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And whereas the Inrer-American Conference tor the Consolidation of Peace which met
At Buenos Adres on Ist Deceniber, 1936, on che inttlative ol President Roosevelt, was actuated
by the desire to supplement and strengthen the Leagus’s eflorts to prevent war

“The Assembly declares that-

“In the event of war, or a threat of war, the League of Nations, while not delaving for
that purpose its owne action i virtue of the Covenant, shail take suitable steps and shali
establish such contacts as may appear to he necessary to associate in its cfforts for the
maintenance ol pe:}((' H\ow r~h:t es whicih are not members of the League, but are mutually
hound by the above-mentioned covensnts, the conmon alim ol which is to maintain j)(uuv."‘
(z)o(,ument AL 68, 1937.)

I have interrupted my aceount of the genoral debate o ihe Assembly in m/l(‘ o deal with the
action taken by that body on certnin proposuis muade by Mo FKdwards, The Chilean delegate wias
followed by several other speakers.

Mr. Wellington Koo devoted his speech entirely to hig own umntwq and L do not think 1 can do
better than quote the vers heief résumnd of that speech which b ohave given i my veport on ihe
Ninety-eighth Session of the Conneil.  After referring to the Japanese occupation of certain parts of
China inv ol\rmw op serations by land, sea, and air, and guoting from aceounts of eye-witnesses, he said
that the situation in the Far ast was one of the gravest character. He wos of opinion that Japan was not
out to conquer be "J.‘\m‘{‘ of the necessity for finding an outlet {or hier dense population (s(‘cing that the
territory she had already conquered had attracted comparatively fow of Lier people), but becanse of the lack
of raw muaterials within the home-land 1 yet most of her needs werve supplied not from China, but from
the United States of America, the Hast Indies, countriex of the Pacific. Canada, and Scandinavia.
He concluded by stating that, il there was a will to co-operate, sonething could be done ; and he cited
the success of the recent Nyon Conference on the Mediterreanenn Sea.  China had appealed to the
League. 1t was for the Counal to decide whether to proceed itself to consideration, laying the
question before the Assembly at the sane thme, or whether, i the first instance, to refer the appeal
to the Advisory Committee on the Sino-Japunese conflict set up by the Assembly of February, 1933

(feneral Tanczos. the chiel Hunearian delegate. devored part of hix specelt to the work of the
Special Connnittee on the Application of the Principles of the Covenant.  He expressed anxiet y ub the
slowness of progress, and umt imed such preliminary work ag had been done on the ground 1',}14( Howas
too closely aftached to the past and to the ideas of the past. The past was o bueden which should
be thrown off. and unless the Committee looked rather to the future it might be wnable to carry out
its work.

It should he vecorded thai the Hungaran (\“](‘U“I(' made the comparison between the minority
clavses of some of the Treaties concluded after the Great Wi and Hw provisions res ]\((tlno the
treatiment of minorities contnined in the ]"nnf u,mmml Law of the Banjak of Alexandretta, provisions
which have been approved by the Council. e inferred that the Council now professed nore fiberal
ideas in the matter of the }w-uiwtiun of winorities. The duties devolving on the Council in respect
of the protection of mivorities have nearly alwiys heen s theine in the Hlmw artan delegate’s speeches
to the Assembly, and o this occasion General Tanezox considered that the juestion deserved the
current Assenibly’s earnest ationtion.

The Bayptian Minister of Foreign Aifuirs, wito was the chiel delegate of his country, devoted almost
the whole of his speccli to Pulestine. The speeeh was temperate in tone, but it contained o special
plea against the policy of purtition advosuted by the Brtish Hoyal (mmnissirm. He admitted the
vood will of the United Kingdontand the sineerity of the Boyal Comnnission. bot said that partition
\Vouhl merely result in greater confusion, in nmn‘r:lmin;_z discord, and i stiveing up hatred.

The Foreign Mimster of trag also dealt breflv with the problem of Palestine,
g i ) |

Koht, the N(H'\‘J\‘?\_li:l‘!l Winwster off Foreign Afiaies, dealt with a number of matters, nelading
the weakness of the League n the face of ageression, the problens of tllc%m‘n]zum*l\i}, the treatment of
refugees, and the Lm)ml of Rpain to the Leagues On the Spenwsh question he followed somewhat the
line that T had mysell advocated 3 the Council. He wad -

“ We consider that national questions can in‘st be decided by the free vote of the citizens
of the country concerned. Coudd ot the Teagne invite the parties in Spain 1o acvept an
arnustice, 1n order that a referendine bt he xl\( € under the auth oty of the Le agtic on the
question of the constitution of that country 7 1 do ot underestimate the diffic Ulne ol such
an undertaking 1 they are ounly too cvident. Aecordingly. T will minke no formal proposal ;
but b felt 1 conld not omit to lay hefore the Assembly this idea of pacific intervention. 1
shall now await the statements of other members of the Assetibly, aud shall be prepared,
should occasion arise, to support any proposel on the fines 1 have indicated. Y
were to lend its aathority to sucl a procedure. there might he somne
shight, of bringiog to wn end the cruel strife which s now laying v

The suggestion 1s not o vew one, and 1 veniure to leave

[ the League
chance, however
¢ vaste unhappy Spain,
ts consideraiion to the Couneil, at
whose Iast eefing this very question was vaized by the rwmw:'\ntw?iu- of New Zealand,”

M. Koht was followed by M. Neweiin, the Prame Minister of Spain. As however, the guestions

atsed by the Spanish appeal were fo he considered by the Sicth (mnmlitu I owill |
dealt with in thai section of this report devoted to the Sixth Committec.

wave them to be
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