Penha Garcia(') ave given below —

(1) Declaration of Deaths and Classification of Discuses.—The record of deaths for measles and
whooping-cough last year were compiled from records specially kept by the Native medical practitioners.

The usual procedure is for the Pulenw’u of each village to make a quarterly report of the number
of deaths in his village. The Pulenw’u does not give cause of death (being in most cases unable to do
80), and the Classmmtlon of the cause of death devolves upon the Native medical practitioner {or the
district.

(2) Isolation of Infectious Diseases.--Tt has been the experience of the medical authorities that
local quarantine of villages, unless heavily policed, is in nms‘t cases unsuccessful.  Although consider-
able progress has been made In the medical education of the Samoans, it has not yet been possible
to inculcate a consciousness of the necessity for quarantine precautions in cascs of infectious diseusos 5
and consequently quarantines are broken from the inability of the Samoans to understand uhen’
necessity.

(8) Comparison of the Number of Villuges with the Nonber of Women's Committees, --As mentioned
on page 2 of last vear’s report, there aure 192 villages in the Tervitory. There are 135 women’s
committees.

ParticteaTioN BY Mrsstons ix Mueprean Work.
All missions purchase stocks of drugs and dressings at the Apia Hospital dispensary fron time
to time, and use them in their schools.

DenTtan Crixie

In February, 1937, a dental officer was appointed and at once commenced o preliuninary survey
of the dental health of the school-children, over 1,500 Government school-children being examined.

A modern, fully-equipped dental c¢linie has been established (m‘]vnwn' to the public bhospital.
There arc six Native denta] cadets, all picked lads, undergoing training for 4 period of tlree years.
The scope of the clinic work must necessavily be costricted during this peviod, and for the nresent,
therefore, the main effort will be directed to this training of the c wdets who are showing a remarkable
aptitude for the work and are very keen students.

In addition systematic preventive work will be carried oub as {ar as possible in vespect of pupils
attending the Buropean school at Ifi i, and all pupils of Government schools will be ohm le to atbend
the clinic for urgent treatment—i.e., extractions, &e.

Attention is also being paid to dental-health education by means of artivles and talks along simple
preventive lines delivered to the schooi-children and school teachers during their refresher courses.

Courses are also being given to the Native med practitioners and Native nurses on preventive
dentm‘my.

( ) See mmufm of the thirty- thml session of the Permnnent Mandates (mmissic

i, page §2,
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