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e, Hden, Secictury State for Foregn Affaire in the United Kingdom, spoke in the Assembly
on the 20tk hcs:h anber. After o few words of congratulation to His Highness the Aga Kban on having
been eLm)mnted Presidents of the Assembly, Me. Hden said :—

CWe e met st s fime of profound international anxiety.  Though the peoples of the
earth wani peace, they seeii s far as ever from attaining to it. In two parts of the world
at least -~ the south-westorn corner of Burope and m the War Kast ~war 18 being waged as
fiereely as :Li aty time i history, while to the age-old bitterness of strife s added 1lw deadly

power of madern armatment.

“The inthience of these events o lelt avervwhere, Kven those of ws here whose nationals
ave not engaged eithier diveetly or indirectly in either of these conflicts, even the most peace-
loving amongst us, are now spending a vast proportion of national wealth upon armaments.”

Mi. Hden then proceeded to give some figures to illustrate the degree of rearmament which had
heen foreed upon the United Kmgdom after the efforts made in the early post-war years to set up a new
nternational order, of which the League was to be the foundation, had failed.  He deplored that the
lessons of the Great War had not been fully lesrned, Until they had been fewrned the League could not
play its full part, yet, in his opinion, there was no dispube Detween nations which could not be settled
hy peaceful means,  T'he United Kingdom was prqmm(] to use pesceful means in connection not only
with policy, but also witl crmaments, but for the moment collective action de ])( nded upon the extent
of co-operation of other States, whether menibors of the League or not. e then lefuw(l to Spain,
and derived some comfort from the fact that the contlict had not spread beyond the Spanish frontiers.
He added —

“We are ready enocugh to {ake our full share, and more than our full share, of
responsibility for tire policy of non-intervention. We have consistently supported  that
policy. M non-intervention now has to be discarded. 1t will not be for lack of patience on the

part of 1ts original %[N)KH()":»', Let us not. however, coneeal from ourselves this patent fact :
if the policy of non-intervention o 2handoned, Hurope will be swept into decper and mere
dangerous \\(:1 A‘x fealoy danwnny veb serve its purpose, hut we alone cannot decide the
fate of o Whotever vhi 7 wey Heo there 1w one pledge that T ean wnequivoeally
dive thit the Government T orepresent will gpare no endeavouwr to prevent
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war from enguliing Kurope,
My, Bder then devoted a fow seeonds do the Nyon Conference. e regretted that cevtain
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had not been represented, bat Justiiiod the efal sorstion of e plas without consultation with the o

P
sertees

on the grotnds of speod I efiteiency.

Afew short seniences having reference 1o rhe fast weve followed by defenee of the United
Kingdom™s adoption of the poliey of protection. e thein spoke on the problem of raw matevials, which
he cmphastzed was, in opiiton of the League Uommittee which had studied the subject, not

I
primarily or even substa

ot

wially one of colonisl possessions, On this problemy he said @ -
“Acting in the spivit which piomeoted our poliey in this respeet, and wishing to give
effect to the recommendation of the Commirlee on Raw Matenals, His Majesty's Government
iy ready, as part of the efforts now being m:nl:- to effeet cconomic and pelitical appeasenment
and to inerense interostionz] trade -but without prejudice to the prineiple of colonisl
priference His Majestv's Governnient is readyv. Drepent, 1o enter into discussion with any
: “I sroach it for o abatement ufpmﬂivulwr preferences i pon self-governing
wtriction on internationad trade

entirely to the Bpanish conflict

nowees which v

colonial tervitories where these ean be shown fo placr unduoe

he speceh of the Portuguese Foreign Mintster was devoted alimost
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I nadoubtedie o et that woe earnesily desire the trimnph of

we desire it fo-dov mone eagerly than ever for the simple reason that we all know the
absurption of Portugal by Spain to be one of the ambitions of Iberian communism.  We do

not fear Lhat we shall be absorbed © we fear only the apxiety and the disorders which naturally

nationalism

pesult from sneli an ambition.”

Of the other specches made | Wtwﬂf{ nwmlou two onlv, that of Mr. Bruee, the fist delegate of
Sustralin, and that of M. Litvinolf, the first delesate of the L‘nmn of Hoviet Socialist R(‘[)llh]it\‘ The
first part of Mr. Bruce’s speech (i«::z‘.‘r‘ with the conflict in the Far Hast.  During somowhat lengthy
:'cm:n.lm’ coneerning the scope of the Arvticles of the Covenant which might be invoked in the case of the
Chinese Appeal, he sid :

“ Nothing could he more fatal 7o the prestige and future welfure of the League than thad
we should attempt, by some meaningless formula, to postpone or sidestep facing the issues
involved and defining the League’s attifude and position.  Morcover, honour and the

]wrmnwl‘nt inferests of the League dself demand that China should not be misled into believing

that she can vely on forms of assistence which may not he fortheoming,”
Mr. Bruce abso dealt pather fally with the econonne work of the League, including 1he subject of

nutrition,

M. Litvivoft spoke on the recent cases of aggression, on the desivability which had been expressed
in several quasters for universality of the League, and on the Reform of the Covenant.  is remarks
on the assertion thet the sugressom both in Europe and in Asia had intervened in order to fight com-
munism were very pointed, snd the following s worthy of quotation :-—

- T am sure that alf sensible people nnderstand perfectly the stupidity of the anti-Com
munist slogan and the aggressive intentions which n hidges, but that they listen to or vead
the nonsense in sifence, ont of considerations of politeness, perhaps out of place in the
circumstances,  The danger is that this silence mav he understood by the aggressor s
agreement that his aggressive intentions or ncttons are justitied, with all the sad consequences
that follow for the caunse of peace.
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