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did mueh damage last vear. The wet spring, followed by dry conditions. made abundance of s
available for hay, wid this has been well vaved, so that i ihe absence of turips this will have 1o be
cenerally depended on for winter feeding,

The spring-sown wheat and grain evops gencrally bave turned out better than was cxpected, but
in the Geraldine district o heavy hailstorm was expericnced which ea u”ml .z good deal of damage, but
fortunately the storm was lurgely loenl und did not cover a wide area. The dry eonditions since the
New Yeur have heen most heveficial esting-opera tions,

for h

The potato crops are reported to he light. and the late dry conditions have geriously affected the
dairy retuins.

While the settier on the low country has received a foir pv' e for erosshred wool, the high-country
pastoralist has had a bad year all round.  "the price offering for fine wool was practically on par with
coarse wool, and with heavy cxpenses for wherivg and general high-country costs has shown no
margin of profit.  Added to this difficulty lus been the pn(n price for surplus stock, there being little
demand. This may be accounted for ‘n_\; he failare of the ripe and turnip crops on the low country
and the general shortage of feed.

Trrigation is being pushed ahead in the Mad-Can 'erbm'y district, and when water is available for the
large area to be nOI\”’tl, and the irrigating of pastures 1s an ac (‘omphqhud fact over this wide area, then
th@ demand for cross-bred sheep in pLu ¢ of ‘rh{* half-bred hill sheep now run will no doubt become more
pronounced.

OTAGO.
(W. E. Suaw, Conunissioner of Crown Lands.)

Chimatic conditions during the year just ended have been very favourable. In the antumn the
stock were generally in fine fettle, and with a mild winter they came threngh to the spring in good
condition. The frosts were light, and heavy Hy were experienced only in o fow isolated aveas.
The higgest set-hack was the cold wet snap caper em(‘vzi i January, which rather retarded the growth
of rape and root crops. 'The last two months were | articularly dry, but while a little more rain would
have been beneficial the warmth swas mthier wel ((vnv aitu the cold of January.

The grain crops throughout ‘r whu!v province bave given good yields, with some exceptionally
heavy crops, ps nhwu] arly in South £ The potato crop, too, has over all been very n(md, and root
CTOPS ¢ wonm.xll have been yvery m‘ru\ia( fory exeept perhaps on some of the lighter land, where arowth
was aflected by the lack of rain Jl February and March.

Lambs have fattencd well, the proportion of second-grade lambs being very small.  Sheep and
cattle have kept in good hea Hhv condhition throughout the “whole of the vear.

The climatic r‘ondmonn have suited the dairy herds and those engaged in this class of farming,
althouw“ a comparatively small })mpu.mm (>‘ the total setblers have had a satisfactory year.

‘Ll\(‘!l as a whole, the frait industry has had s falely suceesstfol year. Winter frosts did not do any
serious (Lnna;;o, the progressive frait-furmier being now armed with some frost-fighting apparatus such
as fire-pots and is s thus bl i great deoree fo avaid extansive lose. Valies woro 111;:11 mx]y in the season,
and the later drop 1 prices was more thay oifset by the result of the greater vield

Owing to the prevailing low prices for fine wool and the diflicalty of disposing of surplus stock,

for the high-country sheep-fariner. It should be mmm(med
groat strides u the high countey 5 sweethrier, also, 1 galning a holu

the vear has been ratiier discoun:
also, that the rabbit pest has made g
on some of the pastoral lands, while bt Johuvs wort 1s spreading on portions of the Wakatipu lands.
Rabbits are also definitely on the incresse in the bush country v the south.

The area in grain crops has do'““m'(l but probably this is just ax well, as in some localities,
notably Central Otago, constunt grain-cropping has taken its toll from the soil.

SOUTHLAND
(T. Caewry, Commissioner of Urown Lands.)

W

Notwithstanding stormy weather of murked severity during the ureater part of the summer, the
year as a whole proved a suc one for farmers ond pl(,mLu-‘tion in ;11! classes of farming was
maintained.

Root crops, particularly later ‘(\an sutlered o serious sev-hacl he re of the stormy
weather experienced at a vital stage of the ;4!'0\\"17‘%}, and turnip crops, mainly on that account, cannot
be relied on to the usual extent for winter feed.

Taking inte account earlier nnfavourable chimatic conditions, white crops yielded surprisingly
well, and the weather recov u'ed i tine to permit of successful harvesting, Dilficulty was experienced
in harvesting some of the heavier oat crops, wiich were beaten down 1o some extent by the carlier
stormy weather.

The season was a favoarable one for fesoue-growers. Although vye-grass yielded well, carly tests
for germination were dlsup sointing.  Bome small arcas of huskless oats were suceessfully eropped, and
no doubt the croy pping of this weed will be further ex xploited.

Reports no n (huw mul Botter factories point to tkc output of daivy-frms being well maintained.
With t‘w abundant LR RS T d= the ead of the period sud the favourable climatic
conditions pmz'(m vasual o i Mo eases ol any serious
abortion or trouble otherwise in dai By herds have hee " re

Lambs generally fattened well up to the average. A disapy poinit
freezing ewes was disclosed in carlier 4. : on the w Iw e,
period in o sound and healthy condition and wif
generally experienced a vear {uee MJ ANy BHOVW

The white butterfly was again wn evidence iy |
degree as (':>1npar(-‘(l with the nr i

dnmage to furmips and other g
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le prices of fut and
e come through the
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